
LUSAKA, An outbreak of fall armyworms has broken out in Zambia and threatened the coun-

try’s agricultural produce, a government official said Wednesday. 

Reuben Phiri, the Minister of Agriculture, said the fall armyworms have so far been reported in 

Mkushi district in the central part of the country but added that the outbreak was likely to 

spread to all parts of the country because of the prevailing climatic conditions. 

He told reporters during a press briefing that so far about 331 hectares of land have been af-

fected by the fall armyworms in the district. 

The minister, however, said the ministry has strengthened surveillance and other control 

measures to contain the outbreak of the migratory pests, adding that the ministry was actively 

monitoring the situation. 

According to him, Zambia has in the last 10 years experienced outbreaks of fall armyworms in 

seven agricultural seasons. 
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nutrition practices” 

said Elizabeth Karungo, 

FAO in Somalia 

Emergency Programme 

Officer.   
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FAO’s desert locust response programme is supporting rural farming households to address 

acute food insecurity in rural areas while contributing to mitigate further displacement. 

Forty-three-year-old Hibo Hussein lives in Quljeed village, Borama District, and relies on rain-

fed farming to sustain herself and her family. Hibo grows corn, maize and various kinds of vege-

tables with her family, and is part of the 46 percent of the population working in agriculture. 

Her region, Awdal, is one of the worst affected by the desert locust and droughts in Somalia, 

which have caused significant losses in crops, water sources and pastures, leaving livestock in 

poor condition and households food insecure. 

In Somalia, agriculture plays a key role in economic growth and poverty reduction, but climate 

change, conflict, floods, droughts, the desert locust plague, the socio-economic impact of 

COVID-19 and the cumulative effects of previous crises have caused its contribution to the 

economy to decline by almost 60 percent since its peak in 1989. These factors have historically 

contributed to displacement, as families must leave their farms in search of food, water and 

basic services. 

Now, through a complementary approach combining the generous funding from Sweden with 

that of other resource partners, FAO’s cash plus agriculture emergency programme is support-

ing rural farming households to address acute food insecurity in rural areas while contributing 

to mitigate further displacement by helping people to stay productive within rural areas, laying 

the groundwork for future recovery. 

The climate-smart livelihood kit is tailored to the needs and vulnerabilities of distinct livelihood 

zones with the provision of land preparation services and quality and locally adapted and 

drought-resistent crop seed varieties. The kit includes multi-layered hermetic storage bags 

which help reduce post-harvest losses. Farmers like Hibo also received training on good agri-

cultural practices, gaining new skills to adapt to a future affected by climate change resulting in 

an increasing frequency of droughts and other climate-related disasters. 

“Drought and desert locusts are a major threat, because it keeps happening, and there will be 

no farms left and nothing to feed our children. It will be difficult for people to survive.” said 

Hibo at her farm. “FAO supported us with land preparation and bought us seven different 

types of seeds,” she added.  
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By Dominic Omondi 

The furore that was channelled through social media, with the hashtag ‘BoycottKFC’ trending on Twit-

ter, was inflamed by a KFC tweet on Monday that it had run out of potato chips. 

‘Insensitive’ is the word that the Governor of Nyandarua County Francis Kimemia used to describe the 

statement by KFC. This is because thousands of farmers continue to struggle with an oversupply of po-

tatoes. 

Not that the government has been sensitive to the plight of the potato farmer, with potato productivity 

negatively impacted by low availability of certified seed, persistent use of older varieties, poor soil fertili-

ty, high pest and disease incidence, and low knowledge levels of good agricultural practices, according to 

a World Bank report that was published in January last year. 

The KFC crisis offers Kenya an opportunity to reflect, not only on what has bedeviled this strategic 

food, but also how to fix its supply chain that makes it difficult for the country to produce the in-

demand potato used by KFC and many other global fast-food giants to prepare fries. 

Investigate market preference…. Continue Reading Online 

Company Profile: SAWPA 

““That has to do with 

the structure of our 

food market. That I 

when I grow my 

products I can sell to 

anybody, anywhere.”  

HOW KENYA CAN FIX THE POTATO VALUE CHAIN 

https://agrifocusafrica.com/2022/01/10/how-kenya-can-fix-the-potato-value-chain/
https://agrifocusafrica.com/2020/07/20/sawpa/
https://agrifocusafrica.com/2020/07/20/sawpa/
https://www.agritecafrica.com/?wordfence_logHuman=1&hid=304C58122850422305C3D1533C813345
https://www.space.fr/


P A G E  4  

The price rallied for two 

months after the 

introduction of the 

minimum price that 

buyers were supposed to 

pay for Kenya Tea 

Development Agency teas, 

peaking to a five-year high 

of Sh256 before it started 

dipping again in October.  

SAWPA 

Pickers attend to a tea plantation in Kericho, Kenya. A study has recently revealed that 

African nations can break dependence on food imports and produce enough to feed a 

growing population within a decade. 

By Susan Nyawira 

Nairobi — Kenya’s tea has continued to perform dismally in the international market with the 

earnings of the commodity dropping by 9.1 per cent in the third quarter of 2021 compared to 

a similar period in 2020, Kenya Nation Bureau of Statistics (KNBS) data shows.According to 

the Q3 2021 Balance of Payments report prepared by KNBS, earnings from the export of tea 

deteriorated from Sh30.5 billion in the third quarter of 2020 to Sh27.7 billion in the review 

period. 

“The decline was largely attributable to the decline in the export quantities that fell from 138.6 

thousand metric tonnes to 124.5 thousand metric tonnes,” said KNBS. The earn-

ings have also been dropping when compared to the other quarters of 2021 

where in Q2(April to June) the country got Sh32.2billion from tea exports, while 

in Q1(January to March) the country earned Sh35.8billion from the commodity. 

The declining value of one of Kenya’s leading exports was so alarming that the 

Ministry of Agriculture had to intervene and set a minimum selling price to save 

farmers who were incurring losses as the price was lower than the cost of pro-

duction.The minimum reserve price of $2 was introduced by the Ministry of Agri-

culture in August 2021 after the cost of the commodity hit a decade low of 

Sh186.  
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