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Many farmers already produce 
renewable energy by grow-
ing corn to make ethanol. An 
increasing number of farmers 

and ranchers are now adding to their in-
comes by harvesting the wind that blows 
across their land to make electricity. And 
new options are becoming available.

Renewable energy and farming are a 
winning combination. Wind, solar, and 
biomass energy can be harvested forever, 
providing farmers with a long-term source 
of income. Renewable energy can be used 
on the farm to replace other fuels or sold 
as a “cash crop.”

Renewable energy can also help reduce 

pollution, global warming, and depen-
dence on imported fuels. This leaflet 
describes renewable energy options for 
farmers and ranchers and how they can 
help make renewables a growing source 
of energy and rural income in the United 
States. Other leaflets describe solar, wind, 
and biomass energy in more detail.

Renewable Energy and 
Agriculture: A Natural Fit 

Editor’s Note
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The show’s organisers, while continuing 
to monitor the situation, note the re-
cent progress in the fight to overcome 
the COVID-19 epidemic in France. As a 

result of which, the SOMMET DE L’ELEVAGE will 
be open for business on the scheduled dates of 
7, 8 & 9 October 2020.

“We are currently working hard and hand in 
hand with the local and national authorities as 
to the measures that we need to put in place to 
guarantee the health and safety of all the par-
ticipants”, as Fabrice Berthon, the show’s Direc-
tor, highlighted. “Though these conditions are 
not final at this point in time, we will, as soon 
as possible, be informing all exhibitors and all 
our visitors.”

Today, as almost 90% of trade exhibitors have 
confirmed their presence at the show, the or-
ganisers, despite the difficult context, are al-
ready confident that this 2020 edition will be 
good. “The SOMMET will be one of the very 
few farm shows to be held in Europe this year. 
And this explains why, since the end of the lock-
down period, we are taking, every day, more 
and more stand bookings from new exhibitors.”

Another point of satisfaction for the organisers 
is the economic recovery in the farm sector. 
“Although some livestock sectors have been 
badly hit by the pandemic, notably that of the 
cheese-making sector, this year’s forage har-
vest, following 2 years of drought and fodder 
deficit, is off to a flying start. This leads us to be-
lieve that the farm economy and the trade envi-
ronment in general will be far more promising 
come the autumn.”

The only uncertainty, as things stand today, 
remains the presence of the international vis-
itors at this year’s show.  As a 
reminder, the 2019 SOMMET DE 
L’ELEVAGE attracted 4,800 for-
eign visitors from over 90 coun-
tries confirming even more so 
the show’s stature as one of the 
world’s foremost farm livestock 
events.

However, the show’s organisers 
remain hopeful that during 
the course of this summer the 
barriers to the unrestricted cir-
culation among all countries 
and specifically within the E.U. 
will fall. It should be noted that 
most of the show’s internation-
al visitors are from Europe. “In 
conclusion, if all the conditions 
are met, we expect to welcome 
many visitors and exhibitors for 
this 29th edition of the show, it 
will though however, be one of 
the most unusual”, as Fabrice 
Berthon added.

A PACKED PROGRAMME
Beef cattle - the Aubrac breed 
will hold its national champion-
ships at the SOMMET in 2020 
with over 400 of the breed’s 
best animals in judging, plus an 
auction sale on Friday 9 October 
of some of the Aubrac’s best 
breeding stock. 15 beef cattle 
breeds, of which 5 are foreign 
breeds, will be in judging or 

be presented over the three days of the show 
in Hall 3. Among the new breeds announced 
this year, the return of the Italian Piedmontese 
breed.

Dairy cattle - the Simmental breed will hold its 
European championships during the show with 
cattle from Germany, Austria, and France. Not 
overlooking the traditional competitions for 
other breeds such as the Holstein, Montbeliard, 
Swiss Brown, Normandie, Jersey, plus many 
others.

In the sheep ring, the Texel breed will be in 
the spotlight with its national championships, 
whilst other breeds such as the Ile de France, 
Charollais sheep, Suffolk and Rava will be using 
the event to hold their inter-regional competi-
tions. Similarly, for the Ardennais, Comtois, Per-
cheron and Breton heavy horse breeds.

A programme of farm visits, primarily for inter-
national visitors, will roll across the three days 
of the show. And as a supplement, 4 pre-show 
tours - organised along the following themes: 
beef, milk, sheep and the Aubrac breed - are 
scheduled for Tuesday 6 October, the eve of the 
SOMMET’s opening. Finally, a number of confer-
ences and workshops will punctuate the 3 days 
of the SOMMET. 

The SOMMET DE L’ÉLEVAGE more than 
ever! The 7, 8 and 9 October 2020

Events Update
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Events Update

JOHANNESBURG - Agriculture, in general, 
and farming specifically, is an economic 
activity where the entrepreneur farmer is 
in it to make a profit.

This is an obvious point to state, but an import-
ant one in understating the long-term viability 
of the sector. Thus, it is important to evaluate 
the link between agricultural prices and macro-
economic policies to agricultural supply.

Agricultural supply translates into food avail-
ability thereby addressing issues of food inse-
curity, creating employment and alleviating 
poverty – the so-called triple challenges in 
South Africa. In other words, the article deals 
with the following key question: Are agricultur-
al incentives effective in boosting agricultural 
supply?

In the main, macroeconomic policies (monetary 
policy, fiscal policy, trade and exchange rate 
policies) affect agricultural prices through their 
effects on the real exchange rate. Agricultural 
prices, along with non-price factors including 
exogenous shocks, determine agricultural out-
put or supply.

The issue of agricultural supply response is 
a very important one as it has an impact on 
growth, poverty and the environment. Indeed, 
the size of agricultural supply response is infor-
mative about whether a policy of taxing agri-
culture through lower farm prices or through 
overvalued exchange rates and industrial pol-
icies will generate resources for investment in 
other sectors of the economy.

It is also important in determining whether 
such policies will retard agricultural growth, 
create food and input bottlenecks that eventu-
ally bring down the rate of growth of the econ-
omy as a whole.

Moreover, the agricultural supply response, 
mainly in the form of area expansion, is also 
useful since it could be informative about the 
seriousness of environmental problems.

In the pursuit of profits, farmers have to bear 
the cost of inputs.

High input costs annihilate nominal output 
price incentive. Hence, input prices are a very 
important element of agricultural production. 
The prices of the following inputs are particu-
larly relevant: fertilisers, pesticides, improved 
and high yield varieties of seeds, tractors and 
cars.

The foregoing assertion supports the notion 
that Southern African countries including 
South Africa, should invest more in local inputs 
production to lower their cost. Moreover, urban 
wages and the price of consumer goods have 
a serious impact on agricultural output prices.

An increase in input prices increases input costs 
and decreases the incentive to produce more, 
other

This is generally the case for external inputs, 
such as fertilisers, pesticides, improved and 
high yield cultivars of seed and machinery, 
which, as imported goods, at least in many 

Southern African countries, see their prices 
raised by policies that protect industry. On the 
other hand, in many countries there is a fair 
amount of subsidisation of these inputs as in 
the case of an over-valuation of currency that 
artificially reduces the cost of imported inputs.

In short, agricultural output price can boost 
production by increasing the returns on in-
puts. Suffice to say that market forces and/or by 
government intervention through trade policy 
(export tax or subsidies), exchange rate policy, 
taxes and subsidies and direct government in-
tervention (i.e. price controls) agricultural out-
put prices.

That is, real output price is subject to two types 
of distortions: direct taxation represented by 
trade tariffs and government fixation of prices, 
and indirect taxation captured by currency over 
valuation as well as protection of non-agricul-
tural sectors.

Cognisance should be taken that there are oth-
er factors that affect supply response whose 
omission generally brings about omitted vari-
able bias apart from pure agricultural incentives 
captured by prices.

One set of such factors is public inputs, some-
times called public goods such as irrigation and 
some type of human and physical capital, adult 
literacy, life expectancy, research, extension, 
road density and roads paved. Irrigation water 
positively affects agricultural output through its 
effect on productivity. Adult literacy, by helping 
individuals to assimilate or to adopt technical 
advances faster is also positively related to ag-
ricultural output. An increase in life expectancy 
represents a measurement of health, which af-
fects output through productivity.

Income level has a positive impact on agri-
cultural output to the extent that the high-
er the farmer’s income the higher the level 
of production, all things being equal. With a 
higher income, the farmer can easily acquire 
much-needed inputs that can help boost pro-
ductivity.

Technology or spending on research is perhaps 
the key variable if one has to raise substantial 
output in regions such as Southern Africa.

Indeed, an increase in research in the sense of 
technology advancement can help achieve the 
twin goals of agricultural output growth and 
environmental conservation through land use 
intensification. A caveat, however, is in order 
since some of the advances can lead to overuse 

of inputs such as fertilisers, which in the end 
may reduce agricultural productivity.

Thus, the kind of technological advancement 
desires should enhance agricultural produc-
tivity while being environmentally benign. An 
example of such innovation is the Water Effi-
cient Maize for Africa (WEMA) developed by the 
Agricultural Research Council in South Africa. 
This cultivar of maize ensures economic yields 
under dry weather conditions and reduced ex-
ternal inputs.

Rural infrastructure is very important in the ag-
ricultural production setting to the extent that 
a deficient infrastructure can wipe out all other 
production incentives.

Indeed, adjusting prices may not be all that is 
needed to increase the output and incomes of 
target groups. More often than not, the poor in 
developing countries are located in areas with 
little access to roads, transports, communica-
tion, agriculture services, marketing facilities, 
and so on.

Improving prices may be a necessary condition 
for restoring incomes, but not a sufficient one. 
If farmers cannot get the supplies and services 
they need, infrastructure investments may be 
required to give these farmers the capacity to 
increase output and yields. Better extension 
and irrigation services also positively contrib-
ute to agricultural productivity.

Policy implications of the different stylised facts 
concerning the relationship between prices 
(and non-prices) and agricultural productivity 
are well known and understood. The rationality 
of farmers, for example, implies that measures 
should be taken to eliminate price distortion 
since an increase in output price leads to an in-
crease in agricultural output and productivity.

At the same time, one should not neglect oth-
er incentive elements. Indeed, in developing 
countries in general and Southern Africa in par-
ticular, non-price factors are equally if not more 
important than output price in agricultural pro-
duction.

One such factor is infrastructure. Suitable and 
functional infrastructure creates a conducive 
environment within which agricultural produc-
tion and productivity can thrive.

Dr Thulasizwe Mkhabela is an agricultural 
economist and is currently the group executive: 
Impact & Partnerships at the Agricultural Re-
search Council; mkhabelat@arc.agric.za

NAMPO HARVEST DAY 2020 POSTPONED
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The seventh annual Agri-Expo Livestock 
and the Groot Plaasproe will be pre-
sented virtually this year. The South 
African livestock industry would have 

gathered for this event from Thursday 8 to Sun-
day 11 October 2020 at Sandringham outside 
Stellenbosch, but now they will be able to at-
tend it online anywhere in the country.

In light of the current economic climate, un-
certainties about the resumption of events and 
especially the impact that the coronavirus pan-
demic will have on companies for a long time 
to come, Agri-Expo has decided to present all 
planned events for 2020 virtually. This accord-
ing to Johan Ehlers, Chief Executive Officer of 
the agricultural society.

“We have a responsibility to our participants, 
exhibitors, partners and the public not to con-
tribute to any further uncertainties, there-
fore we announce this decision early,” 
says Ehlers. “Following the success 
of Agri-Expo’s first ever virtual pre-
sentation of the South African 
Cheese Festival from 25 to 27 
April 2020, we believe that we 
can add a lot of value this year 
by adding yet more new virtu-
al platforms to entrepreneurs, 
businesses and agricultural 
organisations such as breeders’ 
societies.”

According to Ehlers, Agri-Expo is 
planning an exciting three-day virtu-
al gathering from Friday 9 to Sunday 11 

October 2020 with lots of information and en-
tertainment. “The goal of Agri-Expo Livestock 
is to provide South Africa’s top breeders with a 
world-standard platform to showcase their ani-
mals and market the breeds, but also to engage 
the youth in various aspects of the agricultural 
sector. Training and knowledge transfer form 
an integral part of the expo, which can virtually 
also have a big impact.”

The full programme will be announced on 
www.livestock.org.za and www.diegroot-
plaasproe.co.za. For more information, contact 
Agri-Expo on 021 975 4440 or admin@agriexpo.
co.za

Coronavirus: Update on 
agri events

The past week has seen a myriad of agri 
events being cancelled or postponed due 
to the restrictions put into place to Below 
is a summary of the events that have been 
cancelled and the new dates of postponed 

events:

Cancelled
• Fertasa Congress (23 April)

• SA Cheese Festival (25 – 27 April)

• AVI Africa (9 – 11 June)

• IFAJ 2020 Congress (24 – 29 June)

Postponed
• Royal Show (24 July – 2 August)

• NAMPO Harvest Day (11 – 14 August)

• The Water Show (20 – 21 August)

• The Vet Expo (7 – 8 October)

• SA Stud Book Elite 2020 Awards Dinner (25 

September 2020)

• SASDT symposium (24 March) postponed 

indefinitely (new date will be confirmed by the 

end of May)

• Agricol Groendag (23 April) postponed to 

August (date TBA)

• Bloem Show (24 April – 2 May) possibly 

postponed to 28 August to 5 September (TBC)

• Vleissentraal/SA Stamboek ELITE 

Bulgroeitoetsklas (31 August)

• Agri Gauteng Expo (17 – 18 June)

• Agri Gauteng Urban Farming Expo (20 June)

• Agri Gauteng Prestige Evening (25 June)

• Ellisras Show (7 -13 July)

• Thabazimbi Show (25 – 27 July)

• George Show (27 July – 2 Aug)

• Lichtenburg Show (11 – 14 Aug)

• Kragdag (13 – 15 August)

• Agri Gauteng Annual Congress (20 August)

• RuVASA congress (31 August – 2 September)

• Vryburg Show (9 – 11 September)

• Free State Agriculture Young Farmer 

Conference (New date TBC)

• Agbiz Congress (7 – 9 April 2021)

• 2020 Sussex Centenary Celebrations 

(postponed to 2021)

This list will be updated on a regular basis. 
If you would like to share the new dates for 
your postponed event, feel free to send the 

information through to info@agrifocusafrica.
com

Events

Agri-Expo Livestock and the Groot 
Plaasproe virtual this year
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Climate change is the pressing concern 
of the 21st century. With continuous 
rising global temperature, it is vital for 
each and every sector to concentrate 

on the number of greenhouse gases they emit 
and the amount of fossil fuels they consume. 
Warmer temperatures are causing havoc such 
as drought, floods and early frost. 

With such rising concerns, solar energy is prov-
ing to be a boom to mankind. Each and every 
sector is trying to adopt this renewable form of 
energy. 

Agriculture is one such sector, which can bene-
fit hugely due to the adoption of solar energy. 
With the rising global population, the demand 
for agricultural products is increasing at an ex-
ponential rate.    

Solar power controlling daily activities
Solar energy possesses a huge potential for so-
lar irrigation and can be used to pump water 
for livestock and crops. We need to design or 
renovate buildings to trap the heat available in 
daylight. The trapped heat can also be used to 
warm homes and livestock yards. 

Some livestock need a continuous supply of 
fresh air. We can design systems to run coolers 
and other such boxes and avoid electricity bills. 
The most cost-effective approach is to ask your 
builder to design the structure of building in 
such a way that it effectively optimizes the sun-
light it receives.  

Solar water heaters can provide hot water for 
cattle cleaning and pen cleaning. Dairy opera-
tions can use hot solar water to warm and stim-
ulate cow’s udders. The sunlight can be used to 
generate electricity to power homes and agri-
culture houses

The application of solar 
energy in powering 
agriculture

COVER STORY



www.agrifocusafrica.com        Agrifocus African Markets | July - September 2020        11

Solar energy to dry crops and grains
A major percentage of agriculture produce is 
spoilt during the traditional open-air drying. 
Using solar drying method can dry crops faster 
and at an even rate than leaving them out open 
in the field with the added advantage of protec-
tion from birds, insects and worms. 

Easily perishable crops are often difficult to dry 
and most of the percentage ends up getting 
spoiled, with solar drying, you can easily dry 
these crops and enable longer storage times 
and easier transportation. This will significantly 
decrease the number of spoiled crops and con-
tribute to increasing farmer’s income.  

There are different types of solar dryers, such as 
direct drying (solar box dryer), indirect drying 
(solar cabinet dryer), mixed mode drying (solar 
tunnel dryer) or hybrid drying (hybrid solar/bio-
mass cabinet dryer).    

Typically, a solar drying apparatus consists of 
a shed, a drying rack and a solar collector. The 
shed traps the solar heat coming from the 
south-facing window and natural convection or 
a solar fan propels the heat.  

If your farm already has a crop dryer in place it 
makes sense to replace the conventional fuel 
powering the apparatus with solar energy. You 

would be able to save fuel and money by this 
method.   

Effective usage of greenhouse heating
Greenhouses normally use solar energy to carry 
out their prescribed function. But it needs to be 
regulated with gas and oil to maintain a con-
stant temperature.  There are several methods 
you can adopt to increase the efficiency of your 
greenhouse but using a heat sink is commonly 
opted by farmers. 

The easiest and opted out method to regulate 
the temperature inside your greenhouse is to 
use a thermal mass called heat sink. A thermal 
mass is any material which absorbs energy and 
stores it for later use. One such example is wa-
ter. Solar heat trapped in water can be used to 
regulate the temperature. 

Using solar photovoltaics in agriculture
Sunlight can also be used to generate electricity 
using PV solar panels. This is often a cost-friend-
ly approach than conventional methods of pro-
viding electricity especially to a remote location 
where they have a problem in setting up power 
transmission lines. They have no moving parts 
and are easier to maintain than diesel fuels. 

PV can be applied to a wide range of applica-
tions; most important ones include irrigation, 

refrigeration of agricultural products, milling 
of grains, electric fencing, poultry lightning etc. 
Although the application of solar PV system is 
limited to apparatus with smaller energy inputs, 
it will help you cut your dependency on elec-
tricity. Additionally, the cost of the PV systems is 
projected to decline over time. 

 

Prashanth Vishwanathan (IWMI)   

Benefits of Using Solar Energy for Agriculture
Unreliable supply of electricity is one of the top 
concerns for many agriculture practitioners, 
many have even dealt serious loses. If you are 
thinking about the benefits of applying solar 
energy, we are noting some (if not all) of them 
for you. 

A lot cheaper than fossil fuels
On large farms, solar energy harnessed will re-
sult in low cost than fossil fuels. The installation 
will be costly but once you recover the invested 
amount the energy you used will be free of cost. 
Additionally, you get subsidies from state and 
central government which will help you to easi-
ly pay off the cost of installation. 

An effective solution to drought related prob-
lem     
Every year farmers worry about drought and 
power cuts occurring with it. With solar energy 
panels in place, you don’t have to rely on a third 
party to carry out your farming activities. Solar 
panels require minimal water and prove very 
beneficial in areas with water scarcity. 

Getting more advanced
Agriculture has sometimes been slow to adopt 
technological benefits when compared to oth-
er sectors. With using solar energy to power 
agriculture activities, the farming sector proves 
that they are ready for more technological 
advancements. With solar energy on the rise, 
more farmers use solar energy to run their ag-
ricultural activities and this will provoke busi-
nesses and researchers to provide farmers with 
more technologically equipped apparatus. 

Storing solar energy for later use

As agricultural land always lives under the fear 
of interrupted power failures, using solar ener-
gy can prove beneficial for many. With new ad-
vancements, it is becoming easier to store solar 
energy for later use. Farmers can store solar en-
ergy using batteries during its peak hours and 
use it later when needed.  

The most efficient way to prevent global 
warming
Global warming is the hot topic of the 21st cen-
tury. Each sector is trying to reduce its carbon 
footprint in one or the other way. With farmers 
adopting solar energy for their agricultural land 
it will become easier for us to fight the danger-
ous effects of global warming. 

