
 

Can you believe this is one of the 

top questions people ask about 

vegetable gardens? “Is it worth 

it?” Here’s our answer: Plant 

your own seeds, water your 

seedlings every day, transfer 

them to a greenhouse, pick your 

veggies, use them to cook dinner, 

and tell us: Was it worth it? 

 

 

Consider this: During the 

coronavirus pandemic, garden-

ing has seen a dramatic spike. 

A trend has even started of 

people calling the gardens 

they’ve started during the 

COVID-19 outbreak their 

“COVID Victory Gardens.” 

And for good reason! Actually, 

reasons — plural.  

 

First of all, the COVID outbreak 

resulted in many grocery stores 

receiving limited resources and 

with a garden, you can simply 

make your own food resource 

and grow your own. Secondly, 

the act of gardening is therapeu-

tic.  
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If you have an existing garden plot, you are probably ready to prep your soil. Don’t have a 
designated garden yet? Skip down to the next section for tips on starting your vegetable 
garden from scratch. 

https://agrifocusafrica.com/2020/11/20/learn-how-to-best-prepare-a-vegetable-garden/
http://www.AGRIFOCUSAFRICA.COM
http://www.bmgworld.net/
http://www.agrifocusafrica.com/
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“The electricity 

demand and 

supply profiles of 

the agriculture 

sector make solar 

PV a perfect fit,”  
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 COULD AGRI-PV BE AFRICA’S NEXT BIG SOLAR MARKET TREND? 

MAREL DONATES € 1,000,000 TO SOUTH SUDAN 

Marel is donating 1 million 

euro to the Red Cross who 

will use the funds to improve 

the food security of the most 

vulnerable communities in 

South Sudan. 

 

In South Sudan, millions face 

food insecurity, increasing the 

risk of malnutrition, especially 

among children. “The support 

provided by Marel will help us 

strengthen our efforts to bol-

ster the resilience of hundreds 

of thousands of families,” says 

Robert Mardini, Director-

General of the International 

Committee of the Red Cross 

(ICRC). 

Every meal counts 

Marel’s vision is of a world 

where quality food is sustaina-

ble and affordable. 

“Unfortunately, not everyone 

has access to food or other 

basic needs,” says Arni Oddur 

Thordarson, CEO. “We feel a 

broader responsibility towards 

improving global food security. 

We are grateful to be able to 

contribute to sustainable de-

velopment and better living 

conditions. We know that 

every meal counts, every con-

tribution counts.” 

Staggering needs 

The already fragile situation in 

South Sudan has been com-

pounded in recent years, with 

reduced agricultural produc-

tion due to conflict, armed 

violence and climate shocks, 

such as floods in 2019 and 

2020.                

                        Read More 

($61 million at today’s rates) in 

South Africa alone. 

One in 10 South African solar 

installations are in the agricul-

tural sector, the report states, 

and the market is expected to 

grow at 10 percent a year. 

Frank Spencer, a board mem-

ber at the South African Pho-

tovoltaic Industry Association, 

said solar is seeing 

“exponential growth” in the 

agricultural sector 

“The electricity demand and 

supply profiles of the agricul-

ture sector make solar PV a 

perfect fit,” he said in an email. 

“We envisage this trend to 

continue as solar PV technolo-

gy matures and the costs con-

tinue to decrease. 

By: JASON 

DEIGN;Zimbabwe’s Nhimbe 

Fresh has invested in solar and 

batteries to keep irrigation 

pumps and cold-storage sys-

tems running during grid black-

outs. (Credit: Sun Exchange) 

“Exponential growth” predict-

ed for solar on farms as grow-

ers seek cheaper, more relia-

ble energy. 

Insiders predict agricultural 

companies could become ma-

jor adopters of solar power in 

Africa as farmers seek to im-

prove the cost and reliability of 

energy supplies. 

According to a report from 

GreenCape, a nonprofit organ-

ization, the market for renewa-

ble energy in agriculture last 

year was worth up to 960 

million South African rand 

 “We envisage this trend to 

continue as solar PV technolo-

gy matures and the costs con-

tinue to decrease.” 

Given the cost and reliability of 

solar generation during the day 

in Africa, “this kind of applica-

tion is applicable wherever 

there is daytime usage of elec-

tricity throughout the year,” 

he said. 

 

While the term “agricultural 

solar” often refers to the co-

location of PV projects on the 

same land where crops grow 

or livestock grazes, in Africa,  
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“The electricity demand and supply profiles of the agriculture sector make solar PV a perfect fit,”
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https://agrifocusafrica.com/2020/11/18/could-agri-pv-be-africas-next-big-solar-market-trend/
https://www.ams-samplers.com/
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achievement that no other dairy-

man in South Africa has accom-

plished. 

The competition celebrates South 

Africa’s top commercial and small-

holder achievers in the industry and 

is hosted annually by Agri-Expo on 

behalf of the National Dairy Re-

cording and Improvement Scheme 

of the Agricultural Research Coun-

cil (ARC). 

