
Major factors underpinning robust exports were the sizeable agricultural output in 2020/21 sea-

son, combined with solid global demand. Picture: Zanele Zulu/African News Agency (ANA) 

TRADE data for this year’s third quarter showed exports were up by eight percent year on year 

(y/y) to $3.4 billion (R52bn), according to the Agricultural Business Chamber. 

The chamber’s chief economist, Wandile Sihlobo, said yesterday this put South Africa’s agricul-

ture, food and beverages exports for the first three quarters of this year at $9.6bn. 

The top exportable products were citrus, maize, wine, apples and pears, nuts, sugar, fruit juices, 

and wool, among other products. 

Agbiz said it expected some of these products to continue dominating the export list in the 

fourth quarter of the year. The major factors underpinning this robust export value were the 

sizeable agricultural output in the 2020/21 production season, combined with general solid glob-

al demand even at higher agricultural commodity prices. 
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Xun Zi, one of China’s ancient thought leaders, once said, “When you concentrate on agricul-

ture and industry and are frugal in expenditures, Heaven cannot impoverish your state.” That 

statement still applies to Africa today. Recently, we talked about the spending habits and reve-

nue shortage of Africa’s largest economy and the closure of British banks. The issues addressed 

in these articles show that Africa needs radical economic shifts to reach its potential. 

In 2020, Africa went through its worst recession in over 50 years, with the economy shrinking 

by 3.4 per cent. However, global financial institutions have become more optimistic in their 

outlook on the continent’s economic growth. The World Bank projected that the economy 

would expand by 3.3 per cent in 2021. Investors also seem to feel the same way as private eq-

uity fundraising in Africa is exceeding expectations. 

Nonetheless, Africa’s path to development is slow and needs catalysts. The United Nations 

projects that the world population will hit 10 billion people by 2055. Approximately 95 per 

cent of this population growth will take place in low and middle-income countries, of which 

Africa will account for 57 per cent(1.4 billion people). In particular, the population of sub-

Saharan Africa is projected to double by 2050. For the continent to develop, its output growth 

needs to outpace this population growth. 

Africa’s economy depends heavily on agriculture. The sector contributes 23 per cent of the 

continent’s GDP and 49 per cent of employment in the continent. In our interview with Enock 

Chikava of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, we mentioned how smallholder farmers 

dominate the continent’s agricultural sector. Smallholder farming is important but contributes 

only a little to economic development. 

Productivity is still a problem for the agricultural sector. Output is mostly in its raw form and 

requires more production for it to be valuable. Many developed countries that started with 

agriculture, for this reason, morphed into manufacturing. For instance, Britain’s economy was 

mostly agricultural before the second industrial revolution developed its manufacturing sector. 

The same happened in China, where manufacturing is now central to its economy. Without 

manufacturing, it could not have risen to its place as the second-largest economy in the world. 

Furthermore, Africa has the youngest population in the world today. But a lot of its 

youth, including rural youth, are not interested in farming. If Africa’s agriculture keeps depend-

ing on smallholder farming, the sector will shrink from low youth participation. A report by 

Heifer International shows that youth engagement in agriculture will be essential to the conti-

nent’s growth. But only 23 per cent of the youth who engage in agriculture use any form of 

agricultural technology due to lack of financing and training. 
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Dar es Salaam — South Africa has granted market access to avocado produced in Tanzania, ending 10 

years of a standoff over the matter. 

Tanzanian growers produce their avocado during the South African off-season – when prices in the 

local market are extremely high. 

During this period the local trade normally imports fruit to supplement the local supplyIn a letter dated 

November 16, 2021, the acting director of the South African Plant Health Jan Hendrik Venter said the 

decision has been reached after a successful virtual bilateral engagement.“On November 9, 2021, the 

National Plant Protection Organization of Tanzania (NPPO) provided a pre-recorded video presenta-

tion to the National Plant Protection Organisation of South Africa (NPPOZA) to verify and pre-test 

pest risk management practices in order to allow authorisation of avocados from Tanzania to South 

Africa,” reads the statement. 