Summary 
Farmers are at the center of the problem re-
garding global warming; since the rise in tem-
perature affects the climate change which in 
turn affects the agriculture produce. World 
population is continuously increasing and the 
demand for food products is witnessing a sig-
nificant rise.  Using solar power can help us to 
curb climate change and help us fight the prob-
lem effectively.  
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The coronavirus pandemic could cost 
Africa as much as $4.8 billion in lost 
agricultural exports and affect the 
livelihoods of 10 million farmers, 

McKinsey & Co said.

Disruptions ranging from canceled flights to 
the closure of chocolate factories in Europe 
have limited exports of crops ranging from 
nuts to roses, according to the consultancy 
firm. Livelihoods will be affected through “job 
loss or price reductions,” McKinsey said.

Agriculture is key for African economies, ac-
counting for 23% of gross domestic product 
and jobs for 60% of economically active peo-

ple in the sub-Saharan region. Agricultural ex-
ports from the continent are worth between 
$35 billion and $40 billion annually.

McKinsey forecasts the following losses:

•	 Between $500 million and $2 
billion in exports of fruit, vege-
tables and nuts from countries 
such as South Africa

•	 A fall in demand for chocolate 
and the resultant decline in pric-
es could reduce cocoa exports by 
as much as $2 billion

•	 About $200 million in exports of 
coffee, a crop that supports 6.6 
million jobs mainly in East Africa

•	 Between $400 million and $600 
million in revenue from flower 
exports may be lost

•	 The outbreak in Africa, which 
has about 190,000 confirmed in-
fections and over 5 000 deaths, 
could also disrupt preparations 
for the next planting season and 
hamper efforts to curb an inva-
sion of crop-eating locusts in East 
Africa.

Local News

Coronavirus 
may cost 
Africa $4.8 in 
agriculture 
exports
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In what he called a “major revolution in the 
agriculture sector that we have never seen 
before,” Nanono said that the planned mech-
anisation would entail the establishment 

of tractor serving centres in 632 local govern-
ments in the country and involve 140 process-
ing plants.

According to him, the loan will be paid off with-
in three to four year.

“This country, in terms of agricultural mecha-
nisation, is at lowest level. We have only about 
seven tractors per 100 sq km. Kenya has 27 trac-
tors per 100 sq km. In fact, the standard is 127 
tractors per 100 sq km. In most developed coun-
tries, it is about 1,000 tractors per 100 sq km.”

“The key to mechanisation is the establishment 
of 632 tractor serving centres across the coun-
try. These serving centres will constitute tractor 
hiring skill, IT and admin office and a chemical 
workshop and store for storing inputs for agri-
culture and even output arising from agricultur-
al sector.”

Nanono said that every tractor will have a track-
ing system. “Wherever it is working in this coun-
try, you will know at your fingertips where it is 
working and which area it has covered and how 
much revenue it’s getting. And these serving 
centres are going to be privately owned by the 
indigenes of those local governments.”

“It is imperative for everybody now to key into 
this programme. It is going to be a competitive 
bid that will involve selection in terms of expe-
rience in agriculture, finance position. So it’s 
going to be a wholly privately owned affair. The 
loan will be generated by these service centres 
and will also be in charge of repayment of these 
loans.””

He further added, “We have estimated 84-92mn 
ha of land. we are only cultivating about 34 
ha even that is not done at optimum level be-
cause of lack of mechanisation. We are trying to 
change that narrative to a more productive and 
sustainable and where it will affect every part 
of this country.”

Nigeria approves US$1.2bn for 
agricultural mechanization

Local News

The Nigerian government has approved a loan facility of US$1.2bn to finance the mechanisation of 
agriculture in the country, according to Sabo Nanono, minister of agriculture and rural development

Seven million direct jobs and 20mn indirect jobs are set to be generated. 
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The proposed US-Kenya accord, be-
tween the world’s largest economy 
and a developing country seeks “a mu-
tually beneficial trade agreement that 

can serve as a model for additional agreements 
across Africa” and “support regional integration, 
where appropriate,” states the US negotiating 
objectives.

While this may seem plausible, Kenya must 
exercise an abundance of caution in this situa-

tion. First, although the talks are envisaged to 
commence in July, Kenya has not published its 
negotiating objectives. It is only through such 
a document that Kenya can conduct wider 
stakeholder consultations as has happened in 
the US.

Reciprocal trade between Kenya and the US 
essentially puts two extremely unequal coun-
tries on a path of enhanced harmonisation of 
rules and policies. This is a complete mismatch. 
For example, California alone is the fifth larg-
est economy in the world. Kenya on the other 
hand is currently ranked 98th on the US trading 
partners list with exports of $365 million and 
imports worth $644 million.

The agreement portends the danger of crip-
pling sectors such as agriculture and manufac-
turing and disintegration of its economy. The 
agreement will likely impact food security as 
the ability of local farmers to produce will be 

limited by stiff competition from subsidised 
products from the US market. Further, it may 
limit the ability of the Kenyan government to 
regulate risky pesticides or agricultural technol-
ogies.

The African Growth and Opportunity Act under 
which African countries have been exporting 
goods to the US expires in 2025. The discussion 
on a post-Agoa future needs to be collective-
ly done by African countries and not a single 
country rushing to conclude an agreement 
with such far-reaching consequences. Such a 
move will set a counter-productive floor for all 
other African countries in their future trade re-
lations with the US since it will give the US pole 
position.

Edgar Odari is the executive director at Econews 
Africa

US trade deal could cripple 
agriculture, manufacturing in Kenya
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By Raymond Mugisha

Primarily, food is the most important 
commodity to man. There is no scientific 
innovation that has since diminished the 
need for primary consumption of food in 

order to live, and neither is it foreseeable that 
the relevance of food to human existence will 
go away.

We, therefore, have no anticipatable alternative 
to food, in its basic form as plant and animal 
material. The only possible compromises to 
food consumption are achievable as tradeoffs 
on quality and quantity utilized per capita, but 
everyone must eat.

It is thus not worth debate that one that com-
mands the most reliable and consistent food 
supply should rule the world. Without food, all 
other human accomplishments of sophistica-
tion in latest technology, warfare equipment, 
space science, and all other impressive fields 
of science will cease to make meaning. Even all 
other areas of knowledge pursued and held in 
high regard ultimately rely on well-fed human 
beings. There is no humanity without eating.

All other basic needs of man have registered 
significant evolution over the years, and actual-
ly history could trace their points of birth in the 
past. There are starting points for the adoption 
of utilization of other basic needs by man, as we 
know them today, in history. The same cannot 
be said of food. Whether it was eaten raw by an-
cient man, food has always had its prominent 
place with human existence.

Farming in Africa faces one major challenge 
from a social-cultural perspective. It has been 
previously perceived in many societies as the 
occupation of the underprivileged.

It is viewed as the work of mainly those that 
have failed to make it in pursuing formal educa-
tion, as well as those who have had no chance 
at all to go to school. It is not rare of a typical 
African parent to warn their child to be serious 
with their schooling, lest they end up having to 
till the land for a living.

For those that attended schools in rural juris-
dictions, a session of work in the school garden 
could be applied as a punishment for wrong-
doing, as if to remind pupils and students how 
unfortunate it would be to end up engaged in 
this activity for a lifetime. Education has there-
fore been perceived as an escape route from 
farming in the past.

This is very unfortunate. It robes the vocation 
of food production of much needed manpow-

er, lack of adequate private investment, and 
possibly also subconsciously influences the 
value that some leaders attach to the farming 
industry.

This can actually compromise focus on agri-
culture from national agendas to some extent, 
and possibly explains why Africa’s attention to 
agriculture remains wanting, even when it is 
obvious that the continent’s major competitive 
advantage, on the global scene, rests in her ag-
riculture potential.

That Africa can feed the world, is not in doubt. 
Unfortunately, Africa cannot even feed herself 
in modern times. With sixty percent of global 
arable land, the continent currently imports 
about USD 35billion worth of food every year. 
There is no need to remind ourselves that our 
ancestors did not import any food in the past. 
As far as agricultural 
production is con-
cerned therefore, 
overall, we are in ret-
rogression mode as a 
continent. There is no 
progress to report, in 
the net position of 
our standing regard-
ing food.

Without major re-
forms, this can only 
get worse. Our pop-
ulation is growing 
at a fast rate while 
our agricultural out-
put is threatened by 
climate change. Ac-
cording to the Food 
and Agricultural 
Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), 
we waste about fifty 
percent of the food 
we produce and this 
could feed 300 mil-
lion of our people.

The statistics of food 
production com-
pared to hunger sug-
gests that Africa ac-
tually produces more 
than enough to feed 
herself. We cannot 
afford to let such loss 
continue while our 
annual food import 
bill of USD35billion is 
bigger than the GDP 
of way more than 

half of our countries. To put it another way, as 
a continent, on annual basis, we throw away 
more than the entire worth in GDP of majority 
of our countries, in avoidable food imports.

According to FAO, in Africa, the bulk of wasted 
food is from post-harvest loss and consumer 
preferences. Also, the growing middle class in 
Africa has formed consumer habits with waste-
ful perceptions of what ‘ideal food’ is and thus 
huge amount of food gets wasted.

As a continent, we could use a thorough mind-
set change to, first of all, boost our agriculture 
sector and also to maximize what we produce. 
This is a required key ingredient of our progress.

Raymond is a Chartered Risk Analyst and risk 
management consultant

rmugisha@afriaccent.com

Agriculture is Africa’s untapped 
competitive advantage

Baler-Wrapper Combination
LT-Master & VARIO-Master
• Variable Bale Sizes (Diameter: 0,6 m - 1,4 m)
• Maximum Bale Density
• Many different Materials: Hemp ∙ Corn Silage CCM ∙ Alfalfa ∙ Grass

Sugar Beet Pulp ∙ TMR (Total Mixed Ration) ∙ Whole Crop Silage ∙ And much more

Your Contact: Pierre Payré
E-Mail: pierre.payre@goeweil.com
Tel.: +43 7215 2131 46
www.goeweil.com

• Hemp Silage
• Corn Silage
• ...

BEST FORAGE QUALITY through bale silage
COST EFFICIENT & EASY TRANSPORT
INCREASE MILK & MEAT YIELD

One machine - 
countless materials.
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By Xolisa Phillip, in Johannesburg

A man wears a face mask to protect 
against coronavirus, as he pushes a 
trolley boxes of citrus fruit nearby a 
taxi rank in downtown Johannesburg, 

South Africa Monday, May 11, 2020. (AP Photo/
Themba Hadebe)

In the sixth part of our series on the impact 
of COVID-19 on South Africa, we look at the 
agriculture sector, where the citrus industry is 
exporting record volumes to Asia, following a 
surge in demand for lemons.

Current estimates are the industry will export 
more than 140 million tonnes of citrus in the 
2020 season, compared to 127 million tonnes 
in 2019.

However, red meat, poultry, milk and potato 
producers are sitting on stockpiles and strug-
gling to shift their stock in the domestic market 
because of a dramatic drop in demand. The de-
cline has been caused by the shutdown of sit-
down restaurants to observe COVID-19 health 
and safety protocols.

This segment of the agricultural value chain is 
filled with dread at the thought of cheap im-
ports from Brazil, Europe and the US flooding 
into the country and wiping out South African 
producers’ profits because of price pressures.

South Africa’s agricultural sector is vast and 
varied, the country is renowned for its grapes 
and locally produced wines. It is also synony-
mous with, among others, maize (corn),  soya, 
nuts, deciduous fruit, citrus, wool, red meat and 
poultry production.

Bottom of Form
This in-built diversification shows up in the 
pronounced differences in how the different 
industries within agriculture are faring. It also 
emerges in the unique sets of challenges facing 
some farmers.

“Agriculture was fortunate it was declared an 
essential service. Commercial farmers and 
small-scale farmers continue to farm. Small-
scale farmers got extra assistance from the de-
partment [of agriculture] – R1.5bn was given,” 
Christo van der Rheede, the deputy executive 
director of Agri SA, tells The Africa Report.

Agri SA is an agricultural federation established 
in 1904 and whose membership is drawn from 
a broad cross-section of the sector.

There have been big yields, especially in the 
maize industry, in which producers have picked 
about 15 million tonnes for this season. “We 
had good rain last year,” says Van der Rheede.

The soya yield is expected to be between 2.5 
million to 3 million tonnes. Table grape, maca-
damia nuts and deciduous fruit had a good sea-
son. Thus far, the export season for avocados, 
macadamia nuts, pecan nuts, wool skin and 
wine is mostly performing to expectations.

A total of 80% of South Africa’s pecan nut yield 
is exported to China, while 70% of the ground 
nut yield is sent to Japan.

“On the supply side, we are well stocked,” ex-
plains Van der Rheede, adding,  “we are also 
experiencing a good citrus season. Most of our 
citrus is currently being exported to interna-
tional markets.”

Drivers of citrus success
Justin Chadwick, the CEO of the Citrus Growers 
Association, credits an early start to the season 
for the industry’s good fortunes.

“Our fruit was mature earlier than in previous 
years, so we start[ed] packing and shipping ear-
lier,” Chadwick tells The Africa Report.

South African citrus arrived in overseas mar-
kets which were fairly empty and the Northern 
Hemisphere exited the market earlier than in 
previous years. This further worked in favour of 
South African growers.

The proof is reflected by the numbers. Up to 
last week, the industry packed about 50 million 
tonnes of citrus and shipped about 45 million 
tonnes. For the previous comparable period in 
2019, the industry exported 35 million tonnes.

a “In markets around the world, there seems 
to be a big demand for citrus fruits. We imag-
ine that is due to the fact citrus is considered 
a good source of vitamin C, a remedy for colds 
and flu and an immune booster. Also, citrus is 
a product you can store longer,” Chadwick said.

There have been increases in volumes to the 
Chinese market and other parts of East Asia, 
which accounts for 20% of the exports.

In 2004, when the industry first got official ac-
cess to the Chinese market, citrus exports start-
ed at 10,000 tonnes a year. The exports to China 
have since grown to 140,000 tonnes.

Japan accounts for a large proportion of the 
grapefruit export. However, the industry’s ef-
forts for greater market access to Japan have 
been thwarted by tariffs and other barriers. 
Malaysia and Bangladesh round off the Asian 
market exports where demand for citrus has 
surged.

“Up to about 20% of our product [goes] into 
Asia. If one goes [back] 10 years, we were prob-
ably at 6%,” says Chadwick.

The European Union (EU), which remains South 
African citrus growers’ biggest market, has flat-
lined and is taking the same volume year-in, 
year-out. Asia has filled the gap.

India, the Philippines and Vietnam are next on 
the horizon.

India’s large population and the fact the coun-
try favours a vegetarian diet, which requires 
consuming large quantities of fresh produce, 
make it an attractive prospect.

In February, South African growers were sched-
uled to gain access to the Philippines. “The work 
plan is being finalised, we might still get some 
produce into the Philippines this year. We are 
also working on Vietnam,” enthuses Chadwick.

Managing risk
Chadwick’s enthusiasm wanes somewhat when 
he details some of the downsides of the real-
ities on the ground. He is mindful that all the 
activity in the industry is unfolding against the 
backdrop of a global pandemic.

South Africa VS Coronavirus: 
Exports keeping agriculture afloat
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People are becoming ill. That, in turn, has a 
bearing on the fruit coming through to the sup-
ply chain efficiently.

“We have managed at farm level so far. Now and 
again, the odd pack house has closed down, 
disinfected and started again,” says Chadwick.

COVID-19 has been most disruptive at the 
ports, specifically  Cape Town in the Western 
Cape. The province is considered the epicentre 
of South Africa’s positive coronavirus cases.

The port of Cape Town has had to close and dis-
infect because of positive COVID-19 cases. It is 
operating at 50% capacity.

For the industry, that means delays.
Some volumes are being redirected by truck 

from the port of Cape Town to Port Elizabeth, 
Ngqura and Durban, which are operating at 
100%.

Transnet is working with industry to remedy 
the situation.

The delays in Cape Town will affect the citrus’ 
shelf life and arrival times in overseas markets.

Ever the optimist, Chadwick does point out that 
despite the challenges: “COVID-19 has opened 
communication. We’ve been talking with the 
chief executive of Transnet Group and directors. 
We’ve also engaged with the minister of public 
enterprises.”

Limpopo, which borders Zimbabwe; the East-
ern Cape, which neighbours Lesotho; Mpuma-
langa, next door to Mozambique and Eswatini; 
and the Western Cape, are the main four cit-
rus-growing provinces in South Africa.

Dumping warning shot
At the other end of the sector, there is a con-
certed campaign to stem the influx of cheap 
imports or dumping. It is an eventuality that 
cannot be permitted because of the enormous 
pressure this will place on South African grow-
ers and producers, insists Van der Rheede.

“It is going to distort the market. That might 
lead to an outright price fall which can result 
in many farmers going bankrupt. That’s our ap-
peal to the government – just protect our own 
industry,” implores Van der Rheede.

“We’ve seen how the dumping of poultry prod-
ucts from the EU markets into South Africa has 
played absolute havoc,” Van der Rheede sounds 
a warning.

The debt factor
The sector does not need the added compli-
cation of excess product via dumping.  Some 
South African commercial farmers already have 
their backs against the wall.

That has filtered through to the Land Bank, 
which lends to commercial farmers. The entity 
was recently downgraded because of its failure 
to repay interest on debt – a reflection on its 
own compromised loan book with commercial 
farmers.

Van der Rheede describes the situation as dire 
for all involved because of the interlinked na-
ture of this agricultural lending ecosystem, 
whose balance has now been disturbed.

The Land Bank holds 29% of the country’s ag-
ricultural debt. South Africa’s large banks have 
significant exposure to the sector. In addition, 
farmers’ co-opts, which are referred to as koop-
erasies in Afrikaans, also lend within the sector.

In his recent adjustment budget speech, fi-
nance minister Tito Mboweni allocated R3bn to 
recapitalise the Land Bank. The National Trea-
sury is helping the entity to restructure.

Van der Rheede welcomes this, but points out 
relief remains elusive for commercial farmers.

That said, farmers are thankful for the banks’ 
three-month payment holidays for vehicles and 
other tangible assets.  Most important, interest 
rates are at an historic low.

“Some big farmers borrow in the region of 
R50m-R60m; others up to R100m to buy seed 
and diesel to plant their seed. Those are big 
sums,” says Van der Rheede.

An interest rate cut of 3%-4% on a mas-
sive loan can easily mean a farmer paying 
R20,000-R30,000 less a month.

The government has pieced together a R500bn 
relief package from which funding will be 
availed for institutions to lend to small busi-
nesses. “I presume that would include commer-
cial farmers,” hopes Van der Rheede.

New challenges
In a further sign of the strained and strange 
times, criminal syndicates are threatening the 
security of diesel supply by siphoning the fuel 
off Transnet’s 3.800km pipeline that runs from 
Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, to Johannesburg, 
Gauteng.

The pipeline crosses some farmland in the two 
provinces.

“We have encouraged farmers to keep an eye 
because it is clear well-organised syndicates 
discovered they can tap the pipeline illegally,” 
according to Van der Rheede.

Workers’ plight
Workers are important stakeholders in the agri-
cultural value chain.

The Food and Allied Workers Union (Fawu) and 
other unions operating in this space are keep-
ing a pulse on events, with a view to protect 
workers’ interests.

For Fawu secretary in Gauteng Vuka Chonco, 
workers’ safety is paramount. So, too, is protect-
ing their livelihoods.

On safety, Fawu has implored the government 
to hire more inspectors to ensure compliance. 
“A few weeks ago, we had a meeting with farm-
ers and the government. Farmers confirmed 
having measures designed to curb the spread 
of COVID-19.”

The union has detected a trend of employers 
wanting to alter conditions of service retro-
spectively in response to the pressures caused 
by COVID-19. This is most pronounced among 
tobacco producers, who have mounted sever-
al unsuccessful legal challenges seeking to re-
verse the government’s ban on the sale of their 
products.

Chonco can already see the problem will shift 
to workers. “The bosses want to say on the ba-
sis that there’s an existing ban it means … job 
losses.”

In the first quarter of 2020, agriculture was the 
second-biggest contributor to South Africa’s 
unemployment rate rising to 30.1%.

