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Becker’s Kito electric chain and manual hoists have been designed for dependable use in materials handling applications in diverse industries. These include
mining, construction, shipbuilding, food, beverage and pharmaceutical processing, manufacturing and general industry, as well as in chemical and petrochemical plants and the wind power sector.
Kito electric chain hoists and manual hand chain blocks and lever hoists, which are
manufactured in Japan to stringent quality and safety specifications, are suitable for
demanding applications in wind turbines.
“Wind power, which is gaining popularity globally as a dependable source of renewable energy, is a growing business sector for our Kito range,” explains Rick Jacobs,
Senior General Manager (SGM) for Consumables, Becker Mining South Africa. “While
traditional coal-mining for energy production requires hoists that can operate safely in
confined and dust-filled conditions underground, the available space in wind-farm nacelles (which house the drive train and other tower-top components) is also confined,
but are often hundreds of metres above the ground and sea spray rather than dust, is
usually the environmental hazard.
Read Online
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INVESTMENTS IN AGRICULTURE YIELD DIVIDENDS
Enacy Mapakame
Government has lined up several irrigation infrastructure
projects this year as part of
efforts to boost crop production and achieve food security.
In light of the devastating effects of climate change causing
recurrent droughts, irrigation
is seen a viable option to enhance farm yields.
Finance and Economic Development Minister Professor
Mthuli Ncube acknowledged
the impacts of climate change
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on agriculture, which are reducing crop and livestock production. As such, creating
scope for channelling resources towards resilience and
productivity becomes critical.
The Agriculture and Food
Systems Transformation Strategy and the Agriculture Recovery Plan provide a roadmap
and strategic thrust for agriculture for the period to 2030,
focusing on increasing agricultural output to US$8,2 billion
by 2025 and contribute 20

percent to the gross domestic
product, from the current 12
percent.
“Recent droughts have reinforced the importance of maximising usage of existing water
bodies, soil and climate conditions towards increased agriculture productivity and output.

.
Read Online

HOW OPTIMIZED ENERGY MANAGEMENT DELIVERS
“storage to the
existing 64MW
thermal engine
plant was decided.
’’

By Luke Witmer, General
Manager, Data Science,
Wärtsilä Energy Storage
and Optimization
Since B2Gold first acquired the
Fekola gold mine, located in a
remote corner of southwest
Mali, exploration studies revealed the deposits to be almost double the initial estimates.
A recent site expansion has
just been completed, and while
the existing power units provide enough power to support
the increase in production, the
company sought to reduce its
energy costs, cut greenhouse
gas emissions, and increase
power reliability.
The addition of a 35MWp
solar photovoltaic (PV) plant
and 17MW/15MWh of energy

storage to the existing 64MW
thermal engine plant was decided. This new energy mix is
anticipated to save over 13
million litres of fuel, reduce
carbon emissions by thirty-nine
thousand tons per year, and
generate a payback in just over
four years.
Such an elaborate hybrid configuration needs a powerful
brain to deliver on all its potential: Wärtsilä’s GEMS, an
advanced energy management
system, has been set up to
control the energy across the
fleet of power sources, thermal, renewable, and battery
storage.
Read Online

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER /PREMIUM
AGRICULTURE NEWS IN REAL TIME

VOLUME

13,ISSUE

31

PAGE

“Take the
example of
Jeannette

REFLECTING ON UPTAKE OF AGRICULTURAL MECHANISATION IN AFRICA
Mechanising agriculture in the continent is an ongoing quest. Though
uptake remains weak, farmers who
have already tried mechanisation
can be its best ambassadors.

to RwF100,000 ($102) for the same
land per day. It allowed her to till
more land for less. One can imagine
farmers in her locality taking notice
and possibly follow suit.

Take the example of Jeannette
Kanyange, a Rwandan farmer one
might find anywhere on in Africa.

The reality however is that, while
there are government efforts including Rwanda’s to increase agricultural mechanisation, uptake is
still woefully low around the continent.

