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The BMG team works closely with sugar mill engineers in the industry’s off-crop period each year, to re-

furbish and replace worn components in preparation for high productivity in the upcoming season. 

Dorstener gearboxes have been used on diffuser drives, mill drives and feeder tables for many years and 

three of these planet carriers recently needed to be replaced, due to excessive bearing journal wear and 

cracking. 

“In spite of tight time restrictions before the seasonal start-up of the mill, coupled with manufacturing 

challenges, BMG has designed, fabricated and installed new carriers, reducing the normal 24-week delivery 

period to only four weeks, with cost savings of about 7,5 times that of the OEM,” explains Mike Cooper, 

General Manager- Engineering, BMG. “Carriers are normally manufactured by Dorstener from cast iron, 

which is extremely difficult to repair. In this case, there was the additional problem of bores positioned 

close together, with virtually no wall thickness between the bearing journals, which was where the crack-

ing had occurred. Because of the harsh operating conditions of the mill and the high torque load of these 

units, we decided replacement was the preferred option over refurbishment. 
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TANZANIA: MODERN 

FARMING PROJECT 

FOR YOUTH LAUNCHED 
MID last month, on March 16, an occasion of 

farming significance took place without a lot of 

fanfare in the premises of the Sokoine University 

of Agriculture (SUA) in Morogoro Region. 

The Minister for Agriculture, Prof Adolf Mkenda 

launched Kizimba Business Model (KBM), a mod-

el of farming that seeks to take highly productive 

farming to districts so that arable land can be 

sliced into manageable blocks and agriculture in those blocks is developed using good cooperatives. 

The project represents yet another effort that seeks to transform farming and enhance Tanzania’s 

capability to sustain national food security, produce quality raw materials for local industries and ex-

port surplus crops. It represents yet another effort of valuing farming because the importance of agri-

culture has repeatedly been emphasised upon throughout Tanzania’s history. 

Time has come to take seriously lessons presented to us by this country’s history. In Tanzania, and by 

extension in Africa, farming is more than a word of seven letters. Farming means national survival. It 

means employment. It means prosperity. In vast Tanzania, in bearing in mind the complexities of this 

world, good farming will easily create lots of jobs and trade opportunities. 

The importance of agriculture speaks for itself. Preindependence history testifies to this fact. That 

history provides lessons that should not be ignored. In January 1961, eleven months before Tanganyi-

ka became independent, Chief Minister Julius Kambarage Nyerere, saluted peasants and reminded 

peasants that their occupation needed radical reforms for the good of everyone. 

Mwalimu called for use of fertilisers and insecticides. Because acquisition of tractors and planters was 

a far-fetched idea by then, Mwalimu called for use of oxen and horses to plough land in order to en-

large peasants’ farms and increase efficiency. The pre-independence situation has largely remained the 

same to the present day. 

READ ONLINE 

W E E K L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  / P R E M I U M  

A G R I C U L T U R E  N E W S  I N  R E A L  T I M E  

 

VISIT THE UPGRADED AGRIFOCUS AFRICA ONLINE DIRECTORY 

https://agrifocusafrica.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Agrifocus-April-June-2021-e-Version.pdf
https://agrifocusafrica.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Agrifocus-April-June-2021-e-Version.pdf
https://agrifocusafrica.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Agrifocus-April-June-2021-e-Version.pdf
https://agrifocusafrica.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Agrifocus-April-June-2021-e-Version.pdf
https://agrifocusafrica.com/2021/04/13/tanzania-modern-farming-project-for-youth-launched/
https://agrifocusafrica.com/business-directory/
https://www.husqvarna.com/za/products/sprayers/?utm_source=AgriFocusAfricanMarkets&utm_medium=WeeklyNewsletterMegaBanner&utm_campaign=Feb
https://agrifocusafrica.com/business-directory/
https://agrifocusafrica.com/business-directory/
https://agrifocusafrica.com/2021/04/13/tanzania-modern-farming-project-for-youth-launched/


 

P A G E  3  V O L U M E  1 3 , I S S U E  4 4  

 

 

Botswana has banned the importation of poultry and poultry products from South Africa after 

an outbreak of avian influenza was detected on a chicken farm in South Africa, the agriculture 

ministry said on Wednesday. 

