
 

Speaking at the event, Dr Mathole Motshekga, co-chairperson of the Constitutional Review Committee, con-

firmed that the ad hoc committee is set to submit the report from the public hearings on the Land Expropria-

tion Bill. Once all parties have accepted it, the bill will be tabled at the National Assembly for consideration.  

Receiving limited resources and with a garden, you can simply make your own food resource and grow your 

own. Secondly, the act of gardening is therapeutic.                                                                                   
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By; Bridget Dube 

25 November 2020: Land Reform – In light of the heated and ongoing debate around land reform, one of 
the most contested issues in the country, and with this week’s anticipated submission of the Parliamentary 
Review Committee’s report on findings from the public hearings relating to the amendment of section 25, 
the Vumelana Advisory Fund hosted industry experts for a discussion on current issues impacting land re-
form, especially within the context of the Covid-19 pandemic and a distressed economy.  
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“Agbiz said these 

products would 

continue to 

support South 

Africa’s 

agricultural 

exports in the last 

quarter of this 

year. 
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LARGE HARVESTS AND EXPORT MARKETS PAY OFF MARKETS 

MALAWI FARMERS PROTEST CANNABIS LICENSE FEES 

A varieties of the industrial 

hemp which was grown on 

trial basis at Chitedze Re-

search Station in Malawi’s capi-

tal Lilongwe. (Lameck Masina/

VOA) 

Malawi’s new Cannabis Regula-

tory Authority this week said 

the country is ready to be-

come the latest in Africa to 

produce the plant for medici-

nal and industrial use. Malawi 

farmers, however, say the 

license fee, up to $10,000, is 

prohibitively high. 

The enactment of a law allow-

ing cultivation of cannabis 

sounded like good news to 

Yohane Banda, a farmer in 

Kasungu district in central 

Malawi. 

Banda believed switching to 

cannabis would almost triple 

his earnings from the tobacco 

he has been growing for the 

past 15 years. 

But now, the license fees re-

quired to grow the crop have 

dimmed his hopes.                        

distribution has been hindered 

by ongoing fighting, tensions 

and competition over scarce 

resources. This year, The 

COVID-19 pandemic and a 

severe inflation in food prices 

have further deteriorated the 

situation. The needs remain 

staggering and half the popula-

tion struggles to have enough 

food to eat. 

“It’s discouraging because in 

cannabis growing to get the 

license it’s expensive. They are 

saying it’s MK 250,000 ($330) 

per hectare,” said Banda  

                          Read More  

-on-year basis. The growth in 

agricultural exports was pri-

marily underpinned by citrus, 

wine, maize, nuts, deciduous 

fruit and sugar cane,” said 

Sihlobo. 

Agbiz said these products 

would continue to support 

South Africa’s agricultural ex-

ports in the last quarter of this 

year. 

Sihlobo said citrus had fea-

tured prominently throughout 

the year, and exports for this 

year were expected to reach a 

record 2.5 million tons. Simi-

larly, wine exports were ex-

pected to continue to improve 

in the last quarter of the year, 

following the restriction of 

sales in the domestic market 

for a certain period during 

lockdown and the disruption 

By: Simphiwe Mbokazi 

DURBAN – SOUTH Africa 

recorded a 5 percent year-on-

year increase in agriculture 

exports in the third quarter of 

this year, the Agricultural Busi-

ness Chamber (Agbiz) said 

yesterday. 

The chamber’s chief econo-

mist, Wandile Sihlobo, said a 

large harvest, joint efforts by 

the government and the pri-

vate sector to keep agriculture 

operational since the start of 

the lockdown, and long-term 

efforts to develop export mar-

kets continued to pay off for 

the agricultural sector. 

“In the third quarter of 2020, 

South Africa saw record quar-

terly exports of $3.2 billion 

(about R49.3bn), which is an 

increase of 5 percent on a year

“This all happened in a season 

where South Africa’s wine 

production was in recovery 

mode from a volume perspec-

tive, with the 2020 wine grape 

harvest estimated to be up by 

8.2 percent to 1.3 million tons. 

The same goes for maize, 

whose 2020/21 exports are 

estimated at 2.5 million tons, 

up by 35 percent, mainly on 

the back of a large harvest, 

which is the second-largest on 

record.  

The same goes for other prod-

ucts that already featured 

prominently in the exports list 

in the first three quarters of 

the year as a result of large 

production volumes,” Sihlobo 

said.                                                    
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bers of Commerce and Industry 

(FPCCI) on Thursday, Koyi pointed 

out that in volumetric terms, tea 

was one of the main import goods 

of Pakistan. 

“Though there is a general belief 

that tea comes mainly from Kenya, 

one-third of tea is produced in 

Tanzania,” he said. “There are mas-

sive opportunities for investment in 

Tanzania, especially in agro-

production and processing, pharma-

ceuticals, industrial production and 

manufacturing.”). 