“We will only know in the third quarter how the 
sector performed in the second quarter – the 
months of the lockdown,” concludes Van der 
Rheede.
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The International Islamic Trade Finance 
Corporation (ITFC), member of the Is-
lamic Development Bank (IsDB) Group, 
signed a US$200 million syndicated 

Murabaha financing agreement with the Af-
rican Export-Import Bank (Afreximbank), a 
multilateral financial institution established by 
African governments and institutional inves-
tors. The facility seeks to help African countries 
address some of the economic impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This syndication is sup-
ported by number of partners and financial 
institutions who allocated resources to the agri-
culture sector in African.

The agreement, which is indicative of ITFC’s on-
going commitment to and trust in Africa, will 
finance the export of soft commodities, such 
as raw cashew nuts, cocoa, sesame seeds and 
maize. The financing will provide critical sup-
port for the agriculture sector (the continent’s 
largest employer and a key driver of SME devel-

opment) of 11 countries in sub-Saharan Africa.

Commenting on the Murabaha financing agree-
ment, Eng. Hani Salem Sonbol, ITFC CEO, said: 
“The financing of agricultural exports during 
these extremely challenging economic condi-
tions will provide a lifeline to exporters affected 
by the impact that COVID-19 has had on the 
price of commodities. Hundreds of millions of 
people in Africa rely on agriculture for employ-
ment and many countries’ food security rests on 
the smooth and affordable import and export 
of foodstuffs. We thank our financial partners 
for joining ITFC in this syndication, particular-
ly for their unabated support in this turbulent 
time, to allocate resources for Africa. This new 
partnership with Afreximbank will go some way 
to supporting businesses and ordinary people 
as we navigate the coronavirus pandemic.”

The Africa region has been a priority for ITFC 
since its inception in 2008, mandated to an-

swer to the developmental and economic 
requirements of the member countries in 
the continent. For this reason, ITFC disbursed 
US$2.38 billion in Africa in 2019 alone, taking 
the total since 2008 to US$15.6 billion, helping 
OIC member countries in the region to achieve 
sustained economic growth, job creation and 
value creation in the key export sectors of agri-
culture, energy and manufacturing.

It is worth mentioning that ITFC first partnered 
with Afreximbank in 2017 with the signing of a 
US$100 million agreement with the aim of facil-
itating and financing exports amongst African 
countries and between Africa and the rest of 
the world. Afreximbank is also a key partner in 
the Arab Africa Trade Bridges (AATB) Program 
initiated by ITFC, a program with a mandate of 
enhancing economic integration between the 
Africa and Arab regions and strengthening SME 
export development across key sectors.

ITFC Finances Afreximbank with US$200 
Million COVID-19 Response Package for the 

Agriculture Sector in Sub Saharan Africa

Agribusiness
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Agri SA's tips for safe workplaces
d u r i n g  C O V I D - 1 9

Protect others from getting sick.
Protect yourself and others from getting sick.

WASH YOUR HANDS
When coughing and sneezing 
cover mouth and nose with 
flexed elbow or tissue.

If you have a fever, cough or difficulty 
breathing seek medical care early and 
share previous travel history with your 
health care provider.

Clean hands with alcohol-based hand rub 
or soap and water after coughing or 
sneezing and when caring for the sick.

Wash your hands with soap and running 
water when hands are visibly dirty.

If your hands are not visibly dirty, 
frequently clean them by using 
alcohol-based hand rub or soap and water.

• after coughing or sneezing

• when caring for the sick

• before, during and after
  you prepare food

• before eating

• after toilet use

• when hands are visibly dirty

• after handling animals or animal wasteAvoid close contact
when you are experiencing cough or fever.

Throw tissue into closed bin 
immediately after use.

Avoid spitting in public.

Reference: World Health Organization  I  Design Copyright © 2020 Agri SA

PIÙ KILOGRAMMI TRASPORTATI 
MAGGIORE SICUREZZA DI FRENATURA

MORE KILOS CARRIED MORE BRAKE SAFETY

Eh! Si: ma con che impianto?
     Ma con impianti di frenatura Malesani

impianto pneumatico 
e idraulico su tutti i tipi 
di trattrici italiane ed estere

pneumatic/HYdraulic BraKinG sYstem 
suitaBle on all tYpes oF aGricultural 
tractors to BraKe tHe trailers

MALESANI S.p.a. S. Bonifacio (VR) - Italy
Tel. (+39) 045 7612411 • Fax (+39) 045 7610304
www.malesani.it • e-mail: info@malesani.it

TECNOLOGIE DI FRENATURA 
BRAKING TECHNOLOGY

Oh Yes! But what is the system? 
     With braking systems Malesani of course

TECNOLOGIE DI FRENATURA
BRAKING TECHNOLOGY



20       Agrifocus African Markets | July - September 2020              www.agrifocusafrica.com

Agribusiness

Food and agriculture laws hamper food 
security in Africa and elsewhere, say Ti-
gist Gebrehiwot, Steve Cornelius and Lise 
Korsten in the journal article ‘Impact of 

global food and agriculture laws on Africa’sfood 
security’.

In a world where food security is already under 
threat from factors such as urbanisation and cli-
mate change, the changes wrought in commu-
nity food systems by globalisation are putting a 
major strain on food accessibility and availabili-
ty, especially in vulnerable communities.

Global food and agriculture laws should pro-
vide a clear method to ensure future food secu-
rity. But the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) treaty, the 1992 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and 
other legislation are all problematic in this re-
gard.

The FAO treaty, for example, created a global 
network of gene banks to store and conserve 
varieties of plants, genetic resources (GRs) and 
associated information.

These banks are open to the public. As a result, 
global food corporations often gain access to 
resources and then patent them, after a mini-
mum of ‘gene fixing’, for exclusive commercial 
exploitation, to the detriment of the farmers 
who developed the GRs.

(This is analogous to changing the colours used 
in the cartoon on the opposite page and as a re-
sult claiming the original artwork as one’s own 
and obtaining the sole rights to it.)

The CBD promotes international co-operation 
to safeguard biodiversity, with Article 15 stat-
ing that both provider and user shall take leg-
islative and administrative measures to obtain 
their fair share from the utilisation of plant re-

sources, GRs and associated knowledge.

But when it comes to access and benefit-shar-
ing (ABS), rights and obligations are hard to 
enforce once the jurisdiction is transferred to 
the user.

Although Article 15 holds that the user state 
must share the benefits with the provider state, 
there is no indication of how the shared benefit 
reaches the particular state, or what happens 
when the user state fails to comply.

The 2010 Nagoya Protocol sought to add a 
legally binding framework to the CBD. But it 
focuses on the implementation of ABS agree-
ments and lacks detail on how the implemen-
tation processes can be enforced.

The CBD also needs an additional mechanism 
for global tracking of the use of GRs in patent 
applications.

Why Africa needs 
fairer food laws
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In short, what is required is a way to identify 
misappropriation of any biological material and 
associated information or knowledge, which 
may have been used in various innovation pro-
cesses and patented to legitimise misappropri-
ation.

Intellectual property

Many developing countries view the applica-
tion of intellectual property (IP) to agriculture 
in its present form as problematic, serving only 
the interests of advanced sectors, and not those 
of vulnerable communities and ordinary farm-
ers.

For example, the 2001 International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agricul-
ture replicates plant resources and GRs com-
mon to the FAO gene bank.

The problem is that the treaty allows IP protec-

tion to biotech farmers, but denies it to tradi-
tional farmers. This has the potential to create 
unfair competition in agricultural trade be-
tween traditional and biotech farmers.

Even though the farmers’ rights are mentioned 
in the treaty, the latter does not provide clear 
direction on how farmers’ rights should be pro-
tected at the multinational level.

The increasing imbalanced application of pat-
ent law in agricultural industries aggravates 
the situation of small-scale farmers, preventing 
them from progressing from the use of agricul-
tural innovation to addressing local food secu-
rity.

Currently, 90% of the genetically modified food 
products found in grocery retailer stores are 
owned by the following eight companies from 
the developed world: Kraft (US), Nestlé (Swit-
zerland), Coca-Cola (US), PepsiCo (US), Kellogg’s 
(US), Mars (UK), General Mills (US) and Unilever 
(Netherlands-UK).

This creates monopolies in certain jurisdictions, 
and increases unfair competition.

We are not suggesting that patent law appli-
cation in agriculture be scrapped, but that the 
system be changed to distribute economic 
benefits and burdens fairly.

Furthermore, lack of investment in IP has so 
far restricted developing countries in terms of 
their global economic participation and they 
bear the burden of providing GRs and associ-
ated knowledge. Africa, for one, needs skills to 
assist in IP negotiation and ways to find alter-
native strategies to protect GRs and associated 
knowledge.

This may help prevent over-exploitation and 
further degradation of the plant resources, GRs 
and associated knowledge, as well as support 

the local economy and mitigate food insecurity.

Inclusive and balanced

With the law and economic benefits focused 
on bioengineering, ordinary farmers have been 
forced to buy food rather than farm for them-
selves and their communities.

Failing to promote equitable economic bene-
fits and burdens among nations at all levels will 
aggravate food insecurity and result in greater 
loss of resources and knowledge to farming.

The solutions currently available are all rooted 
in the same rules and policies that created the 
imbalance in the distribution of benefits and 
burdens in food and agriculture, and need to 
be corrected.

The existing mix of complex global rules gov-
erning agriculture and food prevents ordinary 
farmers from progressing in farming.

The latest FAO report indicates that 75% of crop 
diversity was lost between 1990 and 2000, and 
predicts that as much as 22% of the wild rela-
tives of important plants and seed for food will 
disappear by 2050.

Changes to laws must be made to help elevate, 
preserve and safeguard biodiversity for food 
needed for the growing human population. 
What is required is an inclusive and balanced 
legal framework that distributes economic ben-
efits and burdens fairly across the members of 
society.

‘Impact of global food and agriculture laws on 
Africa’s food security’ first appeared in De Jure 
law journal. Gebrehiwot is a post-doctoral re-
search fellow at the University of South Africa; 
Cornelius is a professor of intellectual property 
law at the University of Pretoria; and Korsten is 
a professor of plant and soil sciences at the Uni-
versity of Pretoria.
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The East African Community is set to 
miss the annual budget reading dead-
line for the financial year starting on 
Wednesday, July 1, pushing the trading 

bloc into a financial crisis that could paralyse 
many of its operations.

The EAC Council of Ministers, the body mandat-
ed with budgetary preparations and presenta-
tion, is yet to present its 2020/21 budget pro-
posals to the East African Legislative Assembly 
(Eala) budget committee with only days to go 
to the June 30th deadline.e

Payment of staff salaries, recurrent expenditure 
and supplies as well as development projects 
could grind to a halt if reading and adoption of 
the budget is delayed.

The EAC secretariat performs critical trade facil-
itation functions in the region, and is current-
ly heavily involved in finding a solution to the 
cross-border trucking standoff triggered by the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

In an interview, Vincent Biruta, Rwanda’s Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs and International Co-op-
eration who is also the chair of the EAC Council 
of Ministers, explained the failure to meet the 
June 30 budgeting deadline.

“The Council is yet to convene and approve 
the budget due to the current circumstances 
related to Covid-19 pandemic, as well as some 
member countries that need more time to get 
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prepared. We expect the Council to convene as 
soon as possible,” said Dr Biruta.

The EAC budget is funded from annual member 
contributions as well as external grants.

Besides the travelling disruption that came 
with international border closures after entry of 
the virus into the region three months ago, The 
EastAfrican has also learnt that the budgeting 
process has been marred by lethargy of some 
member countries and deaths of Burundi pres-
ident Pierre Nkurunziza as well as South Sudan 
Minister for EAC Affairs John Luk Jok.

The upcoming elections in Tanzania and Ugan-
da have also divided member countries’ atten-
tion.

EAC Secretary General Liberat Mfumukeko 
blamed the current scenario on factors “beyond 
the Community’s control.

“As for the budget and renewal of contracts, a 
Council meeting is required. We hope to hold 
one very soon, possibly next week,” said Mr 
Mfumukeko.

The EAC Secretariat operations stand to suf-
fer most, including renewal and termination 
of staff appointments and contracts, some of 
which expire on June 30, 2020, and other oper-
ations at the Arusha headquarters.

Development of regional infrastructure, which 

was allocated $2.1 million last year, is also likely 
to suffer delays.

Lack of a budget will also affect the EAC council 
and ministerial meetings, Eala operations, em-
ployment and replacement of judges and staff 
at the East African Court of Justice, and funding 
of agencies spread across the region, among 
other activities.

The EAC is at the centre of coming up with mea-
sures to enhance free cross-border movement 
of goods and services in the region, which has 
been greatly affected by border closures an-
nounced to manage the spread of coronavirus 
by truck drivers.

Failure to pass the budget on time could delay 
recovery of EAC economies that are heavily bat-
tered by the shutdowns.

Four judges of the EACJ are set to leave by June 
30, yet there are no appointments to replace 
them. The Court is staring at a shortage of judg-
es on July 1.

Effective implementation of the Common Mar-
ket Protocol -- enhancement of free movement 
of persons, labour, capital and implementation 
of commitments on other areas of co-opera-
tion as envisaged under the Common Market 
-- which was allocated $28.06 million in the 
2019/20 financial year, will also be affected.

Enhancement of regional industrial develop-
ment, agricultural value addition, skills devel-
opment, technology advancement and innova-
tion to stimulate economic development, last 
year got an allocation of $5.8 million.

The budget is expected to prioritize and al-
locate funds for various activities including 
deployment of the EAC Election Observation 
Mission to Tanzania whose election is due in 
October 2020. This too is hanging in the bal-
ance.

The Council of Ministers is required to present 
its 2020/21 budget proposals to parliament. 
“According to EAC Budget Act, Eala is expected 
to receive the tabling of the budget estimates 
from the Council chair by April 30 this year for 
consideration and passage before June 30 as 
required by EAC Treaty. Unfortunately, the As-
sembly is yet to receive any estimates from the 
executive (council of ministers),” said Abdikadir 
Omar Aden, chair of the Eala Committee on 
General Purpose-Budget.

Through its budgetary function, the Commit-
tee on General Purpose-Budget analyses the 
proposals and makes recommendations before 
presentation to the Assembly.

“It normally takes about 30 days for the Assem-
bly to process and pass the estimates,” said Mr 
Aden.

“From the look of things, I don’t see the budget 
passing before June 30 as required by the Trea-
ty. It may have to be sometime in July, depend-
ing on when the Council brings the estimates to 
the House,” he added.

The EAC’s emphasis on maintaining consensual 
decision-making in all its decisions has proven 
an uphill task due to frequent absenteeism by 
some members, including South Sudan, Burun-
di and Tanzania.

“This consensus protocol is not working. There 
is nowhere in the world where you can attain 
100 per cent turnout of members. It is upon the 
EAC Heads of State to review it,” said Mr Aden.

Rwanda’s efforts to convene a virtual confer-
ence last month hit a snag after requests from 
South Sudan, Tanzania and Burundi to post-
pone the meeting. The EAC Council chair was, 
however, non-committal as to when the bud-
get will be tabled.

“We are working on this matter and we are go-
ing to respond soon,” said Dr Biruta.
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Kenya’s Ministry of Agriculture has 
warned that desert locusts remain a 
threat in three counties as the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) cau-

tions that the swarms could soon find their way 
to West Africa.

Also, the FAO has now placed South Sudan, 
Ethiopia, Sudan, Pakistan and India on high 
alert during the next four weeks, says West Af-
rica should take precautionary measures and 
preparatory steps to battle the locusts.

The bulk of swarm formation is likely to occur 
during the next two weeks followed by a de-
cline in July.

“Locusts remain a major threat in Kenya’s Tur-
kana, Marsabit and Samburu counties,” said Prof 
Hamadi Boga, Principal Secretary of the State 
Department for Agricultural Research in the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and 
Irrigation.

In his weekly briefing on Wednesday, Prof Boga 
observed that while the situation remains pre-
carious, another four counties were counting 
their losses.

“Locusts have affected crops and plants in 
Tharaka Nithi, Makueni, Embu and Meru coun-
ties. The Red Cross is assessing the damage to 
determine who has been affected,” said Prof 
Boga.

He warned that the fight against the locusts 
was not yet over as the insect’s migratory life-
style remains unpredictable and dangerous to 
food security.

Without expedited preventative measures, the 
swarms could migrate from East Africa to West 
Africa.

“The locusts are now moving to Pakistan, India, 
South Sudan, Somalia, South Sudan and even 
Ethiopia in large numbers. They are likely to 
move to West Africa if they are not fully con-
tained,” warned Prof Boga.

Worst ever invasion

Recent forecasts by FAO have indicated a risk of 
locust invasion in West Africa from June 2020.

In Sudan, some rains have fallen so far in South 
Darfur and South Kordofan, and no locusts are 

present except for isolated adults in the Nile 
Valley.

If the rains are not sufficient, then the invading 
swarms are likely to continue to eastern Chad 
and migrate westwards across the Sahel of West 
Africa.

Thus, from Northwest Kenya, some swarms 
could reach the eastern part of the Sahel and 
continue westwards from Chad to Mauritania.

This threat should decline progressively during 
the next four weeks.

“Many countries now being hit by swarms of 
the pests have not seen locusts in recent mem-
ory and do not have the expertise to deal with 
them,” said Cyril Ferrand, head of the FAO’s resil-
ience team in East Africa.

“This is the worst locust invasion we have seen 
in our generation,” says Sahal Farah of Docol, 
an International Rescue Committee partner or-
ganisation.Some of the swarms will take about 
a week to cross South Sudan to reach South 
Kordofan and South Darfur while others will 
move north to east and northern Ethiopia.

Alert over renewed desert locust 
swarms heading into West Africa
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IndexBox latest report has revealed that the 
revenue of Africa’s grain market amounted 
to $109bn in 2018, picking up by 9% against 
the previous year. This figure reflects the total 

revenues of producers and importers (exclud-
ing logistics costs, retail marketing costs, and 
retailers’ margins, which will be included in the 
final consumer price).

The market value increased at an average an-
nual rate of +1.4% over the period from 2014 
to 2018; the trend pattern remained relatively 
stable, with somewhat noticeable fluctuations 
being observed in certain years.

Consumption by country
The countries with the highest volumes of grain 
consumption in 2018 were Egypt (44 million 
tonnes), Nigeria (31 million tonnes) and Ethi-
opia (26 million tonnes), together comprising 
37% of total consumption. These countries 
were followed by Algeria, Morocco, South Af-
rica, Tanzania, Mali, Sudan, Kenya, Niger and 
Tunisia, which together accounted for a further 
38%.

Market forecast to 2030
Driven by increasing demand for grain in Africa, 
the market is expected to continue an upward 
consumption trend over the next decade. Mar-
ket performance is forecast to retain its current 
trend pattern, expanding with an anticipated 
CAGR of +2.5% for the period from 2018 to 
2030, which is projected to bring the market 
volume to 366 million tonnes by the end of 
2030.

Production in Africa
The grain production totaled 201M tonnes in 
2018, increasing by 1.6% against the previ-
ous year. The total output volume increased 
at an average annual rate of +1.5% from 2014 
to 2018; the trend pattern remained relatively 
stable, with only minor fluctuations being ob-
served throughout the analyzed period. The 
most prominent rate of growth was recorded in 
2017 with an increase of 6.7% against the pre-
vious year.

The volume of grain production peaked in 2018 
and is expected to retain its growth in the near 
future. The general positive trend in terms of 

grain output was largely conditioned by a slight 
increase of the harvested area and a relatively 
flat trend pattern in yield figures.

Production by country
The countries with the highest volumes of grain 
production in 2018 were Nigeria (26M tonnes), 
Ethiopia (25M tonnes) and Egypt (22M tonnes), 
together accounting for 37% of total produc-
tion. South Africa, Morocco, Tanzania, Mali, 
Sudan, Niger, Algeria, Burkina Faso and Kenya 
lagged somewhat behind, together accounting 
for a further 37%.

Harvested area and yield in Africa
In 2018, the grain harvested area in Africa 
amounted to 125 million hectares, remaining 
relatively unchanged against the previous year. 
The average yield of grain in Africa stood at 1.6 
tonne per ha, flattening at the previous year.

Exports in Africa
In 2018, the grain exports in Africa stood at 2.3 
million tonnes, growing by 14% against the 
previous year. In value terms, grain exports 
stood at $720m.