Johannes Loubser 

Fair Cape Dairies’ farmer, Johannes 

Loubser, has again been recognised 

as National Master Dairyman of the 

Year 2020 at the Agricultural Re-

search Council’s annual National 

Dairy Performers Awards. 

This is the fourth time that Johan-

nes has been recognised as Nation-

al Master Dairyman of the Year, an 

FAIR CAPE DAIRIES’ JOHANNES LOUBSER WINS 

NATIONAL MASTER DAIRYMAN OF THE YEAR 2020 

This weeks Company Profile: BMG WORLD 

You are truly a 

Master 

Dairyman. Thank 

you for your 

tremenadous 

input and 

contribution to 

the dairy industry 

in South Africa,”    
Dr Jakkie du Toit, research team 

manager for dairy cattle improve-

ment at the Agricultural Research 

Council conveyed hearty congratu-

lations to Johannes and the team. 

You are truly a Master Dairyman. 

Thank you for your tremenadous 

input and contribution to the dairy 

industry in South Africa,” “he says.  
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https://agrifocusafrica.com/2020/09/20/bmg-world/
https://agrifocusafrica.com/2020/09/20/bmg-world/
https://www.ams-samplers.com/
https://agrifocusafrica.com/2020/11/18/fair-cape-dairies-johannes-loubser-wins-national-master-dairyman-of-the-year-2020/
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BMG’s electronic, fluid 

technology, tools and 

power transmission 

components have been 

carefully selected to 

operate together, to 

form an efficient 

system that enhances 

productivity and 

energy efficiency. 
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Agriculture linkage, PTO’s, chain and gearboxes  

BMG’S AGRICULTURAL SERVICES TO ZAMBIAN FARMERS 

ENHANCE EFFICIENCIES FOR INCREASED PRODUCTIVITY AND 

GREATER PROFITABILITY 

“BMG offers farming sustainability solutions that focus on effective food production, the correct use of 

suitable equipment for the specific task and the efficient application of advanced technologies. The com-

pany’s extensive range of engineering components, which conforms to all relevant quality assurance and 

specification certifications, is carefully selected for local farmers, to ensure optimum performance – even 

in tough operating conditions. 

BMG’s electronic, fluid technology, tools and power transmission components have been carefully select-

ed to operate together, to form an efficient system that enhances productivity and energy 

efficiency. 

An important focus is on the selection, installation and operation of advanced electrome-

chanical systems – including Motoline solar inverters and electronic variable speed drives 

(VSDs), which are designed to improve efficiencies, reduce energy consumption and mini-

mise maintenance requirements. 

BMG’s Motoline solar inverters for water pumps offer dependable use in agricultural irriga-

tion and water feed systems, for rural domestic and municipal water supply, as well as for 

ponds and dams.                                                                                        
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The Chairperson of the Portfolio 

Committee on Agriculture, Land 

Reform and Rural Development, 

Inkosi Mandla Mandela, has wel-

comed the commitment to real 

investment announced by President 

Cyril Ramaphosa at the third South 

African Investment Conference. 

Inkosi Mandela said the significant 

investments in a number of key 

sectors are encouraging, especially 

given the devastating impact that 

the Covid-19 pandemic has had on 

the South African economy and on the lives of 

South Africans, especially in the deep rural areas. 

"We are deeply concerned that the investment con-

ference should go beyond the analogy of the Protea 

and the South African Poultry Plan in driving invest-

ment in the agriculture and agri-industries sector. 

For many rural communities which are dependent 

on subsistence farming, the issues of food security, 

hunger and poverty were a reality before the pan-

demic. Now they find themselves in dire straits," 

said Inkosi Mandela. 

President Ramaphosa delivered an opening address 

at the third South Africa Investment 

Conference at the Sandton Con-

vention Centre in Johannesburg 

today. 

He said South Africa has a well-

established, highly developed and 

world class formal agricultural sec-

tor. He added: "This is where we 

must migrate our subsistence and 

small-scale farming by attracting 

substantial investments into our 

agriculture economy." 

He said South Africa's potential to 

lead Africa into a new era must 

leverage the fact that half of the 

world's arable land is in Sub-

Saharan Africa. "This is an immeas-

urable opportunity that is begging 

for investment. We call on the 

Investment Conference to give this 

priority attention. Africa beyond 

the pandemic faces a huge challenge 

with hunger, endemic poverty and 

under-development. Food insecuri-

ty stares most African nations in 

the face and is a major impediment 

to progress on the continent." 

Inkosi Mandela said the committee 

also welcomes the President's com-

mitment to land reform as a key 

driver for unlocking the potential of 

the agricultural sector. 

 

South African Pre-

sent  

Cyril Ramaphosa 
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The issues of 

food security, 

hunger and 

poverty were a 
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the pandemic. 
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dire straits,"  
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