Tourism companies of Pakistan 

invited to start operations in Tanza-

nia 

As one of the biggest tea importers 

around the world, Pakistan can save 

millions of dollars if it starts import-

ing the commodity from Tanzania, 

instead of routing it through Kenya, 

remarked Tanzanian Chamber of 

Commerce President Paul Koyi. 

During meetings with businessmen 

associated with the Korangi Associ-

ation of Trade and Industry (KATI) 

and Federation of Pakistan Cham-

TANZANIAN TEA IMPORT CAN SAVE MILLIONS 

This weeks Company Profile: CRA-VAC  

“Though there 

is a general 

belief that tea 

comes mainly 

from Kenya, 

one-third of 

tea is produced 

in Tanzania,” 

he said.  

 

He announced that Pakistani inves-

tors would be more than welcome 

in Tanzania as the African nation 

needed investment in the industrial 

sector. According to him, Pakistani 

people have huge talent in this 

area. 

Koyi underlined that Tanzania was 

a peaceful country and its economy 

depended on agriculture, mining 

and tourism.  

                             Read More 
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“This 

compares 

unfavourably 

(by 41,08%) 

with the five-

year average,”  
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HILENI NEMBWAYA and NGHIINOMENWA ERASTUS 

NAMIBIA’S LUCRATIVE BEEF MARKET AT RISK 

LIVESTOCK IMPORT … The declining number of cattle sold is threatening the country’s supply to 

the European, Chinese and American markets. 

THE strategy Namibia has relied on for years to revive its cattle herd will take longer this time, risking 

the country losing its newly established export markets. 

Marketing of cattle dropped by 49,49% during the first three quarters of 2020 in which 193 644 cattle 

were sold compared to 383 466 during the same period in 2019, Meat Board of Namibia 

statistics for end of September show. 

“This compares unfavourably (by 41,08%) with the five-year average,” the board said. 

The declining number of cattle sold is threatening the country’s supply to the European, 

Chinese and American markets. 

However, agriculture minister Calle Schlettwein said during his tour of north communal 

areas Namibia might buy stock from Botswana while the country’s farmers grow their 

stock. 

Namibia will need to import about 20 000 cattle to satisfy its beef export markets as local 

farmers cannot meet the high demand due to the effects of the prolonged drought.                                             
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SOON after Independence in 1980, 

Julius Nyerere the late founding 

president of Tanzania, on a visit to 

Zimbabwe said to Robert Mugabe, 

who was then the prime minister, 

“My friend, you have inherited a 

jewel, do not tarnish it.” 

Ceteris Paribus:Eben mabunda 

Something happened to that 

“jewel” and it lost its lustre. The big 

question is, how can we get this 

“jewel” to sparkle again? Could the resuscitation of 

agriculture be the key to Zimbabwe’s economic 

recovery? Formerly dubbed the “breadbasket of 

Africa” for a thriving economy that was hinged on 

its agricultural fortunes, Zimbabwe has over the last 

two decades plummeted to a basket case. Since 

1965, agriculture contributed an average of 15% to 

the nation’s GDP with a high of 22% in 1967 and a 

low of 7% in the historic severe drought year of 

1992. The 2018 contribution came in at a meagre 

8%, a year in which the national GDP grew by a 

mere 2%. 

Based on historical prognosis, agriculture is an an-

chor sector for the economy, and 

its outturn often mirrors down-

stream in the manufacturing sector, 

whose dependence on agriculture is 

quite high. A historical snapshot of 

the stats would reveal: In 2002, 

agricultural output receded by -

23%, GDP slumping -4,8%, while 

the manufacturing sector grew by 

just 1,2%. 

Comparatively, in 1996 as the sec-

tor had recovered from the effects 

of the 1992 drought, the agricultur-

al sector surged 21%, while the 

GDP reflected a 7% growth with a 

corresponding 4% increase in the 

manufacturing sector growth rate. 

Zimbabwe’s trade deficit has aver-

aged north of US$2 billion annually 

since dollarisation with a growing 

import bill due to the country’s 

propensity to import. A significant 

portion of the imports are agricul-

tural and these include wheat, 

maize, and soya. Looking back, the 

land question sooner or later need-

ed to be addressed. However, not 

in the hasty and chaotic manner it 

was handled, whose net effect has 

been the destruction of agricultural 

activity in the country. 

 

                                Read More.. 

 

Ceteris Pari-

bus:Eben mabunda  
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Formerly dubbed 

the “breadbasket 

of Africa” for a 

thriving economy 

that was hinged 

on its agricultural 

fortunes, 

Zimbabwe has 

over the last two 

decades 

plummeted to a 

basket case. Since 

1965, 
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