Exports by country
South Africa represented the largest exporter of 
grain exported in Africa, with the volume of ex-
ports accounting for 1.2 million tonnes, which 
was near 52% of total exports in 2018. Uganda 
(471k tonnes) took the second position in the 
ranking, distantly followed by Tanzania (212k 
tonnes) and Zambia (144k tonnes).

All these countries together occupied near 36% 
share of total exports. Kenya (70k tonnes), Su-
dan (46k tonnes) and Burkina Faso (44k tonnes) 
followed a long way behind the leaders.

Exports from South Africa decreased at an av-
erage annual rate of -17.0% from 2014 to 2018. 
At the same time, Kenya (+64.3%), Uganda 
(+37.8%), Tanzania (+32.4%), Zambia (+10.8%) 
and Sudan (+3.6%) displayed positive paces of 
growth. Moreover, Kenya emerged as the fast-
est-growing exporter exported in Africa, with a 
CAGR of +64.3% from 2014-2018.

By contrast, Burkina Faso (-10.3%) illustrated a 
downward trend over the same period. Uganda 

(+15 p.p.), Tanzania (+6.2 p.p.), Kenya (+2.6 p.p.) 
and Zambia (+2.1 p.p.) significantly strength-
ened its position in terms of the total exports, 
while South Africa saw its share reduced by 
-57.6% from 2014 to 2018, respectively. The 
shares of the other countries remained relative-
ly stable throughout the analyzed period.

In value terms, South Africa ($407m) remains 
the largest grain supplier in Africa, comprising 
56% of total grain exports. The second position 
in the ranking was occupied by Uganda ($94m), 
with a 13% share of total exports. It was fol-
lowed by Tanzania, with a 10% share.

In South Africa, grain exports plunged by an 
average annual rate of -13.9% over the period 
from 2014-2018. In the other countries, the aver-
age annual rates were as follows: Uganda (+27.8% 
per year) and Tanzania (+32.0% per year).

Imports in Africa
In 2018, approx. 73 million tonnes of grain were 
imported in Africa; increasing by 4.5% against 
the previous year. In value terms, grain imports 
amounted to $15n.

Imports by country
In 2018, Egypt (22 million tonnes), distantly fol-
lowed by Algeria (14 million tonnes), Morocco 
(6.8 million tonnes), Nigeria (5 million tonnes) 
and Tunisia (3.5 million tonnes) were the key 
importers of grain, together achieving 70% of 
total imports. The following importers - Libya (3 
million tonnes), Sudan (2.9 million tonnes), Ken-
ya (2.4 million tonnes), South Africa (2.2 million 
tonnes) and Zimbabwe (1.2 million tonnes) - to-
gether made up 16% of total imports.

From 2014 to 2018, the most notable rate of 
growth in terms of imports, amongst the main 
importing countries, was attained by Zimba-
bwe, while imports for the other leaders experi-
enced more modest paces of growth.

In value terms, the largest grain importing mar-
kets in Africa were Egypt ($4.1b), Algeria ($2.6B) 
and Morocco ($1.4b), with a combined 54% 
share of total imports. These countries were fol-
lowed by Nigeria, Tunisia, Sudan, Libya, Kenya, 
South Africa and Zimbabwe, which together 
accounted for a further 30%.

Crops

Africa’s grain market revenue picking 
up by 9% against the previous year.
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BMG specialists stress that proper instal-
lation of the hose is essential to correct 
operation and safe use of the hose and 
related equipment. Improper installa-

tion of the hose can result in serious injury or 
property damage caused by spraying fluids or 
flying projectiles.

BMG’s portfolio of components for fluid power 
systems and general industrial applications, in-
cludes the full range of Eaton Winner hydraulic 
braided and spiral hose and fittings, that meets 
stringent industry standards for pressure, tem-
perature and abrasion resistance.

Eaton’s Winner series has been designed for de-
pendable operation and extended service life 
in heavy-duty equipment and various applica-
tions in general industry, mining, construction, 
forestry and agriculture.

“BMG’s Eaton Winner braided and spiral hose 
and related fittings are perfectly matched hy-
draulic hoses and fittings, which ensure safe 
and reliable conveying of petroleum and wa-
ter-based hydraulic fluids at high pressure, 
even in the most demanding environments,” 
says David Dyce, BMG’s Business Unit Manager, 
Fluid Technology, high pressure. “Apart from 
ensuring that all hoses are supplied with sys-
tem-matched fittings, the BMG team stresses 
that extreme care must be taken in the correct 
installation methods and maintenance proce-

dures. Hose assemblies can be highly danger-
ous if misapplied and if inadequate attention is 
given to the maintenance of hose and related 
equipment.”

According to BMG specialists, key factors to 
consider during correct hose installation in-
clude changes in hose length, the correct bend 
radius, protection of the hose from high tem-
perature sources and the importance of elbows 
and adapters to relieve strain. It is also critical 
to prevent rubbing and abrasion of the hose, as 
well as twisting and improper hose movement.

Proper maintenance of hoses and related 
equipment is essential for safe and depend-
able operation, as well as extended service-life 
of the system. Important factors to consider 
include visual inspection of the hose before in-
stallation and if there is a cut or gouge in the 
cover that exposes the reinforcement, this hose 
should be discarded.

Hose should also be inspected for kinking or 
broken reinforcement and if the outside diam-
eter of the hose is reduced by 20% at the spot 
where it is bent, this hose should not be used. 
Hoses must be stored in a dry place.

BMG’s comprehensive range of Eaton Winner 
hose and fittings include Eaton’s latest genera-
tion of 4S/6S spiral hose and hose fittings. These 
fittings are designed for high-pressure hydrau-
lic systems in mobile and industrial equipment 
used in machine-building, mining, construction 
and agriculture sectors.[/caption]

Inadequate attention to maintenance of the 
hose can result in hose leakage, bursting and 
other failures, which can cause serious injury or 
property damage.

Included in BMG’s Eaton Winner range are 4S/6S 
spiral hose and hose fittings, designed for use in 
high pressure hydraulic systems used in mobile 
machinery and equipment.

This new series of spiral hose fittings incorpo-
rates major technological advancements in 
fitting design, that provides a high-performing 
spiral hose assembly for the most demanding 
applications. Notable features of Eaton Winner 
fittings include the elimination of cool-down 
leakage, advanced metal fitting corrosion pro-
tection and a simple, user-friendly hose fitting 

assembly process.

Eaton 4S/6S hose assemblies - which refer to 
the 4-spiral and 6-spiral wire reinforcement of 
the hose approved with respective 4S and 6S 
series fittings - exceeds stringent industry spec-
ifications.

Eaton’s DURA-SEAL™ technology eliminates 
hose assembly cool-down leakage, thus reduc-
ing equipment downtime and extending life of 
the hose assembly. DURA-KOTE™ plating tech-
nology offers over 1 000 hours of corrosion pro-
tection on carbon steel fittings, which is three 
times the corrosion protection of most compet-
itive hose fittings.

The MatchMate™ hose/fitting identification sys-
tem helps the assembler of spiral hose and hose 
fittings to quickly and easily identify the correct 
hose and hose fitting to be crimped together. 
This system not only enhances reliability and 
safety of the product, but also reduces wastage 
from assembling the wrong hose and fitting.

Eaton 4S/6S hose is designed for applications 
that include high pressure hydraulic systems, 
petroleum and water-based fluids, as well as 
construction and agriculture equipment. This 
range consists of a synthetic rubber tube and 
cover with 4 and 6-spiral wire reinforcement. 
An ink transfer layline in this series is standard 
allowing for easy identification of the hose 
type. Matching hose and hose ends reduce the 
chance of assembly error.

BMG’s comprehensive catalogue of hydraulics 
hoses and fittings includes an easy-to-follow 
reference fluid compatibility and resistance 
chart, technical information on BMG’s extensive 
range of hoses, fittings and adapters, as well as 
critical information on correct product selec-
tion, installation and safety guidelines.

Other products available from the company’s 
fluid technology division include industrial 
hose, hydraulic valves, accumulators, cylinders, 
heat exchangers, hydraulic motors and hydrau-
lic plumbing, pumps and reservoir accessories.

BMG’s fluid technology services encompass 
project engineering and consulting, cylinder 
design and manufacture, hydraulic training, re-
pair and testing and onsite container services.

The Importance Of Correct Installation & 
Maintenance Methods For Hydraulic Hose & Fittings
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Machinery

One of Uzbekistan’s largest cotton 
producers will soon be making use 
of a new fleet of Case IH machinery 
in its fields.

With cotton being the principal cash crop for 
Uzbekistan, the new Case IH machinery—
which includes 120 Puma tractors, 46 Cotton 
Express cotton pickers (both the CE420 and 
CE630 models), and 23 Axial-Flow 4088 com-
bine harvesters with header attachments—will 
improve productivity and contribute to the rap-
idly increasing mechanisation of the country’s 
industry.

More than 100 additional machines and imple-
ments from other CNH Industrial brands will 
complement the Case IH machines to support 
cotton production through every stage from 
plowing to planting, cultivating to harvesting, 
and residue management. Some of the machin-
ery will also be used in the grain harvest follow-
ing the end of the cotton season.

With the Puma tractors manufactured in Saint 
Valentin, Austria, Axial-Flow combines pro-
duced in Harbin, China, and Cotton Express 
cotton pickers manufactured in Benson, USA, 
Case IH and CNH Industrial have found innova-
tive ways of overcoming unprecedented global 

logistics challenges due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Working with a number of partners to employ 
a mixture of transport modes, the most optimal 
and sustainable processes have been followed 
for getting the huge shipment of equipment 
from right across the globe to its final destina-
tion, in time for the Uzbek cotton harvest.

Case IH has a long history in the cotton industry 
around the world, with legacy brand Interna-
tional Harvester launching the world’s first suc-
cessful mechanical cotton picker in 1942.

Case IH machinery destined 
for Uzbek cotton fields

Working with a number of partners to employ a mixture of transport modes, the most optimal and 
sustainable processes have been followed for getting the huge shipment of equipment from right 

across the globe to its final destination, in time for the Uzbek cotton harvest.
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• New Holland  extends  fur-
ther  the  broad  range  of  
on-board  destemming  
and  sorting systems for 

its Braud grape harvesters;

• A compact sorting system with 
a roller sorting table under the 
destemmer, it offers an improved 
harvest quality compare to a stan-
dard destemmer;

• Available on the Braud 8030L only, 
it provides with an additional 
sorting solution for the compact 
range.

Presented at SITEVI 2019, the Combi-Grape™ 
is a new sorting system available only on the 
Braud 8030L compact grape harvester. This 
system offers an intermediate harvest quality 
between a standard destemmer and the Op-
ti-Grape™. It has been developed to meet the 
needs of winemakers looking for a destemming 
and sorting system of premium-red varietals.

Since 2002, all New Holland Braud grape har-
vesters can be fitted with a destemmer, a fea-
ture that has undergone continuous improve-

ments over the last two decades, and is now 
able to process every grape variety, every yield 
in every part of the world.

The Opti-Grape, launched in 2013, was the first 
New Holland Braud on-board sorting table. It 
features a destemmer, two sorting tables with 
rollers and an air-cushion sorting system to per-
fectly clean the harvest. This system delivers the 
best harvest quality ever achieved on board a 
grape harvester.

Pierre Cayrouse, Grape Harvester Product mar-
keting specialist for Grape Harvesters at New 
Holland France, says: “The Combi-Grape com-
bines harvest quality and simple operation. We 
have chosen the best performance/quality ratio 
on our compact machine so that our customers 
working in private cellars continue to enhance 
their production while improving the quality of 
the harvest.

“Processing the grapes can be done directly, 
without crushing the harvest and with excep-
tional cleanliness. Our machine is perfectly 
sized for the needs of medium-sized vineyards. 
The controls are at the driver’s fingertips, mak-
ing operation easy! The 8030L Combi-Grape is a 
concentrate of Braud know-how,” he adds.

A smart and compact sorting table

The new Combi-Grape features a sorting table 
with specific rollers under a standard destem-
mer. The receiving conveyors feed the grapes 
into the destemmer. The stems are expelled at 
the back of the machine. All the free grapes and 
the MOG (Material Other than Grape) fall on the 
sorting table, which features open rollers that 
allow the grapes to fall into the hopper. Leaf 
pieces and petioles are guided by the rollers to 
the side of the machine and drop down to the 
floor.

The Combi-Grape is able to remove all the peti-
oles inside the harvest, delivering a higher crop 
quality compared to the standard destemmer.

The sorting table was built to work in very di-
verse conditions. Depending on the crop variet-
ies, it can process grapes of different sizes. The 
operator can adjust from the cab the distance 
between rollers from 14 mm to 23 mm. The 
roller speed can be controlled from the multi-
function handle to adapt the system’s capacity 
to the yield. The sorting table can slide to the 
side of the machine to facilitate daily washing 
operation.

The Combi-Grape works on the Braud 8030L in 
most conditions and grape varieties.

Machinery

New Holland launches the new Combi-Grape 
sorting system for the Braud grape harvesters
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An April 2020 study, the results of which 
have been widely published globally, 
and locally by The Times, stresses the 
value of eating more foods rich in fla-

vonoids to protect against dementia in general 
and Alzheimer’s disease in particular.

Researchers at the Jean Mayer USDA Human 
Nutrition Research Center on Aging (USDA 
HNRCA) at Tufts University in Massachusetts, 
looked at 2,801 participants aged 50 and older 
to investigate the relationship between eating 
foods containing flavonoids and the risk of de-
veloping Alzheimer’s disease, and other related 
dementias, over a period of nearly 20 years.

Flavonoids are natural substances found in 
plants, fruits, and vegetables, such as pears, 
apples, berries, onions, and plant-based drinks 
like tea and wine, as well as in dark chocolate. 
Flavonoids have previously been linked to a 
wide variety of health benefits, however pre-
vious studies which have looked at the link 
between nutrition and dementia have usually 
only looked at diet over a short period of time.

The findings of the new long-term study, pub-
lished in the American Journal of Clinical Nutri-
tion, showed that participants who had a low 
intake of three types of flavonoids appeared to 
have a higher risk of dementia than those with 
the highest intake.

The Times reported an AFP and Relaxnews sto-

ry that showed, more specifically, those with a 
low intake of flavonoids (found in apples, pears 
and tea) or a low intake of flavonoid polymers 
(also in apples, pears and tea) appeared to have 
twice the risk of developing Alzheimer’s disease 
and related dementias, while a low intake of an-
thocyanins (found in blueberries, strawberries 
and red wine) was associated with a four-fold 
risk of developing Alzheimer’s disease and re-
lated dementias.

The researchers explain that a low intake was 
equal to no berries per month, around one-
and-a-half apples per month and no tea. A high 
intake was equal to around 7.5 cups of blueber-
ries or strawberries per month, eight apples and 
pears per month, and 19 cups of tea per month.

“Our study gives us a picture of how diet over 
time might be related to a person’s cognitive 
decline, as we were able to look at flavonoid 
intake over many years prior to participants’ 
dementia diagnoses,” said senior author Paul 
Jacques.

“With no effective drugs currently available for 
the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease, prevent-
ing disease through a healthy diet is an import-
ant consideration.”

“Tea, specifically green tea, and berries are good 
sources of flavonoids,” said first author Esra 
Shishtar. “When we look at the study results, we 
see that the people who may benefit the most 

from consuming more flavonoids are people at 
the lowest levels of intake, and it doesn’t take 
much to improve levels. A cup of tea a day or 
some berries two or three times a week would 
be adequate,” she said.

Jacques also added that even later in life at age 
50, which was the age at which the participants 
first had their diets analysed, it’s still not too late 
to make positive diet changes.

“The risk of dementia really starts to increase 
over age 70, and the take-home message is, 
when you are approaching 50 or just beyond, 
you should start thinking about a healthier diet 
if you haven’t already,” he said.

As the largest exporter of South African apples 
and pears, Tru-Cape Fruit Marketing is bolstered 
by news of these findings. Quality Manager 
Henk Griessel, says scientists have known for 
a long time that apples and pears have many 
health benefits and the role that flavonoids play 
in reducing inflammation is especially good for 
brain health. “Any news that increases the con-
sumption of apples and pears is good news for 
us but I like to focus on the point the lead re-
searcher makes: in the absence of medicine to 
treat Alzheimer’s disease, a healthy diet is prov-
en to help and eating just eight apples or pears 
a month has been shown to reduce the risk of 
Alzheimer’s disease.”

Eating just eight apples or pears a month shown 
to reduce the risk of Alzheimer’s disease
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Shurugwi communal farmer, Elizabeth 
Siyapi (57) can no longer be scammed 
by unscrupulous middlemen to sell her 
crops cheaply. Nowadays, before she 

takes her produce to market she scours her 
mobile phone, which has become an essential 
digital agriculture data bank, for the best prices 
on the market.

“When my livestock are sick, instead of waiting 
for an extension officer to physically visit me 
for help, which may take days, I just consult my 
phone to look for information on what to do,” 
she told IPS.

Siyaphi is one of approximately 34,000 small 
holder farmers across the country collectively 
using two smart phone-based solutions, Kuri-
ma Mari and Agrishare, promoted by German 
development agency, Welthungerhilfe Zimba-
bwe, to find markets, extension services, weath-
er information and hire agriculture equipment.

Tawanda Mthintwa Hove, the head of digital 
agriculture at Welthungerhilfe Zimbabwe, said 
farmers have been using Kurima Mari to learn 
good agricultural practices and link with mar-
kets since 2016.

“Kurima Mari is available offline which elimi-
nates the need for buying data. An extension 
officer updates the application on a regular ba-
sis and the updates are shared using bluetooth 
making it costless to the farmer,” he told IPS. 
“Whilst Agrishare is an online-based solution, it 

enables farmers to secure the best equipment 
in their homes, which reduces mobility costs.”

Over the last three years Siyaphi has utilised 
digital agriculture to find good agricultural 
practices. And her maize yield has multiplied 
from two 50-kilogram bags of maize to over 
three and a half tonnes.

• Though during the current 
COVID-19 lockdown in this south-
ern African nation, her yields have 
reduced because of water restric-
tions.

• She told IPS that while markets 
remain available through the app, 
mostly via farmer to farmer con-
tacts, transporting her produce to 
market has become the biggest 
problem because of lockdown re-
strictions. The current lockdown 
is in place indefinitely, though re-
viewed every two weeks by gov-
ernment.

• Hove said that mobile digital tech-
nologies improve the quantity and 
quality of farmer’s harvests by giv-
ing them current information on 
production practices. They also 
facilitate linkages, weather adviso-
ry services, add efficiency to com-
modity systems, which in the long 

run help increase farmer’s yields 
and make them more profitable.

• In recent years, Zimbabwe has wit-
nessed a rapid growth in the use of 
digital agriculture.

• Other digital agriculture inno-
vations include the Zimbabwe 
Farmers Union (ZFU) and Econet 
Wireless championed, Ecofarmer 
Combo programme, which deliv-
ers weather-based insurance, real 
time location-based weather in-
formation and farming tips to over 
80,000 communal farmers.

• Started by the churches in 2019, 
Turning Matabeleland Green, is 
another digital agriculture pro-
gramme that uses satellite tech-
nology to send weather informa-
tion and farming advice to over 
2,000 farmers via the short mes-
sage service.

Paul Zakariya, ZFU executive director, told IPS 
that mobile technology has enabled farmers 
to get farming advice in real-time, make online 
payments for inputs and services and access 
extension services from the tap of a phone, 
services that were previously available only 
through pamphlets and meetings.

Digital Agriculture Benefits Zimbabwe’s 
Farmers but Mobile Money Is Costly
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Technology

According to the Food Sustainability Index, cre-
ated by the Barilla Centre for Food and Nutrition 
(BCFN)  and the Economist Intelligence Unit 
(EIU), “Precision farming and new digital tools 
can help, enhancing the efficiency and sustain-
ability of farming, while improving yields”.

But Charles Dhewa, the chief executive officer 
of Knowledge Transfer Africa, an indigenous 
systems company that operates eMkambo, an-
other digital agriculture solution, said mobile 
applications were not yet directly benefitting 
smallholder farmers here.

“A few elite farmers with appropriate android 
phones could be benefitting here and there. 
That is why we have not positioned eMkambo 
Nest as a lead solution in our eMkambo plat-
form,” he told IPS.

