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The four-day AGRF 2021 Summit starts in Nairobi next week, with participants expected to 

chart a recovery path for Africa’s food system out of the Covid pandemic and build its resilience 

to future shocks. 

Jennifer Baarn, the Head of Partnerships at the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) 

and AGRF acting managing director, spoke to the Business Daily about the progress since the 

last summit in Rwanda and the financial and innovation commitments they are looking forward 

to in Nairobi. 
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The upcoming 2021/22 agricultural season was likely to be another period of a prolonged cycle 

of favourable weather conditions and good agricultural activity in South Africa, said the Agricul-

tural Business Chamber (Agbiz). The chamber’s chief economist, Wandile Sihlobo, said South 

Africa had not had three consecutive favourable agricultural seasons in a long time. 

“The typical cycles are two seasons of large agricultural output followed by a notable decline 

on the back of dryness. The only periods in the recent past that had three successive years of 

conducive weather conditions and a large crop harvest were in the 2007/8, 2008/9 and 2009/10 

production seasons. In this period, commercial maize production was over 12 million tons each 

year, averaging 12.5 million tons per year,” said Sihlobo. 

A sharp decline in the maize area, specifically in the 2005/6 production season, characterised 

the prior seasons. This was primarily caused by dryness and resulted in a lower harvest of 6.6 

million tons in 2005/6 and 7.1 million tons in the 2006/7 production season, he said. Other key 

summer crops such as sunflower seed and soybeans registered similar dips in production, par-

ticularly in the 2006/7 season. The 2019/20 and 2020/21 production seasons were character-

ised by ample rainfall, which supported agricultural activity and led to large harvests. However, 

Sihlobo said maize, for the first time in history in South Africa, saw yields surpassing 15 million 

tons in two succeeding seasons at 15.3 million tons in 2019/20 and 16.4 million tons in the 

2020/21 season. Other sub-sectors of agriculture, mainly horticulture, also recorded large pro-

duction volumes in essential fruits such as citrus. Deciduous fruits and wine grapes also showed 

an improvement in output from the previous years’ decline. 

“As we approach the summer crop-planting season from October, the weather forecasts 

showed strong prospects of above-normal rainfall in the 2021/22 summer season. At the end of 

July 2021, the SA Weather Service indicated that South Africa could experience another La 

Niña this summer, albeit weaker than in 2020/21,” he said. The chamber said farmers were 

already optimistic about production conditions, as evidenced from the tractor sales that, in the 

first seven months of this year, were 26 percent ahead of the corresponding period last year at 

3 934 units. 

However, sales last year were knocked by the lockdown restrictions, making the base slightly 

distorted. Still, 2020 was a good year for South Africa’s tractor sales, so surpassing it meant 

good momentum this year. Last year, tractor sales amounted to 5 738 units, up by 9 percent 

from 2019, supported by the large summer grains and oilseeds harvest in 2019/20, he said.On 

the downside, farmers were contending with rising input costs this season. In July, agrochemi-

cals, such as glyphosate, atrazine and acetochlor, were respectively up by 151 percent, 30 per-

cent and 24 percent from July last year. Meanwhile, fertiliser products such as ammonia, urea, 

DAP, and KLC were up by 184 percent, 104 percent, 115 percent and 98 percent, respectively, 

from July last year. 
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WAKULIMA wa Mara Cooperative Union (WAMACU) is now reviving coffee farming in Tarime 

district and other coffee-growing areas in Mara region as well as the Lake Zone regions. 

The union has made second payment amounting to 113m/- to coffee farmers in the previous season, 

a move which has largely encouraged many farmers to resume coffee production, especially in 

Tarime district. 

“We bought coffee at 1,200/- per kilogram from farmers and after selling and made profit we paid 

the same farmers an additional 400/- per kilogram in second payment”, WAMACU General Manager 

Mr Samwel Gisiboye told the ‘Daily News’ in Tarime early this week. 

He added: “We have given the second payment because our aim is to help farmers through their 

primary cooperative societies (AMCOS)”, Mr Gisiboye said. 

He also said currently WAMACU buys the crop on cash at high prices, something which has trig-

gered competition among private coffee buyers. 

Private buyers do not give second payment to farmers, according to him. 

“We are now buying coffee on cash at 1,600/- per kg and WAMACU will continue doing everything 

possible to make coffee farmers happy “, Mr Gisiboye assured. 

He said WAMACU has secured a loan from Tanzania Agriculture Development Bank (TADB) 

amounting to 980m/- to buy coffee and support coffee production. 

“We have already received 550m/- of the total loan approved by the TADB,” he said. 