Three years ago before she started
renting a power tiller, a sort of mini
-tractor, she used to spend
RwF300,000 (US$306) to pay 100
people to till one hectare per day.
Renting the tiller dropped the cost

per 1,000 hectares in South Asia
and Latin America.
When in a 2008 report the Food
and Agricultural Organisation interrogated how to improve agricultural output including for food security, the experts predictably pointed
to agricultural mechanisation is the
missing link – their point being the
solution lay in more than tractors

Overall, Africa has less than two
tractors per 1,000 hectares of
cropland, compared to 10 tractors

This weeks Company Profile: PLASTICA .

Read Online

Kanyange, a
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BLT WORLD’S SCRAPETEC
PRIMETRACKERS

PLASTICA ALPHA

“The “Communityprivate partnerships
(CPPs) are
structures
established between
private investors
and communities
that have acquired
land under the land
reform
programme.”.

Download
and view
the October
-December
issue here:

Primetracker conveyor belt trackers
BLT WORLD’s comprehensive range of bulk materials handling equipment encompasses conveyor
components, designed to enhance productivity, minimise downtime and ensure extended service life of
conveyor systems.
New to this range is the Scrapetec PrimeTracker belt tracker, which eliminates problems associated with
conveyor belt systems, including misalignment, abrasion and belt damage.
“For optimum performance of a conveyor system, it is critical that the belt always runs
straight on the conveyor, without sideways movement. BLT WORLD’s new PrimeTracker
belt tracker has been designed to automatically guide a conveyor belt back into the correct
straight-line position, to prevent costly downtime and component replacement,” explains
Ken Mouritzen, managing director, BLT WORLD. “An advantage of the Scrapetec
PrimeTracker is that it is operates in the idling position at all times, unless there is sideways
movement of the belt. This system corrects misalignment immediately, by guiding the belt
back into the correct position, with no damage or abrasion to the belt or tracker.

Read Online
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FEATURE: KENYA SCALES UP EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE FOOD SECURITY
commissioned in December last
year by the state-run National Cereals and Produce Board (NCPB),
pushing the board’s total number of
laboratories to six.
The labs have been set up in
Machakos, Kitale, Nakuru, Meru,
and Eldoret counties.
The new facilities are expected to
help farmers and other value chain
players to detect contaminated
produce and in turn, influence better pre and post-harvest methods
of handling food.

NAIROBI, Jan. 15 (Xinhua) — In
Silvester Ndanu’s expansive farmland hidden 65 km away from Kenya’s capital, Nairobi, chickens peck
on dirt while his tethered dairy
cows graze unbothered.
Further down his sloped land, his
farmhand tends to his thriving
maize field.
A combination of optimal rainfall
and improved methods of farming is
promising Ndanu an abundant harvest.
However, this has not always been

the case as he has suffered numerous losses due to
aflatoxin contamination.
“A few years ago I harvested 17 bags of maize and
out of this nearly nine bags were rejected after testing positive for high levels of aflatoxins. I was puzzled as the maize lacked visible indications of being
contaminated,” said Ndanu.
In Kenya, food contamination has been identified as
one of the leading contributors to food insecurity;
retrogressive farming techniques, improper storage,
transportation, and processing of farm outputs are
some of the factors exposing foods to mycotoxins
(harmful molds/fungi).
In efforts aimed at addressing food contamination in
the country, five new aflatoxin testing labs were
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“The soil in this region has been
categorized as one that is susceptible to attacks by poisonous mold
hence the boards resolve to open a
testing facility here. Also, this county produces a considerable amount
of maize,” said Abed Sangolo, depot
manager, NCPB, Machakos.
“In the past, the challenge of proximity discouraged farmers from
taking their samples to be tested.
The board’s only known laboratory
was in the capital. We are anticipating a big turnout in the upcoming
harvest season,” Sangolo told
Xinhua on Wednesday.
Read Online.

“A few years ago I
harvested 17 bags
of maize and out
of this nearly nine
bags were rejected
after testing
positive for high
levels of
aflatoxins. I was
puzzled as the
maize lacked
visible indications
of being
contaminated,”
.
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