The letter which has been seen by The Citizen futher reads: The NPPOZA wishes to inform the NPPO 

of Tanzania that following the presentation of a pre-recorded video inspection and subsequent delibera-

tion during the virtual verification process, the market access for importation of avocado fresh fruit 

from Tanzania to South Africa has been granted.Furthermore, the letter states that the market access 

has been granted subject to the NPPO of Tanzania providing a list/database of the registered facilities as 

per paragraph 2.3 of the phytosanitary import requirements.  
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“The Vice President for Private 

Sector, Infrastructure and 

Industrialisation, Solomon 

Quaynor, said the bank’s 

investment into ETC Group 

would go a long way in 

contributing to food import 

substitution by allowing ETC 

to process and package 

agricultural products locally 

while increasing value-

addition of export-oriented 

products. .  

SAWPA 

The African Development Bank Group has approved a $150m facility for ETC Group Limited 

to address the working capital requirements for the company and its agriculture value chain 

development in a boost for smallholder farmers. The AfDB said the investment would take the 

form of a trade and agri-finance package, comprising a $75m soft commodity finance facility to 

support the group’s pre and post-shipment working capital requirements, with a particular 

focus on export-oriented activities. 

According to a statement, it includes a $75m agriculture value-chain programme 

to increase agriculture production and productivity, by providing improved agri-

cultural inputs and agronomic advisory services to local farmers.It said the ulti-

mate beneficiaries of the intervention, would include smallholder farmers, a signif-

icant number being women and youth entrepreneurs across 10 African countries, 

whose productivity is expected to increase from the deployment of high-quality 

agricultural inputs.The Vice President, Agriculture, Human and Social Develop-

ment, AfDB, Dr Beth Dunford, said, “Working with an African agro-champion 

like ETC was critical towards achieving the bank’s developmental goal to support 

millions of smallholder farmers across the continent and contribute to increased 

agricultural production and food security, in the process.”  
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By Zvamaida Murwira 

Zimbabwe’s agricultural sector 

is in demand at the ongoing 

Expo 2020 Dubai as many com-

panies are anxious to invest in 

the area, given the emphasis on 

organic and natural produce. 

This was said by Information, 

Publicity and Broadcasting Ser-

vices Minister Monica 

Mutsvangwa at the 39th post 

Cabinet briefing in Harare this 

week. 

She said Cabinet received a 

report on the expo that was 

presented by Foreign Affairs 

and International Trade Minister Dr 

Frederick Shava. 

“The nation is advised that the agricul-

ture sector has been receiving the sec-

ond highest inquiries as most compa-

nies are keen to invest in agriculture in 

Zimbabwe due to the emphasis on 

organic and natural produce. Cabinet 

would like to encourage the private 

sector to participate at this fair. 

“The calendar of events lined up to 31 

March 2022 can be obtained on the 

Expo 2020 Dubai website at the Minis-

try of Foreign Affairs and International 

Trade,” said Minister Mutsvangwa. 

Minister Mutsvangwa said construction 

of the Zimbabwe Pavilion, which is 

inspired by the Great Zimbabwe mon-

ument, was completed on time, allow-

ing it to open to the public on the offi-

cial opening day on September 30. 

Minister Mutsvangwa said the exhibi-

tion was punctuated by objects, which 

included traditional musical instru-

ments, the big five beaded animals, 

picture gallery, sculptures, traditional 

objects, jewellery, seed display and digital 

content screening of various economic 

sectors and opportunities. 

“The Zimbabwe Pavilion received a total 

of 55 500 visitors in the month of Octo-

ber and this is attributed to its strategic 

location, which is close to the United 

Arab Emirates Pavilion, she said. The 

custom made Zimbabwe pavilion pass-

port stamp is also a major draw card.” 

Minister Mutsvangwa said Cabinet got an 

update on Zimbabwe’s preparedness to 

host the International Conference of 

African Cultures, which was presented by 

Youth, Sport, Arts and Recreation Minis-

ter Kirsty Coventry. 

Cabinet was told that the conference, to 

be held between 23-25 November, was 

at an advanced stage. 

The conference will be in hybrid format, 

that is, both physical and virtual attend-

ance by 34 delegates from Zimbabwe and 

the African continent. 

The conference will be live streamed on 

social media platforms. 
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