Meanwhile WAMACU Mr Gisiboye said the union has spent over 100m/- on production and distri-

bution of improved coffee seedlings in an effort to boost coffee production in the region. 
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Flexibility in the current volatile socio-economic climate is a critical survival tool. The Africa 

Automation Technology Fair (AATF) has demonstrated a resilience and ability to thrive, de-

spite the constant challenges that face the trade show sector.  

Following feedback gathered from in-depth exhibitor and visitor surveys and close collabora-

tion with industry stakeholders, the AATF management took a decision in April 2021 to post-

pone the September 2021 in-person event to 9-11 May 2023. 

“The decision was met with positivity and enthusiasm by the industry and in the interim we will 

host Virtual Connect! in September 2021 and a series of technology Tuesday and Thursday 

virtual events in 2022,” said Carol Weaving, Managing Director of Reed Exhibitions Africa – 

organisers of AATF. 

Following these announcements, the news broke that the iconic Ticketpro Dome venue, the 

home of the AATF event for a number of years, had been sold to a third party. “While the 

news was a blow to both AATF and other trade show organisers who host events there, we 

are thrilled to announce that we will be hosting AATF 2023 at the well-known Johannesburg 

Expo Centre (NASREC) in the south of Johannesburg,” said Weaving. 

Johannesburg Expo Centre is South Africa’s largest purpose-built exhibition, conference, con-

vention and events venue and is one of Johannesburg’s best-known landmarks. The venue is 

also quite self-sufficient with its own banks, post office, telecommunication services. 

“We are thrilled that this venue change will allow us the opportunity to innovate the show and 

extend the elements currently on offer.  

The well-established infrastructure, versatility and the extensive experience of the Johannes-

burg Expo Centre staff make the venue the perfect new ‘home’ for AATF,” says Weaving. 

“Whilst the expo centre is a large venue, we have specifically chosen to host the exhibition in 

Hall 5 to provide our AATF exhibitors and their visitors with a more intimate ambience. In 

addition, the conference centre is situated close to Hall 5 for the convenience of 

the visitors attending the seminar sessions. 

 We will erect ample signage that directs visitors from the parking area to Hall 5 

and the conference centre. To further enhance the AATF expo experience for 

both exhibitors and visitors, all and any social distancing protocols will be imple-

mented and maintained in accordance with regulations current at the time of the 

expo,” adds Weaving. 

For more information about the Africa Automation Technology Fair, please visit 

the event website: www.africaautomationtechnologyfair.com 
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OPINIONBy Francesca de Gas-

paris and Gabriel Manyangadze 

The theme for this year’s Afri-

can Green Revolution Forum 

(AGRF) to be held in Nairobi 

from September 6-10 is 

‘Pathways to Recovery and Re-

silient Food Systems’.Yet 15 

years after its convener, the 

Alliance for a Green Revolution 

in Africa (AGRA) was founded 

in 2006, questions remain about 

the viability of its high inputs 

model in addressing Africa’s 

food insecurity. 

AGRA has been funded to date 

by governments and major in-

ternational donors such as the 

Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-

tion to “transform African agri-

culture from a subsistence 

model to strong businesses that 

improve the livelihoods of the 

continent’s farming house-

holds”. However, data from the 

countries where AGRA has 

focused its efforts have seen 

continued poverty and a 30% 

rise in food insecurity.To highlight the 

gravity of this issue and the level of 

concern in African civil society, faith 

leaders and supporting organisations 

across Africa, nearly 500 actors, signed 

an open letter to the Gates Founda-

tion asking them to stop supporting 

AGRA’s industrial farming initiatives. 

Our view is that we do not need farm-

ing ‘solutions’ but rather support local-

ly appropriate solutions, working in 

partnership with small-scale farmers in 

ways that increase climate resilience. 

As can be seen from the AGRA’s ap-

proach, and other top-down approach-

es that have failed in Africa, such as 

UNFCCC REDD+ and the World 

Bank’s CDM, climate change is a com-

plex issue, and it will not be solved by 

a narrowly defined business-oriented 

approach that focuses on profit and 

investment returns.Over the past 15 

years AGRA has been working to re-

structure seed laws, so that corporate 

entities’ certified varieties are protect-

ed, while criminalising trade of non-

certified seed. This is particularly prob-

lematic for small scale farmers in Afri-

ca, where 80% of non-certified seed and 

food come from millions of smallholder 

farmers who recycle, and exchange seeds 

each year. This “open-source knowledge 

bank” of seeds that cost little-to-nothing 

have all the nutritional value needed to 

sustain these communities.  

Not only does the corporatisation of 

seed undermine existing indigenous 

knowledge systems regarding seed diver-

sity and multi-cropping, but more insidi-

ously, it centralises control of production 

systems, disempowering and reducing the 

resilience of small-scale farmers who rely 

on informal trade, historical and cultural. 
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