Dhewa stated that although content was im-
portant, many farmers and traders don’t have 
time and bandwidth to toy with many of the 
available mobile and digital farming applica-
tions. The channels have reached their limits 
and are disintegrated, in addition to causing 
information asymmetry amongst farmers.

Digital literacy and the high cost of mobile 
communication is also reversing gains that 
could have been made by digital technology.

“The high cost of mobile money is worsening 
the situation, rendering mobile technology 
more of a luxury than a necessity,” he said. “Pay-

ing for agricultural commodities through mo-
bile money is now more expensive.”

Zakariya said despite an increased deployment 
of digital technologies in agriculture, farmers 
were using ICTs much less to improve agri-busi-
ness. Beyond mobile applications, the country 
has been slow in adopting other appropriate 
technologies and innovations crucial in com-
mercialising the country’s agriculture, which 
remains mostly subsistence.

There is little use of high-end technologies with 
potential to enhance production and value 
chain competitiveness such as crop protection 
technology, soil and moisture sensors, drones, 
precision farming, molecular technology, use 
of global positioning systems and geographic 
information systems (GIS).

Zakariya said the uptake of modern, sophis-
ticated technologies was capital intensive for 
most farmers while many more farmers lacked 
knowledge on the use and efficacy of the newer 
technologies.

Dhewa said that GIS has a better future in agri-
culture than mobile applications sharing infor-
mation.

• The Digitalisation of the Afri-
can Agriculture Report 2018-19 
said there has been a significant 
growth in digitalisation for agricul-
ture across the continent during 

the past 10 years.

• The report, authored by the Tech-
nical Centre for Agricultural and 
Rural Cooperation, said by 2019, 
there were about 390 distinct, ac-
tive digitalisation for agriculture 
solutions, where 33 million small 
holder farmers were registered.

• But despite the impressive growth 
figures, only 42 percent of the reg-
istered farmers and pastoralists 
are using the solutions with any 
frequency.

According to Hove, it is rural farmers that have 
been hit hard by COVID-19 lockdown restric-
tions and prohibitive data costs, as such many 
can’t move their produce easily and have been 
deprived of income. This has forced some farm-
ers to resort to middlemen.

Still, Hove said, some rural farmers have been 
able to find markets through the contact list 
(farmer to farmer) on the app as opposed to us-
ing the real-time markets list.

Meanwhile Siyapi said that she and other farm-
ers struggle to buy data. As a lead and success-
ful farmer, she requires about $16 a month in 
data but says other farmers can make do with 
$2.20 to download updates and peruse the 
marketplace.
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Farm Radio Trust has been broadcasting 
programmes about agriculture, weath-
er, education and healthcare since 2009. 
(Image source: Lars Plougmann/Flickr)

Besides providing food assistance to more than 
a million, Farm Radio Trust also provides infor-
mation to the rural sections of the society, such 
as, agricultural advisories, radio dramas and 
programmes related to school curriculum and 
health care providers.

Every day it reaches out to more than 700,000 
listeners, and its programmes are picked up by 
Zodiak Broadcasting Station, which has a base 
of 2.9mn national listeners. As a response to the 
pandemic, Farm Radio Trust continues to share 
messages of awareness among the rural farmers.

Since the discovery of COVID-19, governments 
in African countries are taking stringent mea-
sures to contain the spread, which includes 
closely monitoring and preventing the move-
ment of people from one part of the country to 
another.

But for people who live in the rural areas or 
those who have no access to newspaper, televi-
sion or social media, there is a lack of proper in-
formation and knowledge, which can soon lead 
to misinformation, fake news and an irrational 
panic and fear among the people.

John Mpakeni, a producer at Farm Radio Trust, 
said, “I source accurate information about the 
pandemic from Ministry of Health, to produce 
appropriate programmes for the farmers.” “I also 

engage with a lot with farmers when I am in 
the field, collecting radio programme content. 
When we see that more and more farmers have 
handwashing facilities at their homes, and at 
meeting points; it encourages us to work hard-
er,” he added.

“My role here is to collect market-price data 
from farmers. However, because our radio also 
speaks about the virus, some farmers ask about 
COVID-19 too. I have the official messages sent 
by the Ministry of Health, so it is easy to re-
spond to the farmers’ queries. One never knows 
who can be saved through this small gesture,” 
revealed Takondwa Chindiwo, a call centre in-
tern at the Trust.

Malawi with a population of about 18 mn, has 
registered an increase in the number of natural 
disasters, in the recent past; including floods, 
dry spells, strong winds, diseases and pest out-
breaks.

People’s livelihoods have been destroyed by 

these, caused hunger and poverty to increase. 

COVID-19 will be a threat to millions, already 

afflicted with malnutrition, climate change and 

natural hazards.

WFP is working all over the world to maintain 

assistance programmes, despite the global out-

break, and developed a plan to reorganise food 

distributions, in such a way that the staff, as well 

as the food assistance programme volunteers, 

remain safe, while providing to the vulnerable.

Gladys Phiri who works for the radio trust in 

Lilongwe, Malawi’s capital, on the other hand, 

mentioned that she practises all the preventive 

measures, as recommended by the Ministry 

of Health. “Even at home and wherever I go, I 

practise personal hygiene and regularly wash 

my hands with soap. I keep a distance while 

interacting and limit my movement outdoors,” 

she added.

arm Radio Trust, a long-term partner of the World Food Programme (WFP) in Malawi, is using radio and 
other channels such as a dedicated hotline and texting, to share weather information and agricultural 
advisories with smallholder farmers

Farm Radio Trust programme helping 
Malawi farmers amid COVID-19
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AGCO, one of the leading manufacturers 
of agricultural machinery and 
solutions, has relaunched its vision to 
bring sustainable high-tech solutions 

for farmers

Environmental concerns are driving society’s 
perception of agriculture, including animal 
welfare. (Image source: AGCO Corporation)

“Our new vision—Sustainable high-tech 
solutions for farmers feeding the world—better 
represents our thoughtful approach to helping 
our farmers and our business continually find 
better and more sustainable ways to raise the 
food people need, all around the world,” said 
Martin Richenhagen, president and CEO of 
AGCO Corporation.

“As the world celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of Earth Day last month, we felt it was the right 
time to stress the importance of sustainability 
in our company’s vision.”

Agriculture is one of the most essential 
industries in the world. As the population 
grows to a projected 10bn people by 2050, the 
potential impact agriculture can have on the 
health of our planet is tremendous. As a global 
leader in agriculture, AGCO has a responsibility 
to help ensure we make a positive impact 

for the farmers who use our solutions, the 
communities they feed and the environment 
we all share.

AGCO precision agriculture tools help farms and 
machines run more efficiently with lower inputs 
and higher yields. Sustainable productivity 
arises through technology, innovation and 
integrated solutions to grow more food and 

deliver higher farm income.

Environmental concerns are driving society’s 
perception of agriculture, including animal 
welfare. AGCO is providing cage-free egg 
equipment and creates solutions to reduce 
stress and maximise comfort while maintaining 
healthy animals and encouraging natural 
behaviour.

AGCO relaunches vision for sustainable 
high-tech farming solutions
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Easy-entry poultry cut-up automation

In today’s tough times, there are various 
reasons for poultry processors to reconsid-
er the number of operatives in their cut-up 
department and think about automating 

the process. Even if space is at a premium and 
budget is important, Marel’s ACM-NT Compact 
automated cut-up solution can fit in any poul-
try processing plant to fulfill all of the cut-up 
needs. Making use of ACM-NT’s proven breast, 
leg and wing cutting modules, the custom-de-
signed system can make any high-grade chick-
en part customers ask for. 

When a market, wherever in the world, grad-
ually moves from whole bird to chicken parts, 
the volume of cut-up parts might be getting 
too large to handle manually, also in terms of 
labor availability. This is the perfect moment 
to take the first step in cut-up automation. 
Marel’s ACM-NT Compact is a “slim fit” cut-up 
system that will always match budgets. It is the 
easy-entry ticket to the world of automated 
cut-up.

Flexible set-up with countless options
Each individual processor can set up the ACM-
NT Compact cut-up system just like it will fit 
best in the production. Its flexible layout allows 
to head out in all directions. It all depends on 
what kind of end products are to be produced. 
It’s possible to focus on wing products, leg 
products or breast products. Once the appropri-
ate modules that comply with customers’ end 
products demands have been chosen, ACM-NT 
Compact does what it needs to do and fulfills all 
product needs, the options are countless. While 
performing the highest percentage of A-grade 
cuts in the industry, it can cut any specific chick-
en part customers ask for. This includes Quick 
Service Restaurant customers, who increasing-
ly ask for chicken products accurately cut into 
bone-in pieces to compose multi-piece chicken 
buckets. With the appropriate modules, ACM-
NT Compact is able to produce these pieces, 
exactly according to the specifications of the 
QSR chain.

Always fit in

ACM-NT Compact takes into account the avail-
able space in a processing plant. The system of-
fers three standardized overhead steel frames, 
all with a small footprint. Even when space in 
the factory is at a premium, ACM-NT Compact 
will still fit in.

Shackling products and, if necessary, bypass-
ing modules are simple manual processes. 
The maximum capacity depends on shackling 
speed, usually 6,500 products per hour.

Full-blown solution
A first investment in an ACM-NT Compact sys-
tem – custom-designed to match every budget 
– will immediately give access to first-class au-
tomated cut-up, making use of the same mod-
ules as a full-blown ACM-NT solution. If custom-
er demand increases even more, upgrading 
is easy with gradual investments in time. The 
modular system can grow from straightforward 
production of chicken parts to a powerful in-
line cut-up solution, achieving multiple cuts in-
telligently and simultaneously without manual 
interference.

ACM-NT Compact’s customized set-up always matches space and budget

Marel’s easy-entry 
poultry cut-up system
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• SA's poultry sector is bracing 
itself for a tough time af+ter 
Covid-19, as producers warn 
of increased chicken dumping 

ahead. 

• FairPlay founder Francois Baird be-
lieves that once disrupted supply 
chains start moving again, chicken 
that is waiting in cold storage will be 
dumped in SA. 

• SA's chicken consumption is growing, 
and chicken is increasingly imported 
rather than locally produced. 

South Africa’s poultry sector is bracing itself for 
a tough time ahead, as producers warn that an 
avalanche of chicken will hit the country after 
the Covid-19 pandemic, exacerbating chicken 
dumping issues that have plagued producers 
for more than a decade.

With the country under lockdown for almost 
four months, many businesses have not been 
able to trade and the chicken sector is no ex-
ception.

Francois Baird, founder of the FairPlay Move-
ment, an anti-predatory trade organisation, 
said once supply chains that were disrupted 
by Covid-19 start moving, then all the chicken 
that is waiting in cold storage will be dumped 
in South Africa.

"In the past, excess chicken has been dumped 
in South Africa. How do we know that? Because 
countries and producers have been found 
guilty of dumping, that’s why we have some 
anti-dumping tariffs put in place against some 
of them,” Baird said in a webinar late last week.

South Africa's chicken producers have been 
vocal about the impact of dumping on the do-

mestic market, particularly by the US and Eu-
rope, which they argue is killing the sector and 
destroying jobs. The dumping of chickens in 
South Africa results in domestic producers, par-
ticularly those of a smaller scale, being pushed 
out of the market.

The threat of dumping is very real and one of 
the most prominent examples is Ghana, which 
saw its industry destroyed and is attempting 
to recover. The SA industry employs about 110 
000 directly and indirectly.

Between 2000 and 2010, South Africa's chicken 
products consumption increased by about 680 
000 tonnes, 86% of which was supplied by local 
producers and 14% was imported, according to 
a 2019 report by the Bureau for Food and Ag-
ricultural Policy. However, the trend changed 
from 2008 to 2017, local chicken consumption 
grew by 380 000 tonnes but only 27% came 
from domestic producers and 73% was import-
ed.

Sifiso Ntombela, chief economist at the Na-
tional Agriculture Marketing Council, placed 
local consumption at two million tons and local 
production at 1.6 million tons imports between 
2010 and 2018.

Ntombela, who was also at the webinar, said 
local consumption grew by just over 2% annu-
ally during that time and local production grew 
by about 3%, while imports increased by more 
than 8%.

He said the pandemic had exposed structural 
weaknesses that existed in the sector before it 
hit, such as the lack of transformation.

Since joining the World Trade Organisation, he 
said South Africa has, to a large extent, reduced 
tariffs that provided protection to its domestic 

market and instead opened it up more to inter-
national competition, while reducing support 
to domestic producers.

He added that growth solutions need to not 
only focus on imports but also on exports, be-
cause the current price structure makes it diffi-
cult for the sector to compete with prices from 
places like Brazil and Europe due to the high 
cost of feed.

The expected dumping is just one issue the in-
dustry has to contend with. Producers are also 
grappling with reduced demand for chicken 
products as South Africans eat less during the 
lockdown.

Izaak Breitenbach, GM of the South African 
Poultry Association, said local chicken con-
sumption dropped by 18% during Level 5 and 
13% at Level 4.

He explained that consumers have been favour-
ing frozen chicken products that they can eat at 
home and that caterers who use fresh chicken 
products have not been buying as much due to 
the lockdown.

The drop has improved to 7% under Level 
three, as restaurants that make up 20% of total 
consumption, slowly open up.

The industry, however, was expecting an even 
bigger impact as South Africa’s Covid-19 infec-
tion rate continues to escalate with infections 
approaching the 250 000 mark.

"We employ between 500 and 1 000 people in 
a slaughterhouse. That is really being very pe-
dantically managed but we must expect that 
a vast amount of people will become positive 
over time but we don't want people to become 
positive at the same time," he said.

For struggling SA chicken producers, post-
Covid-19 world promises a flood of imports
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Around the world, biodiversity is drop-
ping precipitously. In North America, 
about three billion birds have been 
lost over recent decades and amphib-

ian populations are declining at a rate of about 
four per cent per year. Globally, insects are 
vanishing at a rate of about nine per cent per 
decade.

This is distressing for nature lovers. It is also 
worrying on a practical level: in agricultural 
landscapes, wild species perform many import-
ant activities such as pollination and control of 
insect pests.

A highly effective way to reduce biodiversity 
losses in agricultural regions is to increase the 
amount of natural and semi-natural habitats 
such as forests, hedgerows, prairie strips and 
other non-crop areas. This has led to various 
government incentives for farmers to leave 
some areas out of production. But there are 
limits to how much land farmers can leave for 
biodiversity, while foregoing opportunities for 
crop production. 

The benefit of small crop fields

Small fields can help. Farmers can maintain or 
increase biodiversity in agricultural landscapes 
by planting their crops in smaller fields.

For example, instead of planting two large 
fields, they could plant eight small fields, keep-
ing the same total amount of land in produc-
tion. Note that this is not about the size of a 
farm, but about the average size of crop fields.

A very large farm could, in theory, be composed 
of a very large number of small fields, where a 
"field" is an area in a particular crop type, such 
as a cornfield or a hayfield. Adjacent areas in the 
same crop type are separate fields if they are di-
vided by even a narrow bit of non-field such as 
a hedgerow, a fence line, a track or a ditch.

My colleagues and I have found remarkably 
consistent increases in biodiversity with de-
creasing average field size, across eight very 
different agricultural regions in five countries 
— and for a wide array of wildlife types.

The number of species of plants, pollinators in-
cluding bees, butterflies and syrphid flies, and 
pest-eating wildlife such as spiders, carabid 
beetles, birds, frogs and bats, all increase with 

decreasing average field size. For example, bio-
diversity is about 50 per cent higher when the 
average field size drops to two hectares from 
eight hectares.

In fact, the benefit to biodiversity of reducing 
crop field sizes appears to be greater than two 
other commonly suggested methods for in-
creasing biodiversity in agricultural landscapes 
— reducing pesticide use and increasing crop 
diversity, the number of different crop types 
grown in a landscape.

The best of both worlds

One question is whether the increased biodi-
versity is due to the additional non-cropped 
strips of semi-natural land, such as hedgerows, 
between fields. In other words, is there actually 
less cropland — and more semi-natural land — 
in an agricultural landscape with eight small 
fields than in a landscape with two large ones?

Our research shows that in fact, biodiversity is 
higher in a landscape with smaller crop fields, 
even for the same total amount of natural and 
semi-natural habitat, including all the little 
pieces such as hedgerows.

Smaller farmer’s fields can reduce 
biodiversity loss and increase wild 

plants, birds, beetles and bats
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We don’t know yet why biodiversity is higher in 
landscapes with smaller crop fields. One pos-
sibility is that when crop fields are smaller, the 
natural habitats are closer together.

This would increase the ability of wildlife to 
easily access natural habitats from crop fields. 
Crop fields may provide temporary food sourc-
es for wildlife, such as when a crop is in flower or 
when there is a pest outbreak. Natural areas are 
also needed for breeding and overwintering 
sites and for escape from farming operations 
such as ploughing.

When wildlife can easily move back and forth 
between crops and natural spaces, perhaps 
they have access to the best of both worlds.

  Small strips of natural and semi-natural habi-
tat, like this hedgerow, can provide wildlife with 
an area for food, breeding or an escape from 
farming operations. (Shutterstock)[/caption]

The farmer’s dilemma

Altogether, our research suggests a “many 
small” approach to support biodiversity in ag-

ricultural landscapes.

But can farmers readily reduce the sizes of 
fields? In many parts of the world, just the op-
posite has been happening over the past 50 
years.

Fields are being consolidated by removing the 
tracks, fences, stone walls and hedgerows that 
once separated them. Farmers do this to in-

crease the efficiency of their operations. But in 
doing so, they reduce the populations of wild-
life that help support agriculture.

The net cost or benefit to farmers of reducing 
field sizes while maintaining the same area in 
production has not yet been studied. But the 
benefits to biodiversity are now clear.
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Botswana: 
Agriculture Ministry 

to Regroup Pickets 
into Mini Camps
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Gaborone — Ministry of Agricultural 
Development and Food Security is 
aiming to regroup veterinary pickets 
into mini camps consisting of a 

maximum of four field assistants, says Minister 
of Agricultural Development and Food Security, 
Dr Edwin Dikoloti.

He said the camps would be at intervals of 
approximately 20kms to enable field assistants 
to patrol a distance of 10km on each side.

The minister was answering a question at Ntlo 
ya Dikgosi on July 14.

He explained that the decision to bring 
pickets together was intended to protect field 
assistants working along the border because 
their lives were at risk.

He also noted that their belongings were often 
stolen due to cross border crime.

He noted that structures that were previously 
used when field assistants were paired for 

pickets had been salvaged and would be used 
to provide accommodation in the mini camps.

He said the ministry was in the process of 
removing unusable structures that harboured 
cross border livestock rustlers, adding that they 
had also come up with an initiative to have field 
assistant patrols using bicycles and paying the 
assistants allowances.

Furthermore, he said the ministry did not have 
field assistant posts or vacancies, and that they 
had collaborated with relevant security agents 
to minimise any activity that would pose a risk 
of Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) in Zone 7.

He also said the ministry had procured rail poles 
to use for the fence together with a cable to 
minimise damage to it.

"It is not possible to construct a complete barrier 
as elephants will need to cross the barrier in 
search of water and pasture. Vandalism of 
the fence is also a cause for concern and my 
ministry has joined other relevant stakeholders 

to undertake joint operations along the 
common border to improve the situation," Dr 
Dikoloti said.

Kgosi Ezekiel Masilo of Bobirwa region had 
wanted to know if there were any plans to 
reconstruct the dilapidated and abandoned 
veterinary pickets along the disease control 
fence between Botswana and Zimbabwe.

He said some of the structures had become 
hiding places for cross border livestock rustlers.

He also wanted to know if the ministry would 
employ more field assistants to reduce the 
patrol distance between the pickets, and in the 
process reduce the risk of occurrence of FMD in 
Zone 7.

Furthermore, he asked if there would be 
alternative means of constructing a barrier 
because the current disease control fence had 
to be continuously replaced due to destruction 
by elephants.
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Revolutionary methods of better care
for your livestock, poultry, pets...

even children

A moveable pen
for sheep, pets & poultry

Porta-pens weigh only 27kg / 46kg each and 
are easily handled by two people.

