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“Global mega trends increase the need for sensing.” We see OEMs, wholesalers, and installers
adapting to it and facing fundamental choices.
Danfoss has engineered solutions that allow the world to use resources in smarter ways—driving the sustainable
transformation of tomorrow, since 1933. Danfoss produces more than 250,000 products in 70 factories across 25
countries every day, developing and refining solutions in response to our customers’ needs.
With the adoption of a ever-growing digital world, Danfoss Industrial Automation has repositioned itself as Danfoss
Sensing Solutions, representing the union of application-driven sensor technologies and unparalleled commitment to
helping customers navigate their journey into the digital frontier.
“Global mega trends increase the need for sensing.” We see OEMs, wholesalers, and installers adapting to it and
facing fundamental choices. They’re asking questions like ‘What is the right path for us?’ and ‘Who will help us make
the right decisions as we move along?’. Our new name reflects our commitment to embracing that future and is our
way of saying: We are your partner in navigating your journey across the digital sensor frontier—today and tomorrow,”.

Read Online
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MOZAMBIQUE: FAO HELPING CABO DELGADO DISPLACED TO
RESUME FARMING
NAIROBI, 06 January 2021
– A free tool that will help
farmers and pastoralists across
Africa to predict and control
locust behaviour has been
launched.

Download
October-December
2020

“Last year, South
Africa exported
over 2.8 million
tonnes of fresh
fruit to overseas
markets.
However,’’

Kuzi—the Swahili name for the
wattled starling, a bird renowned for eating locusts—is
an AI-powered tool that generates a real-time heatmap of
locusts across Africa, shows all
potential migration routes, and
gives a real-time locust breeding index.

Using satellite data, soil sensor
data, ground meteorological
observation, and machine
learning, Kuzi can predict the
breeding, occurrence and migration routes of desert locusts across the horn of African and Eastern African countries, and uses deep learning to
identify the formation of locust
swarms.
Kuzi then sends farmers and
pastoralists free SMS alerts 2-3
months in advance of when
locusts are highly likely to

attack farms and livestock in
their areas.Without preventative measures, a swarm of 80
million locusts can consume
food equivalent to that eaten
by 35,000 people a day, devastating food stocks for vulnerable communities.Putting in
place early detection and control measures, which are critical in desert locust management, will offer farmers and
pastoralists a vital tool in the
fight against world hunger and
food insecurity.
Read Online

MOU SIGNED TO BOOST FRUIT EXPORTS FROM SA TO CHINA
Xiaohu Xu, Vice President of
the CCCFNA/ Justin Chadwick, Chairman of Fruit SA and
Vangile Titi-Msumza, ViceChair of Fruit SA.
Fruit exports from South Africa and China are set to get a
boost with the recent signing
of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) between the
two countries.
Last year, South Africa exported over 2.8 million tonnes of
fresh fruit to overseas markets. However, only a small
percentage of these exports
went to China. With a population of around 1.38 billion and
the demand for fresh fruit
expected to continue growing
over the next few years, China
offers a major opportunity for
further market expansion.

As a result, the local industry
aims to increase its exports to
China over the next five years
and in this way contribute
towards increased jobs in the
sector.
The MoU, which was signed
between Xiaohu Xu, Vice
President of the China Chamber of Commerce of Import &
Export of Foodstuffs & Native
Produce (CFNA) and Justin
Chadwick, Chairman of the
Board of Fruit South Africa
(Fruit SA) will contribute towards this objective, as it will
serve to promote greater cooperation and statistical information exchange between the
countries’ fresh fruit industries.
Read Online

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER /PREMIUM
AGRICULTURE NEWS IN REAL TIME

VOLUME

13,ISSUE

30

PAGE

“SupPlant, an
Israeli technology,
is active in many
countries, including

SUPPLANT GRANTED $2M TO DEVELOP TECHNOLOGY TO AID SMALL

South Africa,
Australia and
Mexico, and has

SupPlant, the leading precision agriculture hardware-software solution,
was granted $2M (1.6M Euros)
from the National Centre for Research and Development of the
Government of Poland to develop
new smart irrigation technology
suited for small farmers with land
that is smaller than 10 hectares.
The technology will be developed
in SupPlant’s new offices in Poland
(opening in Jan 2021) over the next
30 months alongside Professor
Waldemar Treder who specializes
in Plant Management from the Re-

search Institute of Horticulture in
Skierniewice.
80% of the world’s farmers are
smallholder farmers which are dealing daily with challenges such as the
unpredictable climate that is changing rapidly, differentiating each
plant’s water needs, the price of
water and the need to feed the
people around them. SupPlant wishes to make their technologies available to these vulnerable populations.