South Africa said on Tuesday that around 300 birds died of avian flu at the commercial chick-

en-layer farm in Ekurhuleni, east of Johannesburg, with samples from the farm testing positive 

for the H5 strain. 

“As a result, the import of domesticated and wild birds, their products (meat, eggs and feath-

ers), from South Africa is banned with immediate effect,” Botswana’s Ministry of Agricultural 

Development and Food Security said in a statement. 

After an outbreak of the highly pathogenic H5N8 strain of avian flu in 2017, which saw poultry 

farmers culling millions of birds, neighbouring countries including Zimbabwe, Namibia and 

Botswana banned poultry imports from South Africa. 

Botswana authorities warned the public to be vigilant and to report any deaths of domestic 

poultry and wild birds to veterinary offices.                                                    

BOTSWANA BANS POULTRY IMPORTS FROM SOUTH AFRICA  
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WEST AFRICA: ECOWAS – NIGERIA LEADS WEST 

AFRICA IN ORGANIC AGRICULTURE PROMOTION 

The Head of Agriculture Division, ECOWAS Commission, Abuja, Mr Ernest Aubee, has said that Nigeria 

was leading in the promotion of Organic Agriculture in the West Africa region. 

Aubee said this in his closing remarks at the cocktail event on ‘Reporting Back Achievements of Ecologi-

cal Organic Agriculture (EOA) Initiative’ activities in Nigeria for the years 2014-2020 and Award presen-

tation, in Abuja. 

He said Nigeria’s efforts in organic agriculture were commendable and timely, as it was coming at a time 

when people paid attention to what they eat. 

“What Nigeria is doing will benefit not only Nigeria, as a country, but also the other 14 

ECOWAS member states, and we hope member states will take a cue from your strides 

so far,” he said. 

Aubee, also Chairman, Regional Steering Committee of EOA in West Africa, said EOA had 

been given a pride of place in the ECOWAS Commission, such that it was driving the or-

ganic agriculture initiative for the benefit of the region. 

“We must look at how best to mainstream organic agriculture into every sector of the 

economy, to encourage and promote its sustainability in the region,” he said. 

Aubee urged other ECOWAS member states to start work immediately on how best to 

ensure the mainstreaming of organic agriculture in their lives.  
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The Department of Agriculture, 

Land Reform and Rural Develop-

ment has released its draft cannabis 

master plan, which aims to turn 

marijuana into a viable business 

sector for the country. 

Included in the master plan’s list of 

priorities, is the signing of the Can-

nabis for Private Purposes Bill into 

law within the 2022/2023 financial 

year. 

This follows the landmark Constitu-

tional Court judgement in September 2018 which 

ruled that the use, possession and cultivation of 

cannabis in private dwellings was not illegal and 

should be allowed in South Africa. 

However, even though private use of cannabis has 

been decriminalised, the buying and selling of canna-

bis, cannabis oil and cannabis seeds remain illegal. 

The Constitutional Court gave parliament 24 

months from the date of the judgment to bring the 

ruling in line with South African laws. The Cannabis 

for Private Purposes Bill was developed to address 

the concerns raised by the Constitutional Court. 

In September 2020, government pub-

lished the draft Cannabis for Private 

Purposes Bill for public comment. 

The new draft bill outlines possession 

rules for cannabis users at the home as 

well as for people who wish to cultivate 

the plant. It also introduces new 

offences, as well as provisions for 

people who previously received a 

criminal record for cannabis posses-

sion. 

The draft bill states that an adult 

person may for personal use: 

Possess the prescribed quantity of 

cannabis plant cultivation material; 

Cultivate the prescribed quantity of 

cannabis plants in a private place; 

Possess in private, the prescribed 

quantity of cannabis in a public 

place; 

Possess the prescribed quantity of 

cannabis in a private place; 

Possess in private, the prescribed quanti-

ty of cannabis plants in a public place. 

The bill defines a ‘private place’ as any 

place, including a building, house, room, 

shed, hut, tent, mobile home, caravan, 

boat or land or any portion thereof, to 

which the public does not have access as 

of right. 
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