Porta-pens are supplied in standard height
of 1.2 meter (4’) and standard lenght of 
30 meter.

Unrolling a Porta-pen takes approximatly one
minute. Rewinding after use takes no more 
than two minutes.

After unrolling, the mesh is shaped into a wide
circular enclosure with maximum of 10 meter 
(32’). Ends are joined in 2 seconds with a 
fencing dropper.

Porta-pens are designed for small livestock, but
can be used for cattle, calves, horses, goats 
and pigs if iron standards are added at 
approximately 5 - 6 meter intervals to which the 
pen is loosely attached with binding wire.

Porta-pen

 Versatility does not end in its various 
  applications as an instant fence for 
  livestock, but can also be used for the 
  following amazing variety of purposes:

With conventional support as fixed kraals for 
sheep, cattle, horses, pigs, goats etc.
To create corridors for handeling livestock at 
milking sheds, dipping tanks etc.
As swimming-pool enclosures.
As playpens and partitioning for 
safeguarding small children.

  When Porta-pens are no longer required  
  for their original purpose, they can be cut 
  into shorter lenghts and then used for the 
  following purposes:

As concrete reinforcements for dam walls, floors etc.
As tree guards
As trellises for climbing plants, sweet  peas etc.
As garden fences
As burglar-proofing
As hayracks for cattle or sheep
To support plastic sheeting for garden houses or
tunnels for the growing of vegetables, flowers etc.
Where to or more units are combined to form a 
large circle, iron standards must be used. Also if 
Porta-pens are used for straight line fencing.

Back by popular demand ! ! ! ! ! !

With Bonnox, you score 
between the posts !

Already, many farmers are aware of Bonnox’s 
range of fine products: The “Money Saver”, “Close 
Mesh”, “Kombi Fence”, “Square Mesh”, 
“Multi Fence” and “Flexi Fence” were all 
meticulously designed to provide for every 
possible need. But what sets a manufacturer
apart from the rest, is the ability to promptly 
observe and react to new trends and needs in the 
market.

The prefabricated fencing market in Africa currently 
needs a product which is inexpensive, as farmers 
are currently required to be thrifty with their money. 
Therefore, Bonnox decided to introduce their “ 
Economy “ range. 

The only difference between this fencing and their 
existing “Elite“ range, is that it is lightly galvanised 
instead of fully galvanised. Now a farmer can 
compare “apples with apples“ when comparing 
Bonnox with competitors’ fencing products.

“There are lightly galvanised wire fences on the 
market, but many of our clients ask for it under the 

Bonnox (Pty) Ltd
Physical Address: 32 Van Tonder Street, Sunderland Ridge, Centurion
Postal Address: P.O.Box 21677, Valhalla, 0137, South Africa
Tel: +27 12 666 8717      Fax: +2712 666 9716  Mobile Number: +27 76 169 9068
E-mail: sales@bonnox.co.za 
Website: www.bonnox.co.za 

Standard unit

10 meter
diameter

With corridor

3 Porta-pens

Permanent fence
in series

2.5mm Wire diameter
Weight: 27kg

3.15mm Wire diameter
Weight: 45kg

Standard height 1.2m Standard length 30m

Bonnox PORTA PEN ™
Versatile and mobile pens for livstock. sheep, goats and pets.

Vertical and Horizontal wire spacing 100mm x 100mm

Back by 

Popular 

demand.

1.2m
Height

Bonnox brand  name,”
says Anita Gent, Director of Bonnox.

“We therefore decided to also manufacture an 
economical version of the nine most popular 
products in our range of seventy products. This 
includes the “Money Saver”, “Close Efficient fencing 
that lasts:

BONNOX supplies just what you need –quick as a 
“Flash Mesh” and “Multi Fence” ranges of 1,2m, 
1,8m and 2,4 m. This offers the farmer an 
inexpensive solution of fencing for his stock, small 
and large game.

In areas where the effects of the elements are not 
very harsh on wire fencing, this inexpensive Bonnox 
will still last for many years, but fully galvanised 
Bonnox is still recommended for areas where the 
elements affect fences more severely.

As the “Elite” and “Economy” ranges look exactly 
the same, the labels on the existing “Elite” range are 
green while those on the economical range are 
royal blue. The price of the economical range is only 
75% of the price for the existing range, but it is
still being manufactured with the same Bonnox 
meticulousness and care. The wire still being from 
the same supplier.
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Algeria
Compagnie Algerienne de 

Services
et d’Equipements Agricole

5 Rue Kanoun Idir Koubla Alger
Tel: +213 2177 

4316/233969/774299
Fax: +213 2177 4316

E-mail: casealgerie07@yahoo.fr

IBC
Lotissement A Villa Nº20

Baba Hassen Alger, 16081
Tel: +213 21 300208
Fax: +213 21 308366

Web: www.ibc-algerie.com
E-mail: sbelhocine@ibc-algerie.

com

MAG
Z.I. Ouled Yaich Blida, Blida

Tel: +213 2 5438051
E-mail: f.soltani@yahoo.fr

SARL Agro Industrie
Zone Industrielle

Desserte N. 03 Chetouane
Tel: +213 43 276050
Fax: +213 43 274344

Web: www.groupekherbouche.
com

E-mail: info@groupekherbouche.
com

SARL Mecafa Algerie
01 A Jardin Public Centre

Rouiba Alger 16012
Tel: +213 218 51678
Fax: +213 218 56641

E-mail: mec_alg@hotmail.fr

SARL SANG & SEVE
Lot 212 No. 183

Ain Smara Constantine 25140
Tel: +213 31 974010/974000

Fax: +213 31 974474
E-mail: sang.seve@yahoo.fr

Angola
Agrozootec Lda

Rua Amilcar Cabral 107 R/C 
Ingombota

Luanda
Tel: +244 92 8954831/ 

933054141
E-mail: jose.alexandre.silva@

argozootec-lda.com
jose.possidonio@argozootec-lda.

com

C. Woermann GmbH and Co.
Caixa Postal 3419
Bairro Petrangol

Estrada de Cacuaco km 4.5
Luanda, D-20457

Tel: +244 22 7270185
Web: www.c-woermann.de/pt/

angola
E-mail: info@woermann-angola.

com

Centrocar SA
Luanda, Bom Jesus

Estrada Viana - Catete, km 40 
Bengo

Tel: +244 914043166
Fax: +244 22 749929

Web: www.centrocar.com/ao/
E-mail: angola@centrocar.com

Imporáfica - Soc. Com. E Ind. 
Lda.

Rua Alameda Manuel Van-Dunen
Ruq Ho-Chi Min No. 418 R/C

Edificio do Centro Commercial
“Chamavo”, Luanda

Tel: +244 222 311831
Fax: +244 222 310105

E-mail: zayob@imporafrica.com

LonAgro
Lonagro, Rua Rainha Ginga
No 74, 13th Floor, Luanda

Tel: +244 938 489328
E-mail: mario.ferreira@lonagro.

com

Sheba Comercio and Industria
Limitada

Rua Ho Chi Min No. 19 Luanda
Tel: +244 22 2446676
Fax: +244 22 2446672

SUL ENGENHARIA
Rua Rainha Ginga

74 - 13º andar Luanda
Tel: +244 222 372029/36

Fax: +244 222 332340
Website: www.sul-engenharia.

com
Email: info@sul-engenharia.com

Benin
Alvan Blanch Nigeria

PO Box 8348
52b Akhionbare Avenue

Benin City
Tel: +234 80 35860631
Fax: +234 52 258846

Web: www.alvanblanch.co.uk
E-mail: nathilolo@alvanblanch.

net

Camin Auto
PK4 Akpakpa Zone Industrielle

Route de Porto-Novo
PO Box 2636 RP

Cotonou
Tel: +229 331256/5
Fax: +229 331255

E-mail: camin@isocelmail.com

Botswana
Eqstra Agri

11, Gross Street
Tunney Industrial Estate

Elandsfontein
Johannesburg, 1600
Tel: +27 11 5528760

Web: http://www.eiegroup.co.za/
agriequipment/

Humulani Marketing (Pty) Ltd.
Kempton Park, Isando

Botswana, 1600
Tel: +27 56 5150607
Fax: +27 56 5150634

Techno Feeds
Kgomokasitwa Road
West I/ Est Gaborone

Tel: +267 31 67238/71848141
E-mail: rihan@technofeeds.co.bw

The Equipment Centre
Plot 20633, Block 3, Broadhurst

Gaborone
Tel: +267 3500939

E-mail: theequipmentcentre@
yahoo.com

Burkina Faso
FASO Plantes SARL

Ouagadougou 06
BP 9379

Tel: +226 70340404/74615805
E-mail: fasoplantes@yahoo.fr

Saphyto SA
PO Box 1390, Bobo Dioulasso

Tel: +226 20972018
Fax: +226 20971375

E-mail: jacques.hommes@arysta.
com

Cameroon
Agribio SARL

En Face Du Chateau
Bonaberi-Bp 2102, Douala

Tel: +37 77 706389
E-mail: socavb1@yahoo.fr

Fimex International
PO Box 3224 Douala

Tel: +237 3 392374/77707074
Fax: +237 3 392375

E-mail: hfosso@
fimexinternational.com

Socada
Boulevard du General Leclerc

PO Box 4080, Douala
Tel: +237 342 6410/99996642

Fax: +237 342 4260
E-mail: jmtouret@cfaogroup.com

Speed Appro (Tuleu)
Douala BP 1923

Tel: +237 33 431874
Web: www.tuleuconsulting.com
E-mail: laurenttrin@gmail.com

Chad
Tchadco

PO Box 197 N’Djamena
Tel: +235 510564
Fax: +235 510388

Congo DR
CFAO Motors RDC

17 Avenue des Poids Lourds
PO Box 2200, Kinshasa
Tel: +243 818840580
Fax: +243 8844779

E-mail: pcessana@cfao.com

Ital Motors SPRL
1388, R.te des Poids Lourds, 

Kinshasa
E-mail: costa.italmotors@gbe-

drc.com
SDI-AG, 

CD, 18 E Rue, Kinshasa
Tel: +33 60 7812566
Web: www.sdiag.net

E-mail: serge.vanham@sdiag.net

Congo 
Republic

Chimie Afrique Congo
PO Box 5521 Pointe Noire

Tel: +242 5370535
E-mail: chimieafriquecongo@

gmail.com

GN Lemai (Tuleu)
B.P. 834, Brazzaville
Tel: +242 81 1823

Web: www.tuleuconsulting.com
E-mail: j.devogelas@
europcar-congo.com

Cote D’Ivoire
ALM Afrique de l’Ouest

01 PO Box 3623
18 rue du Dr. Blanchard, Abidjan 

01
Tel: +225 21 249616
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Fax: +225 21 258818
E-mail: beryemma@almao.ci

Callivoire
01 P.O Box 896

Rue Clément Ader - Zouga, 
Abidjan 01

Tel: +225 21 256567/253625
Fax: +225 21 351282/244329

Web: www.callivoire.com
E-mail: emmanuel.fillion@arysta.

com

CFAO Motors Cote Divoire
Rue Pasteur, PO Box 2114, 

Abidjan 01
Tel: +225 21751111/7659097

Fax: +225 21751110
E-mail: pguinemer@cfao.com

Lassire Industrie (Tuleu)
Tel: +225 7 692424

Web: www.tuleuconsulting.com
E-mail: f.lanes@lassireindustrie.

com

PCM Ensemblier
01 B.P.22, Abidjan 01
Tel: +225 21 266807
Fax: +225 21 263795

Web: www.pcm-ensemblier.com
E-mail: direction@pcm-

ensemblier.com

SEMAT
Rue Marconi, Abidjan
Tel: +225 21 213191
Fax: +225 21 213190

E-mail: info@semat.co.ci

Egypt
Commercial Group Edward Y.

Nekhela & Co.
43, Ibrahim Nawar Street

Zone 6 Nasr City, Cairo, 11391
Tel: +20 2 2710882
Fax: +20 2 2740844

E-mail: comgroup@link.net

El Deyab Agriculture
1, Elshaheed Sayed Zakariah-El

Sheraton Building
Heliopes, Cairo

E-mail: k.sabry@eldeyab.com

General International
47 Ramses Street, Cairo

Tel: +20 2 25751200
E-mail: akady00@yahoo.com

ICS Agri Egypt
Aprt 16, Bldg 12, Area No. 9

Masaken Sheraton, Heliopolis, 
Cairo

Tel: +20 2 22680974
E-mail: fma.ics@gmail.com

New Pharma Egypt
E-mail: newpharmaegypt@

yahoo.com
Starchem for Services

Kilometer 28 Giza
Alexandria Desert Road, Cairo

Tel: +20 2 01005130225
Fax: +20 2 33037880

E-mail: alpasha.omar@yahoo.

com

Ethiopia
Adeb Engeeniring and Trading 

PLC
PO Box 3104

Saris, Behind Adeb Abeba
Nefasilk Lafto Sub-City

Kebele 10, House N. 1551
Addis Ababa

Tel: + 251 11 4426721
Fax: + 251 11 4424871

E-mail: adebeng@ethionet.et

Gedeb Engineering
House Number 2101, Kebel 14

Nifas Silk/Lafto Sub, Addis Ababa
Tel: + 251 114 664261/ 911 

207218
E-mail: ukieew@gmail.com

Hagbes Pvt. Ltd. Co.
PO Box 1044, Addis Ababa

Tel: +251 11 1552233
Fax: +251 11 1551113

E-mail: hagbesatb@ethionet.et

MGK Makonnen
Akaki Kality Subcity

House No. 108, Addis Ababa
Tel: +251 11 4342853
Fax: +251 11 4342929

Ries Engineering Share 
Company

PO Box 1116, Debrezeit Road

Addis Ababa
Tel: +251 11 4420674/4421133
Fax: +251 11 4420667/4425133

E-mail: ries.agr@ethionet.et
yonas.m@riesethiopia.com

b.marceau@nefc.ae

Gabon
APC-AG Gabon (Tuleu)

BP 1018, Z.I. Oloumi, Libreville
Tel: +241 53 15469

Web: www.tuleuconsulting.com
E-mail: steph.robert.apc@gmail.

com

CFAO Motors, Gabon
ZI Oloumi, PO Box 2181, 

Libreville
Tel: +241 761066/5182470

Fax: +241 773627
E-mail: sguyon@cfao.com
jmpeyrichou@cfao.com

GCIAE Gabonaise de Chimie
PO Box 20375

Zone Industrielle Doloumi, 
Libreville

Tel: +241 7 64899/20656
Fax: +241 7 47067

E-mail: gciae@ymail.com

Gambia
Gambia Horticultural Enterprises

16 Mamadi Manjang Highway
Old Jeshwang

Tel: +220 7 785088
E-mail: gamhort@qanet.gm

Safari Motors
Bertil Harding Highway, Kotu

Tel: +220 750 2611
E-mail: sales@

safarimotorsgambia.com

Ghana
AFGRI Ghana

House Number Db6a
Plot P85

Ankwa Doboro
Nsawam Road

Tel: +233 508 939400
Web: www.afgri.co.za

E-mail: gerrie.jordaan@afgri.co.za

Agria Machinery Services & Co. 
Ltd.

No. 5, Royal Castle Road
Kokolemle, Accra

Tel: +233 21 238160
E-mail: agriamachinery@gmail.

com

AHK Ghana
World Trade Centre

Tel: +233 302 6316813
Fax: +233 302 631684

Web: www.ghana.ah k.de
E-mail: info@ghana.ahk.de

Altraco Ltd.
Palmer House

Tudu, Accra
Tel: +233 30 2958815

E-mail: nanagyekum2000@
yahoo.com

C. Woermann GmbH and Co.
PO Box 1779

Nsawam Road
Avenor Junction

Accra
Tel: +233 30 2221777
Fax: +233 30 2230016

Web: www.c-woermann.de/
index.php/en

E-mail: info@woermann-ghana.
com

Callighana Ltd.
PO Box TT 503

Main Harbour Area
Commercial Warehouse Road

Tema
Tel: +233 22 210650
Fax: +233 22 200408

E-mail: patrick.grandcolas@
arysta.com

Mechanical Lloyd Co. Ltd.
No.2 Adjuma Crescent

Ring Road West Ind Area
PO Box 2086, Accra

Tel: +233 21 910885/229312
Fax: +233 21 227366

E-mail: kosei@mechlloyd.com

WIENCO Ghana Ltd.
No.14 Narku Ipan Road

Airport Residencial Area, Accra
Tel: +233 302 772251

Fax: +233 302 772239
Web: www.wienco.com

E-mail: wienco@wienco.com

Guinea
AFCO

Point de Colobane
Dakar, Senegal

Tel: +221 8 321111
Fax: +221 8 321965

Saref International
PO Box 3915, Conakry

Tel: +224 64 202037
Fax: +1 419 8586989

E-mail: sarefinternational@gmail.
com

Kenya
Aqua Valley Services Ltd.

Naivasha
Tel: +254 73 3641682

Brazafric Enterprises Ltd.
Mudher Industrial Park Along

Mombasa Rd.
next to Soham Petrol Station
PO Box 76561, Nairobi, 00508

Tel: +254 20 2107247/54/59/7000
Fax: +254 20 2107263

Web: www.brazafric.com

BRAZAFRIC ENTERPRISES LTD –
Eastern Africa

Mudher Industrial Park, 
Momabasa

Road (next to Soham Petrol 
Station),

Nairóbi, 00100
Tel: +254 20 210247

Website: www.brazafric.com
Email: specialprojects@brazafric.

com

Car & General (Kenya) Ltd.
Dunga Road

Lusaka Road, Nairobi
Tel: +254 20 554500

E-mail: loise.wangui@cargen.
com

CMC Holdings Ltd.
Hughes Agricultural Division
Lusaka Road, Industrial Area

PO Box 30060, Nairobi
Tel: +254 20 650315
Fax: +254 20 650331

E-mail: mhf@cmcmotors.com

Farm Engineering Industries 
Ltd.

Mombasa Road, Nairobi
Tel: +254 733 638708

Hardi Kenya Limited
PO Box 47409
Nairobi, 00100

Tel: +254 20 8562098
Fax: +254 20 2384206

E-mail: admin@hardi.co.ke

Sametract Cassini and Tonolo 
Ltd.

PO Box 14325
Bamburi Road

Directory
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South Africa-based multinational Internet 
group Naspers has announced a US$ 
5.6 million investments in agritech busi-
ness Aerobotics, through its early stage 

business funding initiative Naspers Foundry. 
The investment is pending approval by local 
authorities.

Aerobotics is a subscription-based Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) company that provides intelli-

gent tools for the agricultural industry to man-
age its crops.

Founded in 2014, Aerobotics is a provider of AI 
applications in the agriculture sector. The com-
pany delivers AI insights through its proprietary 
Aeroview platform and Aeroview InField mobile 
app.

According Aerobotics, the insights it provides 

its clients include tree counts, the identification 
of missing trees, size and health of trees.

The company has progressed its technology to 
engineer fruit counts, and to provide data on 
fruit size and colour.

In addition, farmers use the intelligence to man-
age their farms, trees and fruit more efficiently.

Technology

Naspers Foundry invests US$5.6 million 
in agritech business Aerobotics
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Technology

James Paterson, Co-Founder and CEO, Aero-
botics, said: “The intersection of agriculture and 
technology has always been my passion. It has 
been incredible to work with a talented team 
and leading agricultural groups to contribute 
towards the future of agriculture. We are proud 
to be building quality technology in South Af-
rica and delivering it to customers around the 
world.”

“Our journey is only just beginning, but already 
Aerobotics has demonstrated success in our 
ability to collect and analyse tree and fruit-level 
information, which are critical to the agricultur-
al industry. We have seen great support from 
commercial-scale farmers and, more recently, 
crop insurance companies in the US who re-
quire accurate tree-level information about 
their clients,” he said. “We are excited to have 

Naspers as a partner, bringing proven skills in 
building global technology companies togeth-
er with the capital required to continue build-
ing for and with the agricultural industry.”

Phuthi Mahanyele-Dabengwa, CEO, Naspers 
South Africa, said: “Food security is of para-
mount importance in South Africa, and the 
Aerobotics platform provides a positive contri-
bution towards helping to sustain it. This impor-
tance has been highlighted further in the wake 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, with agriculture 
considered globally as critical infrastructure.”