SupPlant’s technology is being used
by farmers in 14 countries around
the world including Australia, Mexico and South Africa.
This grant is supporting the development of more advanced technology, a mobile application which will
avoid the need for physical sensors,
and a smart water valve which will
communicate with SupPlant’s application.

This weeks Company Profile: MIRKA LTD.

Read Online

expertise in 31
crops, with a
unique focus on
Avocado, citrus and
wine grapes ” .
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A POSSIBLE SOLUTION TO THE BIG LAND
QUESTION AS WE KICK-OFF 2021

MIRKA LTD

“The “Communityprivate partnerships
(CPPs) are
structures
established between
private investors
and communities
that have acquired
land under the land
reform
programme.”.

Download
and view
the October
-December
issue here:

Vumelana Advisory Fund
08 January 2021: A lot has been said around how the land reform programme can be administered. Several models exist, including various market-led approaches that have proven to be effective in addressing
the land issue. These should be explored and adapted to the programme as we forge ahead with plans to
fast-track the pace of land reform in South Africa. So says the Vumelana Advisory Fund – a not-for-profit
organisation that supports beneficiaries of the land reform programme to make land productive.
Mazwi Mkhulisi, programmes manager at the Vumelana Advisory Fund, explains: “Community-private
partnerships (CPPs) are structures established between private investors and communities
that have acquired land under the land reform programme.”
He adds, “Typically, the communities bring their land and labour, and the private partner
brings capital, skills and market access to the partnership. CPP contracts, usually leasebased, are designed to ensure that the partners can meet their obligations and exercise
their rights in a manner that supports the profitable operation of the business venture into
which they enter.”
Independent transaction advisor Geoff De Beer says, “CPP arrangements require strong
commitment from both parties, as it takes time for new partners to develop trust and the
business relationship.”
Read Online
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MOZAMBIQUE: WATER CRISES IN MAPUTO AND NAMPULA
puto is being supplied.
The northern city of Nampula is
also facing a water crisis. The dam
on the Monapo river which provides most of the city’s water is
only 22 per cent full.

Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique (Maputo)
Maputo — The Greater Maputo
Metropolitan Region could face
restrictions in its water supply,
unless it rains heavily in southern
Mozambique in the near future.
At a Maputo press conference on
Wednesday, Jose Malanco, the head
of information in the National Directorate of Water Resource Management, said that the level of water in the reservoir at the Pequenos
Libombos dam, the main source of
drinking water for greater Maputo,

has fallen dangerously low.
The reservoir (which can hold about 400 million
cubic metres of water) is only 18 per cent full, compared with 26 per cent at the same time last year.
“The forecast is that, if this scenario of shortage of
rainfall continues, restrictive measures could probably be taken in terms of supplying water to Maputo”,
said Malanco. In the past this has meant pumping
water to each neighbourhood of the city only every
other day.
Despite the low level of the reservoir, so far there
have been no restrictions. Malanco said that the
supply of water for public consumption is 100 per
cent of normal levels – but only 30 per cent of water needed for irrigated agriculture in Greater Ma-

WEEKLY COMPANY PROFILE:MIRKA Ltd

The government’s Water Supply
Investment and Assets Fund
(FIPAG) is mounting emergency
pumps in an attempt to extract
more water from the Monapo reservoir.

“Elidio Khossa,

Elidio Khossa, the Director of the
Central Operational Services of
FIPAG, told reporters that the
Nampula system is currently pumping only 13,000 cubic metres of
water a day, rather than the normal
40,000.

Services of FIPAG,

Other measures, Khossa said, include opening more boreholes in
the Namiteca well-field, on the
outskirts of the city, which will
supply water for tanker trucks, and
installing a further 31 standpipes in
critical parts of the city. He thought
the measures being taken might
increase capacity by up to 20,000
cubic metres of water a day.

pumping only

Read Online.
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