Mahanyele-Dabengwa said this young, all 
South African team, has produced a world-class 
technology solution in South Africa and has 
also successfully entered the US market where 
the company is gaining momentum.

“This type of technology innovation address-
es societal challenges and is exactly the type 
of early stage company that Naspers Foundry 
looks to back,” she said.

Naspers Foundry, which was launched at the 
end of 2018, is a US$ 79.6 million initiative 
aimed at strengthening the South African tech-
nology sector by providing funding to talented 
and ambitious technology founders and entre-
preneurs.

Last year, the initiative invested US$ 1.7 mil-
lion in online home cleaning services business, 
SweepSouth. Naspers Foundry backs talented 
local technology initiators building business-
es that improve people’s daily lives and show 
great potential to scale.
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Nairobi, 800
Tel: +254 20 6533125

E-mail: info@sametract.com

TATA Africa Holdings Ltd.
PO Box 5774-00200

Tata Africa House
Masai Road, Off Mombasa Road

Nairobi
Tel: +254 722 162399

E-mail: julius.nyagwoka@
tatakenya.com

Valtract - Cassini & Tonolo Ltd.
Bamburi Road, Industrial Area
PO Box 14325, Nairobi, 00800

Tel: +254 20 6533125/6533081/
6537019/6537020/733 60293/

722 204353
Fax: +254 20 551475

E-mail: info@valtract.com

Lesotho
Humulani Marketing (Pty) Ltd.

Kempton Park, Isando, 1600
Tel: +27 56 5150607
Fax: +27 56 5150634

Liberia
RMA Liberia Ltd. (Tuleu)

Corner of Center Street
and U.N. Drive, Monrovia

Tel: +231 880 524974
Web: www.tuleuconsulting.com
E-mail: salesrep2.lb@rmagroup.

net

Libya
Al Fath

Gergaresh Road, Tripoli
Tel: +218 91 3245049/56 09649
Fax: +218 21 4775841/4778292
E-mail: sherif@technofarmlibya.

com,
alfath333@yahoo.com

Tasharukiat Agriculture
Technology Co.

Gergarish Road, Kilo 7, Tripoli
Tel: +218 21 3336724
Fax: +218 21 3330669

Web: www.agritech.com.ly
E-mail: info@agritech.com.ly

Technofarm Int. Ltd.
Tripoli

Tel: +218 92 3782351

Madagascar
Henri Fraise

Henri Fraise Fils & Cie
Route de Hydrocarbures

B.P. 28 Antananarivo
Tel: +261 20 2222721

E-mail: alain.ravahatra@hff.mg

ITA Group
BP 5098, Antananarivo
Tel: +261 20 2224844

E-mail: itagroup@moov.mg

Materiel Automobile Industriel
PO Box 1516
Antananarivo

Tel: +261 202 223339
Fax: +261 202 233729

E-mail: fschaffner@materauto.
com

Malawi
Chemicals & Marketing Co. Ltd.

PO Box 1230, Blantyre
Tel: +265 1 870600/861

Fax: +265 1 871515
E-mail: pkhembo@chemicals.

co.mw

Costantini and Co.
P.O. Box 40, Plot: 4/068

Kenyatta Drive, Lilongwe
Tel: +265 1 753047/ 754136

E-mail: sabelli@costantini.mw

Eqstra Agri
11, Gross Street,

Tunney Industrial Estate, 
Elandsfontein

Johannesburg, 1600
Tel: +27 11 5528760

Web: http://www.eiegroup.co.za/
agriequipment/

E-mail: leonb@sie.co.za

Farming & Engineering 
Services Ltd.

PO Box 918
Kaohsiung Road

Top Mandala, Blantyre
Tel: +265 1845906/1879111

Fax: +265 1645904
E-mail: mmathias@fesmw.com

New City Centre
Unit 6 Yabhana Building, Blantyre

Tel: +92 65 642714
E-mail: nccbt@yabhanagroup.

com

Toppers Hardware & Electrical
Supplies

17 Haile Selassie Road
Blantyre

Tel: +265 1 822981
E-mail: lambatgroup@africa-

online.net

Mali
ICS Agri Mali

Niarela Rue 376
Porte 1667, 2eme Etage

Appt 18 Bamako
Tel: +223 443 89215
Fax: +223 443 89215

E-mail: jmv@ics-agri.com

MPC
B.P. 603, Quinzambougou

1892 Route de SOTUBA
Bamako

Tel: +223 20 213355
Fax: +223 20 213634

E-mail: marc.bertet@arysta.com

Mauritius
Blychem Limited

IBL Group
Industrial Zone

Riche Terre
Tel: +230 2039385

Fax: +230 2039351/52
E-mail: jfclaite@iblgroup.com

Iframac Ltd.
Plaine Lauzun

BP 698, Port Louis
Tel: +230 212 1842/43

Fax: +230 208 5809
E-mail: iframac@intnet.mu

Robert Le Maire Ltd.
Camp Chapelon

Pailes
Tel: +230 2125488
Fax: +230 2125490

E-mail: dw.lagesse.rlm@
rlmgroup.mu

Scomat Ltee
Grewals Lane

Pailles, Ile Maurice
E-mail: bgallet@scomat.com

Smag Ltee
Volcy De Senneville
St. Camp Chapelon

Pailes
Tel: +230 286 6260

E-mail: smag@intnet.mu

Mayotte
Agence Generale de

Representations SARL
19, Av. Charles Isautier, ZI No. 3

St. Pierre Cedex, 97456
Tel: +262 962500
Fax: +262 252564

Morocco
Agri-Art

38, Rue el jadida Hay Ouedd
Temara, 12000

Tel: +212 5 37643061
Fax: +212 5 37643578

E-mail: agriart@agriart.ma

Comicom
Route desserte des usines

autoroute, Casablanca, Rabat
Tel: +212 2 2302211/522764545

Fax: +212 2 2306082
E-mail: n.boukhatem@comicom.

ma
comicom@wanadoo.net.ma

Le Monde du Jardin
Quartier Des Hopitaux

Casablanca
Tel: +212 22 861693

E-mail: mondejardin@yahoo.fr

North Distribution SA
402, Bd. Mohamed V
Appt. No. 9, Kenitra

Tel: +212 537370042
Fax: +212 537371485

E-mail: nordismarco@yahoo.fr

S.O.M.M.A./Auto-Hall
Chemin Ain Borja
Quartier Beausite

Ain Sebaa, Casablanca
Tel: +212 22 344661
Fax: +212 26 63645

E-mail: a.bachir@somma.ma

SOCOPIM
Route d’El Jadida km14

Route nationale 1
Casablanca, 20232

Tel: +212 55 2601060
Fax: +212 22 621588

Web: www.groupe-premium.
com

E-mail: anass.aithoussa@
premium.net.ma

Stokvis Nord Afrique
Lot 1711-Z.I Ouled Salah

Comune Rural Oulet Salah
Bouskoura, Casablanca, BP 2183

Tel: +212 52 2654600
Fax: +212 52 2334573
Web: www.stokvis.ma

E-mail: contact@stokvis.ma

Mozambique
ABC Trading Lda Total

Av Josina Machel 894, Maputo
Tel: +258 21 309279

E-mail: motoserras@teledata.mz

Agrifocus Limitada
Av. 25 de Setembro
Edificio Time Square

Bloco 2
1 Andar, Maputo

Tel: +258 21 303433
Fax: +258 21 303665

E-mail: ricardo.sequeira@
agrifocus.co.mz

Barloworld Equipamentos
Av Romao Fernades

Farinha Nrs 156 E 160, Maputo
E-mail: narokiam@

barloworldequipment.
Com

Centrocar SA
Avenida da Namaancha, nº 730

Matola - Maputo
Matosinhos

Tel: +258 21 720166/7
Fax: +258 21 720166

Web: www.centrocar.com/mz/
E-mail: mocambique@centrocar.

com

Sotema Lda
Av de Mocambique, No. 

4488/4524
Caixa Postal No. 378, Maputo

Tel: +258 21470398/827848790
Fax: +258 21471017

E-mail: geral@sotema.co.mz

Trak-Auto - Beira
Tel: +258 23 353003/ 843 986323

E-mail: trakbeira@intra.co.mz
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Trak-Auto - Maputo
Avininda Pauline Santos Gil 56

Maputo
Tel: +258 84 3981084/ 3012858

E-mail: rob.hayworth@trak-auto.
com

Trak-Auto Lda
Avenida Paulino Santos Gil 56

Maputo
E-mail: clinton.vermaak@trak-

auto.com

Namibia
Cymot (Pty) Ltd.

15 Newcastle Street
North Industrial Area

Windhoek
Tel: +264 61 2956000

E-mail: wbraun@cymot.com

Eqstra Agri
11, Gross Street

Tunney Industrial Estate
Elandsfontein

Johannesburg, 1600
Tel: +27 11 5528760

Web: http://www.eiegroup.co.za/
agriequipment/

E-mail: leonb@sie.co.za

Niger
Agrimex

PO Box 10091
Niamey

Tel: +227 20 740481
Fax: +227 20 740748

E-mail: andre.monteiro@agrimex.
ne

Nigeria

Chehab Nigeria Limited
7B Kudirat Abiola Road

Ikeja, Lagos
Tel: +253 1 7758558

E-mail: chehabpr@chehab-ng.
com

Chizen Machine Tools
F 345, Alba International Market, 

Lagos
Tel: +234 80 906263

E-mail: chizenmachine2@gmail.
com

Dizengoff WA Ltd.
PO Box 340

28 Creek Road, Apapa, Lagos
Tel: +234 1 4600100/5875990

Fax: +234 1 4600111
E-mail: damisae@dizengoff.com

Hortico Works Nig. Ltd.
Hortico House, Floral Acre

Ipaja, Lagos
Tel: +234 1 7740517

E-mail: hortico2000@yahoo.com

SCOA Nigeria
157, Isolo Oshodi

Expressway Isolo Ind. Area
Mushin, Lagos

Tel: +234 1 4521774

Fax: +234 1 4521539
E-mail: scoatrac@scoaplc.com

TATA Nigeria Limited
Plot C89,

Amuwo Odofin Industrial Layout
Lagos

Tel: +234 816 927304
E-mail: bhushan@tata-nigeria.

com

U-Mond Ltd.
PO Box 4032

34 Olufemi Road
Surulere, Lagos

Tel: +234 1 8023135748
Fax: +234 1 830581

E-mail: u_mond@yahoo.com

Reunion
Coroi S.A.S.

2.I. No 1/B.P.60077
Rue Armagnac

Le Port Cedex, 97822
Tel: +262 421524/692 866135

Fax: +262 420612
E-mail: d.carron@coroi.fr

Foucque - Voccalease
69 Boulevard du Chaudron

Sainte Clotilde, 97490
Tel: +262 444865
Fax: +262 482461

E-mail: contact@foucque.fr

Gamm Agri
Ouest Agri, 5

rue Maximin Lucas
97425 Les Avirons
Tel: +262 3826568

E-mail: dominique.hoarau@
gammagri.fr

Gammagri
5, Rue Maxmim Lucas

Les Avirons, 97425
E-mail: dominique.hoarau@

gammagri.fr

Societe Foucque SA
69 Boulevard Du Chaudron

97490 Sainte Clotilde
Tel: +262 488787
Fax: +262 488799

E-mail: d.lacaille@foucque.fr

Rwanda

ATC-Rwanda (SDI-AG)
PO Box 2983

Route Magerwa, Kigali
Tel: +250 252 578844

E-mail: dusabeth@yahoo.fr

BIA
123, Rameistraat

Overijse
Belgium, B-3090

Tel: +32 2 6892811
Fax: +32 2 6892829

Brazafric Enterprises Ltd.
Nyarutarama Road

Opp. Golf Course Junction
PO Box 4757, Kigali

Tel: +250 8493887/788511991/
5127550

Web: www.brazazfric.com

Sao Tome & 
Principle

CFAO Motors, Sao Tome
CP 605

Tel: +229 2222973
E-mail: pboyer@cfao.com

Senegal
CCBM (Tuleu)
P.O. Box 55086

Metairie, LA 70055-5086
Tel: +221 77 9961843

E-mail: khadim.diop@ccbm.sn

Delta Irrigation
Route de Khor

Saint Louis
Tel: +221 33 9619998
Fax: +221 33 9619998

Web: www.delta-irrigation-sn.
com

E-mail: bruno.demulder@yahoo.
fr

Matforce
10 Ave Faidherbe, Dakar

Tel: +221 33 8399500
Fax: +221 33 8399550

Web: www.matforce.com
E-mail: matforce@matforce.com

Soproda
Z.L. 3 Rue de l’Industrie

Rebais, 77510
Tel: +33 1 64209440
Fax: +33 1 64209123

Web: www.soproda.com
E-mail: soproda@soproda.com

SPIA
V.D.N. - Face FoireLot No. 13

En Face du Cices
Dakar

Tel: +221 33 8693269
Fax: +221 33 8693279

Web: www.spia-sa.com
E-mail: ibedieye@orange.sn

Terragrisen
Dakar

E-mail: terragrisen@gmail.com

Seychelles
Michaud Pest Control (Pty) Ltd.

PO Box 539
Rm 208

Premier Building
Victoria, Mahe

Tel: +248 322196/510458
Fax: +248 324166

E-mail: michaudpest@
seyschelles.sc

Sierra Leone
Mountain Lion Agriculture Ltd.

Makeni
Tel: +232 76 615601
Web: www.mlbr.org

E-mail: donaldotsmart@gmail.
com

South Africa
Amatola Irrigation

East London
5200

Tel: +27 43 7321927

AP Algemene Boeredienste
Nigel

Tel: +27 11 8143315

Barloworld Agriculture
136 Main Reef Road

Boksburg North 1461, Boksburg
Tel: +27 11 8980450/8980077

Fax: +27 11 8980493
E-mail: dvmerwe@

barloworld-equipment.com

Big Dutchman South Africa 
(Pty) Ltd.

PO Box 276
Edenvale, Tvl., 1610
Tel: +27 11 4521154
Fax: +27 11 6094908

Web: www.bigdutchman.co.za
E-mail: sales@bigdutchman.co.za

Croc Valley Brits
Brits, 0250

Tel: +27 12 2526854
Croc Valley Koedoeskop

Koedoeskop
Tel: +27 14 7850648

Die Humansdorpse Kooperasie 
Ltd.

Patensie
Patensie, 6335

Tel: +27 42 2830011

Dynamic Automation
PO Box 99

Hammarsdale
3700

Tel: +27 31 7362071
Fax: +27 31 7362201

Web: www.lubing.com
E-mail: sales@dynamicauto.co.za

Elektrosure
Barkly East

9786
Tel: +27 45 9710300

Eqstra Agri
11, Gross Street

Tunney Industrial Estate
Elandsfontein

Johannesburg, 1600
Tel: +27 11 5528760

Web: http://www.eiegroup.co.za/
agriequipment/

E-mail: leonb@sie.co.za
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Evonik Africa (Pty) Ltd.
IBG Business Park

11 Enterprise Avenue
Midridge Ext 10
Midrand 1685

Tel: +27 11 697 0763
Fax: +27 11 318 0975

Website: www.evonik.com/feed-additives
Email: cuthbert.mamabolo@evonik.com

Griekwaland Wes Kooperasie BPK
Douglas

Tel: +27 53 2988282
Groensirkel Besproeiing, Pokopane

Tel: +27 15 4929807

ICM - Bethlemen
Bethlehem

Tel: +27 58 3036340

Inyoni Africa + Swaziland
Barberton

Tel: +27 13 7122175

Irritech Agencies International (Pty)
Ltd

Pietermaritzburg
Tel: +27 33 3423177

LEMKEN South Africa (Pty) Ltd.
Unit 6, Garsfontein Office Park

645 Jacqueline Drive
Garsfontein, Pretoria
Tel: +27 82 4122577

Web: www.lemken.com
E-mail: munnik@lemken.co.za

Loskop Valley Besproeiing
Groblersdal

Tel: +27 13 2623831

Multispray
59 New Road, Grand Central Airport
Halfway House, Johannesburg, 1685

Tel: +27 11 8052091
Fax: +27 11 8052093

E-mail: carlhenning@mweb.co.za

Northmec
No. 1 Wrench Road

Isando, Johannesburg, 1600
Tel: +27 11 9222300
Fax: +27 11 9222368

E-mail: paskew@nhsa.co.za

Northmec (South Africa)
14, Industry Road

Isando, Johannesburg, 1600
Tel: +27 11 9222000
Fax: +27 11 9222109

E-mail: info@northmec.co.za,
paulv@northmec.co.za

NWK Landmark
Lichtenburg

Tel: +27 18 6325071
Overberg Agri, Caledon

Tel: +27 28 214-3800

Rovic & Leers (Pty) Ltd.
PO Box 281

Saxenburg Road, Kuilsriver 7579
Blackhealth Cape Town

Tel: +27 21 9071700
Fax: +27 21 9071770/1760
Web: www.rovicleers.co.za

Sandveld Voorsieners
Piketberg, 7320

Tel: +27 22 9132505

SKB Cradock
Cradock

Tel: +27 48 8813931

SKB George
George, 6530

Tel: +27 44 8780790

SKB Jeffreys Bay
Jeffreys Bay

Tel: +27 42 2933694

Spilkon Besproeiing
Dundee, 3000

Tel: +27 34 6321222

The GSI Group SA
PO Box 4012, Honeydew, 2040

Tel: +27 11 7944455
Fax: +27 11 7944515

E-mail: sales@gsiafrica.co.za

Tube and Product Distributors
PO Box 247, Kokstad, 4700

Tel: +27 39 7272041

ULTRALLOY
24 Staal Street, Kya-Sand

Randburg, Gauteng
Tel: +27 11 4622217/8
Fax: +27 11 4623509

Web: www.ultralloy.co.za
E-mail: enquiries@ultralloy.co.za

Vaalharts Spilpuntdienste
Hartswater

Tel: +27 53 4740021

Valley Irrigation of Southern Africa
PO Box 1234
Nigel, 1490

Tel: +27 11 8147007
Fax: +27 11 8144533

Web: www.valley-za.com
E-mail: info@valleyirrigation.co.za

Valtrac (Pty) Ltd.
PO Box 148,

CNR Water & Buiten Street
Parys 9585

Tel: +27 56 8177308
Fax: +27 56 8177329

Web: www.valtrac.co.za
E-mail: info@valtrac.co.za

wynn@valtrac.co.za
george@valtrac.co.za

Vrystaat Kooperasie Bpk
Reitz

Tel: +27 58 8638111

South Sudan
LonAgro

Afex Camp, Plot 30
Riverside, Juba

Tel: +211 912450545
E-mail: brett@lonagross.com

Sudan

D.I.B Indusry Co. Ltd.
Safa Plazza Tower
Ebeid Khatim St

Alsafa Area
3rd Floor, Flat No. 32, Khartoum

Tel: +249 183 286070
E-mail: m.soliman@eldeyab.com

DAL Engineering Co. Ltd.
Kilo 8 Wad Medani Road

PO Box 56, Khartoum
Tel: +249 183 216355
Fax: +249 183 216300

Web: www.dalgroup.com

El Nilein Engineering & Spare Parts
Company

New Industrial Area
Ghaba St, PO Box 54, Khartoum South

Tel: +249 11 777578
Fax: +249 11 780170

E-mail: shibeka_abdin@hotmail.com

Frentec
House No. 21, Block 50

Al Shargi Str. Al Salam Str.
Arkawet, Khartoum

Tel: +249 91 8827432
E-mail: frentec.sudan@gmail.com

Gaddris Trade Company
PO Box 114, Khartoum North

Tel: +249 185 233378
Fax: +249 185 335402

Web: www.gaddris.com
E-mail: info@gaddris.com

Sutrac Ltd.
PO Box 1840, Kilo 8

Wad Medani Road, Khartoum
Tel: +249 183 216333
Fax: +249 183 236885
Web: www.sutrac.com

E-mail: mahgoub.awadalla@
dalgroup.com

Swaziland
Humulani Marketing (Pty) Ltd.

Kempton Park, Isando, 1600
Tel: +27 56 5150607
Fax: +27 56 5150634

Tanzania
Brazafric Enterprises Ltd.

TFA Shopping Centre
West Wing SHop # 30, Off Sokoine

PO Box 822, Moshi
Tel: +255 752 976760

Web: www.brazafric.com

Car & General Trading Ltd.
Maktaba Street
Dar-Es-Salaam

Tel: +255 22 2113016
E-mail: venkatesh@cargen.co.tz

FMD East Africa Ltd.
Esso Road, PO Box 14622, Arusha

Tel: +255 272 505150
E-mail: justynlanee@fmdea.co.tz

Greencity
PO Box 34367

Plot. No. 9 Kurasini Area
Kilwa Road, 
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Dar Es Salaam
Tel: +255 684 551802

Web: www.greencity.co.tz
E-mail: info@greencity.co.tz

Intermech Engineering Ltd.
81, Kihonda Industrial Estate

Morogoro, Dar Es Salaam
E-mail: pchisawillo@intermech.biz

LonAgro
Plot No. 48B, Ursino Street

Regent Estate
Dar es Salaam

Tel: +255 222 772775
Fax: +255 222 772776

Web: www.lonagro.co.tz
E-mail: lukas@lonagro.co.tz

Tanzania Farmers Service Centre
(TFSC)

Dodoma Road, Majengo
PO Box 2101, Arusha
Tel: +255 27 2548587
Fax: +255 27 2548969

E-mail: tfsc@habari.co.tz

Togo
Arysta LifeScience Togo-SAU

Quartier Totsi 05
Immeuble Bimate 05, Lome, 05 BP 944

Tel: +228 22 519553
E-mail: selom.amegan@arysta.com

CFAO Motors, Togo
Boulevard General Eyadema, Lome

Tel: +228 9054006
E-mail: pybruce@cfao.com

Tunisia
Ets M Loukil Et Cie

62 Avenue De Carthage, Tunis, 1000
Tel: +216 71 354366
Fax: +216 71 343401

Web: www.ets-loukil.tn
E-mail: contact@ets-loukil.tn

HMT
24, Rue Daghagi

2ème étage, Tunis, 1000
Tel: +216 71 340345
Fax: +216 71 340955

Web: www.hmt.tn
E-mail: contact@hmt.tn

Inter-Parts
80 Avenue De, Carthage, Tunis, 1000

Tel: +216 71 256666
Fax: +216 71 355118

E-mail: mat.interparts@planet.tn

Le Materiel SA
PO Box 233, Tunis Hached

Tunis, 1001
Tel: +216 79 408484
Fax: +216 79 408483

E-mail: feridj@lemateriel.com.tn

Société Nouvelle du Comptoir CIBO
40 Avenue de Carthage, Tunis

Tel: +216 71 330239
Fax: +216 71 333816

E-mail: cibotunis@topnet.tn

Societe Partners Karim Louafi
7, Rue Bayrem, Ettounsi, Den Den, 2011

Tel: +216 70605999

Fax: +216 70618819
E-mail: karim.louafi@gnet.tn

Uganda
Brazafric Enterprises Ltd.

PO Box 8338
Plot No. 28A Binayomba Road,

Off Luthuli Avenue, Bugolobi, Kampala
Tel: +256 414 221363
Fax: +256 414 221363

Web: www.brazafric.com

Car & General Ltd.
Plot No. 81

Entebbe, Kampala
Tel: +256 41 234560

E-mail: dominic.mathew@cargen.com

CMC Holdings Ltd.
CMC Building, Katalima Loop

PO Box 2169, Kampala
Tel: +256 41 286780
Fax: +256 41 286039

E-mail: kwanusu@cmcuganda.co.ug
Farm Engineering Ind. Ltd.

PO Box 27400, Kampala
Tel: +256 414 340640

TATA Uganda Limited
P.O Box 7153

Plot 47, Jinja Road, Kampala
Tel: +256 414 344320/21

E-mail: chirag.tatauganda@gmail.com

Zambia
AFGRI Zambia

Plot No. 26592, Kafue Road
Opposite Castle Complex, Lusaka

Tel: +260 211 273757
Web: www.afgri.co.za

E-mail: wk@afgri.com.zm

Big Red Ltd.
Private Bag 394, Ridway, Lusaka
Tel: +260 9851 7767/9778 1381

Fax: +260 1212 468

Eqstra Agri
11, Gross Street

Tunney Industrial Estate
Elandsfontein, Johannesburg, 1600

Tel: +27 11 5528760
Web: http://www.eiegroup.co.za/

agriequipment/
E-mail: leonb@sie.co.za

Minelands Agric Develp Services Ltd.
PO Box 50677

Plot No. 8496 Mumbwa Road, Lusaka
Tel: +260 211 287073
Fax: +260 211 287073

MRI Agro Zambia Ltd.
Plot 5255, Mukwa Road

Heavy Industrial Area, Lusaka
Tel: +260 211 240281
Fax: +260 211 240275

E-mail: vlad@mriseed.com

Power Equipment Ltd.
PO Box 32699

Cairo Road (North End), Lusaka
Tel: +260 211238861/2

Fax: +260 1 235021
E-mail: taylorp@motormart.com.zm

Sawpower Co. Ltd.
Unit 3, Plot 133, Mwayi Rd.

Cnr. Chandwe Musonda Rd.
Villa Elizabetha, Lusaka
Tel: +260 211 233534

E-mail: sales.sawpower@gmail.com

TractorZam Limited
Plot 1 Nkachibaya Roa

Rhodespark, Off Addis Ababa
Drive PO Box 353258, Lusaka

Tel: +260 1 234782/779/977999006
Fax: +260 1 225771

E-mail: wilsonk@zamnet.zm

Zambian Irritech Limited
Lusaka

Tel: +260 211 273111

Zimbabwe
AFGRI Zimbabwe

Cnr. Auckland & Hermes Rd.
Southerton Harare

Tel: +263 773 930527
Web: www.afgri.co.za

E-mail: david.kelder@afgri.co.za

Center Pivot Irrigation
Harare

Tel: +263 4 305728

Eqstra Agri
11, Gross Street

Tunney Industrial Estate
Elandsfontein

Johannesburg, 1600
Tel: +27 11 5528760

Web: http://www.eiegroup.co.za/
agriequipment/

E-mail: leonb@sie.co.za

Farmec
PO Box 590, Birmingham Road

Southerton Harare, Harare
Tel: +263 4 754612
Fax: +263 4 754624

E-mail: ladj@farmec.co.zw/
maborekeg@farmec.co.zw

Fumigation Services
7 St. James Building

Harare Msasa, Borgward Road
Tel: +263 4 487849
Fax: +263 4 487851

E-mail: fumigation@zol.co.zw

Haingate Investments Pvt. Ltd.
2nd Floor Travel Plaza

29 Mazoe Street
Cnr Mazoe and 

J. Chinamano, Harare
Tel: +263 4 705599

Sawpower Blades
Stand 18423 Mukuvusi Ind P

Msasa Harare
Tel: +263 4 486892

E-mail: ralphs@sawpower.com

William Bain & Co. Holding (Pvt) Ltd.
35 Douglas Road

Workington Harare
Tel: +263 4 621081
Fax: +263 4 621089

E-mail: muniyaa@bain.co.zw

Directory
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MORE THAN SOLUTIONS 
IN GRAIN STORAGE, 
KEPLER WEBER OFFERS 
87 YEARS OF EXPERTISE.

G R A I N  S T O R A G E
Leading Company in the Latin American Market, exporting since 1972. • Storage and handling 

systems found in over 40 countries around the world. • Complete solutions for after harvesting, 

with a full line of equipment: silos, conveyor, cleaning machines and grain dryers.

www.kepler.com.br

ANGOLA

(244) 222 372 029 /36
www.sul-engenharia.com

EASTERN AFRICA

+ 254-020-2107247
www.brazafric.com
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Agricultural Consultancies
• ICS France
• Valtra Inc. - Africa

Agricultural Equipment - General
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• Baldan/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.
• Briggs & Stratton AG
• Case IH
• Deutz-Fahr
• Eurodrip SA
• Fairtrade GmbH & Co. KG
• ICS France
• Micron Group
• New Holland Agriculture
• Nogueira/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• SAME
• Valtra Inc. - Africa

Agricultural Projects
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.
• Eurodrip SA
• ICS France
• Symaga SA

Animal Health Products
• BioPoint
• Socorex Isba SA

Applicators for Granular 
Insecticides, Herbicides
• Guarany Ind. Com. Ltd.

Automatic Chain Feeders
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Bagging plant
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.

Bale Handling Equipment
• Nogueira/Pan Trade Services Ltd.

Biofuel/Biodiesel
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.

Briquetting Plants
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.

Bulk Storage Equipment

• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.
• Chief Industries UK Ltd.
• KEPLER WEBER
• Symaga SA
• The GSI Group South Africa (Pty) Ltd.

Cages & Batteries
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Cassava Processing Equipment
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.

Centre Pivot Equipment
• Valmont Irrigation

Cocoa Production
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.

Coffee Processing, Handling & 
Storage
• Swingtec GmbH

Computers & IT Equipment
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Conveyors and Elevators
• Awila Anlagenbau GmbH
• Big Dutchman International GmbH
• KEPLER WEBER
• Lubing Maschinenfabrik
• Gmbh & Co. KG

Coolers - Environmental
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Coolers - Evaporative
• Lubing Maschinenfabrik
• Gmbh & Co. KG

Cotton Handling & Storage
• Swingtec GmbH

Crop Drying and Ventilation
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• The GSI Group South Africa (Pty) Ltd.

Crop Handling & Storage
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.

Listings

Listings
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• Chief Industries UK Ltd.
• Griffith Elder & Co. Ltd.
• Swingtec GmbH

Crop Protection Equipment
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.
• Jacto/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• Swingtec GmbH

Cultivators
• Baldan/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• LEMKEN GmbH & Co. KG
• Poettinger

Cultivators - Tined
• Bomford
• Briggs & Stratton AG
• Maschio Gaspardo S.p.A

Disinfectants
• Intraco Ltd. n.v

Drills
• Maschio Gaspardo S.p.A

Drinking Systems
• Big Dutchman International GmbH
• Fairtrade GmbH & Co. KG
• Lubing Maschinenfabrik
• Gmbh & Co. KG

Dryers
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.

Egg Collection
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Egg Layer Breeding Stocks
• Lohmann Tierzucht GmbH

Egg Layer Parent Breeders - Brown
• Lohmann Tierzucht GmbH

Egg Layer Parent Breeders - White
• Lohmann Tierzucht GmbH

Egg Layers
• Lohmann Tierzucht GmbH

Exhibitions and Conferences
• Fairtrade GmbH & Co. KG

Extruders for Food, Feed
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.

Feed Additives
• BioPoint
• Coprex
• Evonik Industries AG
• Intraco Ltd. n.v
• OLMIX
• Varied Industries Corporation (Vi-COR®)

Feed Concentrates
• Intraco Ltd. n.v

Feed Growth Promotant Probes
• Varied Industries Corporation (Vi-COR®)

Feed Ingredients

Listings
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• Coprex
• Intraco Ltd. n.v

Feed Premixes
• Coprex
• Intraco Ltd. n.v

Feed Processing Plants
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.

Feed Supplements
• BioPoint
• Varied Industries Corporation (Vi-COR®)

Feeding Systems
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Fertiliser Spreaders
• Baldan/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• Guarany Ind. Com. Ltd.
• Maschio Gaspardo S.p.A
• PICHON

Fertilisers
• Hebei Monband Water Soluble
• Fertilizer Co. Ltd.
• Omex Agrifluids Ltd.

Fish Farming
• Socorex Isba SA

Fish Feeds - General
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.

Fogging Machines
• Big Dutchman International GmbH
• Swingtec GmbH

Foliar Fertilisers
• Hebei Monband Water Soluble
• Fertilizer Co. Ltd.
• Omex Agrifluids Ltd.

Food Processing Equipment
• F.H. Schule Muehlenbau GmbH

Forage Harvesters
• Case IH
• New Holland Agriculture
• Nogueira/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• Poettinger

Forestry Equipment
• Bomford
• Guarany Ind. Com. Ltd.
• Valtra Inc. - Africa

Fruit Processing
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.

Generating Sets
• Briggs & Stratton AG

Genetic Research
• Lohmann Tierzucht GmbH

Grain - Drying & Ventilation
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.
• Chief Industries UK Ltd.
• KEPLER WEBER

Grain - Handling, Cleaning & 
Processing
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• Awila Anlagenbau GmbH
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.
• Chief Industries UK Ltd.
• F.H. Schule Muehlenbau GmbH
• KEPLER WEBER
• Privé SA

Grains, Grain Projects & Edible Oils
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.

Grasscutting Machines - Forage
• Bomford
• Nogueira/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• Poettinger

Grasscutting Machines - Lawn
• Briggs & Stratton AG

Groundnut Handling Equipment
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.

Harrows
• Baldan/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• John Deere (Pty) Ltd.

Harvesting Equipment
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.
• Deutz-Fahr
• John Deere (Pty) Ltd.
• New Holland Agriculture
• Nogueira/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• Bomford

Horticultural Equipment & 
Machinery
• Guarany Ind. Com. Ltd.
• ICS France
• Micron Group
• Swingtec GmbH

Horticultural Fertilisers
• Hebei Monband Water Soluble
• Fertilizer Co. Ltd.

Integrated Pest Management
• Omex Agrifluids Ltd.
• Swingtec GmbH

Irrigation & Drainage Systems
• Valmont Irrigation

Irrigation Equipment
• Eurodrip SA
• ICS France
• Valmont Irrigation

Maize Shellers
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• Bomford
• Nogueira/Pan Trade Services Ltd.

Manure Composters & Dryers
• PICHON

Material Handling
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.
• PICHON

Material Handling - Bulk
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.

Medicators
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Micronutrients
• Omex Agrifluids Ltd.

Milk Replacers
• Coprex

Milling & Mixing
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Mills
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• Big Dutchman International GmbH
• Privé SA

Mills - Grain
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.
• F.H. Schule Muehlenbau GmbH
• Nogueira/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• Privé SA
• Silos Cordoba S.L.

Mills - Hammer
• Awila Anlagenbau GmbH
• Nogueira/Pan Trade Services Ltd.

Monitoring Equipment
• Valmont Irrigation

Oil Extraction Equipment
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.

Packaging Machinery
• Fairtrade GmbH & Co. KG

Palletizers
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Pelleting
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• Awila Anlagenbau GmbH

Pig Equipment
• Big Dutchman International GmbH
• Lubing Maschinenfabrik
• Gmbh & Co. KG
• Symaga SA

Pig Feeding/Drinking Equipment
• Big Dutchman International GmbH
• The GSI Group South Africa (Pty) Ltd.

Pig Flooring
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Pig Health Products
• OLMIX
• Socorex Isba SA

Pig Housing
• Big Dutchman International GmbH
• Silos Cordoba S.L.

Plant Protection Chemicals
• Omex Agrifluids Ltd.

Planters
• Baldan/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• John Deere (Pty) Ltd.

Listings
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• Poettinger

Plastic Flooring, Poultry
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Ploughs - Disc
• Baldan/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• Vellag Ltd.

Ploughs - Mouldboard
• John Deere (Pty) Ltd.
• LEMKEN GmbH & Co. KG
• Poettinger

Poultry Consultancy Services
• BioPoint

Poultry Equipment - Drinking
• Big Dutchman International GmbH
• Lubing Maschinenfabrik
• Gmbh & Co. KG
• Silos Cordoba S.L.
• The GSI Group South Africa (Pty) Ltd.

Poultry Equipment/Handling
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.

Poultry Feeding
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Poultry Health Products
• BioPoint
• OLMIX

Poultry Housing
• Big Dutchman International GmbH
• Silos Cordoba S.L.
• Symaga SA

Public Health
• Guarany Ind. Com. Ltd.
• Swingtec GmbH

Pumps
• Briggs & Stratton AG

Rice Parboilers
• F.H. Schule Muehlenbau GmbHSAME
• Rice Processing & Milling Equipment
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.
• F.H. Schule Muehlenbau GmbH

Rice Threshers
• Nogueira/Pan Trade Services Ltd.

Roll-out Nests
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Seed
• ICS France

Seed Cleaning Equipment
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.

Seed Planting Equipment

• Baldan/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• LEMKEN GmbH & Co. KG

Silos
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• Awila Anlagenbau GmbH
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.
• Big Dutchman International GmbH
• Chief Industries UK Ltd.
• KEPLER WEBER
• Privé SA
• Silos Cordoba S.L.
• Symaga SA
• The GSI Group South Africa (Pty) Ltd.

Slurry Disposal
• PICHON

Soluble Fertilisers
• Hebei Monband Water Soluble
• Fertilizer Co. Ltd.
• Omex Agrifluids Ltd.

Spare Parts for Fork Lift Trucks
Vellag Ltd.

Sprayers
• GOIZPER GROUP
• Guarany Ind. Com. Ltd.
• Jacto/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• LEMKEN GmbH & Co. KG
• Maschio Gaspardo S.p.A

Sprayers - Crop
• GOIZPER GROUP
• Guarany Ind. Com. Ltd.
• Jacto/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• Micron Group

Spraying Nozzles & Components
• GOIZPER GROUP
• Guarany Ind. Com. Ltd.
• Jacto/Pan Trade Services Ltd.
• Micron Group

Stored Products Protection
• Swingtec GmbH

Sugar Cane Equipment
• Case IH

Sugar Cubing Machinery
• Valtra Inc. - Africa

Threshing Machines
• Nogueira/Pan Trade Services Ltd.

Tillage
• LEMKEN GmbH & Co. KG
• Maschio Gaspardo S.p.A

Trace Elements
• Hebei Monband Water Soluble
• Fertilizer Co. Ltd.
• OLMIX
• Omex Agrifluids Ltd.

Tractors

• Case IH
• Deutz-Fahr
• John Deere (Pty) Ltd.
• New Holland Agriculture
• SAME
• Valtra Inc. - Africa
• Vellag Ltd.

Tractors - Spare Parts/Attachments
• Case IH
• Deutz-Fahr
• New Holland Agriculture
• SAME
• Vellag Ltd.

Trade Shows
• Fairtrade GmbH & Co. KG

Traders in Agricultural Equipment, 
General
• Vellag Ltd.

Turnkey Operations
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.

Turnkey Operations
• Agricultural/Industrial Schemes
• Bentall Rowlands Storage Systems Ltd.
• Valmont Irrigation

ULV Spraying Equipment
• GOIZPER GROUP
• Guarany Ind. Com. Ltd.
• Swingtec GmbH

Vacuum Cleaners
• PICHON

Ventilating Equipment
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Veterinary Products/Equipment - 
General
• Socorex Isba SA

Waste Disposal Equipment
• Big Dutchman International GmbH

Weed Control
• GOIZPER GROUP

Weighers - Animal
• Big Dutchman International GmbH
• Griffith Elder & Co. Ltd.

Weighers - Grain
• Griffith Elder & Co. Ltd.

Weighing - Sack Filling
• Alvan Blanch Development Ltd.
• Griffith Elder & Co. Ltd.

Weighing Equipment
• Big Dutchman International GmbH
• Griffith Elder & Co. Ltd

Listings
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ABOUT
Published by Lothbrok Media 
Group, Agrifocus African Markets 
Magazine launched its very first 
issue in 2004 with the aim/mission 
of becoming the reference 
magazine of the African Agriculture 
Industry. As a specialty magazine of 
Agriculture, Agri Developments and 
sub-industry, Agrifocus African 
Markets Magazine is followed by 
more than 90 thousand industry 
professionals in 162 countries both 
in printed and online editions. The 
AgriFocus Markets Magazine is 
published 4 times a year in English 
language. while reaching readers in 
Turkish, Russian, Arabic and 
Spanish/Portuguese languages 
every 3 Months.

visit  wwww.agrifocusafrica.com
for more Real news in real time

Head Office

5 The Ferns, 364 Pretoria Avenue Randburg, 2194

Mail: Info@lothbrokmedia.com 

info@agrifocusafrica.com 

Tell: +27 67 212 7565 | www.agrifocusafrica.com

Zambia

33 Malata Road, Madras, lusaka, 

Zambia 3928

Email Info: Info@agrifocusafrica.com

Website: Www.agrifocusafrica.com
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